
 
 
 

Tuesday 7th April 

 

Useful Resources 

Weekly Bulletin 

Remote Learning page of School Website 

Learning from Home page of School Website 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

Our Word of the Week last week - “unprecedented” has been used so much over the last                 

month but it is the only way I can describe the times we are moving through. At this                  

time I’d like to thank all of our parents and carers for their continued support of the                 

school.  

I would also like to publicly thank the staff at Langtree for reacting so effectively,               

efficiently and with such creativity to the circumstances we are dealing with. Whether in              

school working with the vulnerable students and the children of key workers, or at home               

setting and marking all the remote learning tasks. I am hugely grateful to each and               

every one of them for their support and hard work. 

We have been hugely impressed by our students, who are completing their remote             

learning with such resilience, spirit and alacrity that I can barely keep up with posting               

the pictures coming in onto our twitter feed - please see @Head4094 to view some               

stunning photos of what our students are achieving under such difficult circumstances.  

No additional work will be posted over the Easter holiday. If students have not              

completed all the work set over the last two weeks they have a chance to do so. After                  

Easter, due to the prolonged nature of the shutdown we will now be providing new               

learning for the students to complete (for the first two weeks staffset revision work on               

concepts and knowledge the students had already covered).  

I am indebted to Mrs Holroyd who, as usual, has worked tirelessly to co-ordinate the               

large team of subject teachers to deliver such varied remote learning opportunities. I             

would refer you to the letter I sent out last week for the details and spirit with which we                   

are setting this work. In summary; 

● Work will be set for the week on a Monday morning. We are aware that this can                 

appear daunting for some students but feel that it is important that students             

know what tasks they will be asked to complete and are then able to plan their                

week. We encourage all students to plan out their week in their first session on               

Monday. 

● KS3 will be set about 7 hours work per week - giving plenty of leeway within the                 

2 hours per day to finish off incomplete work or attempt extension tasks. 

Langtree School, Woodcote, Reading, Berkshire RG8 0RA 
Tel: 01491 680514     Email: office@langtreeschool.com     www.langtreeschool.com     Twitter : @Head4094 

Headteacher: Mr S. Bamford     Deputy Headteacher: Ms S Burman  
The Langtree School Academy Trust Company. A company limited by guarantee. Registered in England and Wales.  

Company Registration Number: 07980335 Registered Office: Langtree School. Woodcote. Reading. RG8 0RA 
 

 

https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/smartfile/171c8a78170f0512f8240c082e87317b/uploads/2020/04/03163746/Weekly-Bulletin-5th-April-2020.pdf
https://www.langtreeschool.com/remote-learning-2/
https://www.langtreeschool.com/notices/learning-from-home/
https://twitter.com/Head4094
mailto:ce@langtreeschool.com


● Year 10 should be working for one hour per week on each subject. 

● Year 11 should be using the “Keep on Learning” resources set by each subject to               

prepare for their post 16 education. 

● We are trying to develop our use of the Show My Homework platform for not only                

setting the work but also collecting it. For each piece of work please take note of                

the submission method - if the teacher has asked for “submission via SMH” please              

try and use this as it will help to ensure the work is received by the teacher.  

● In addition to the set tasks Mrs Holroyd has created several digests containing a              

wealth of additional learning opportunities. Each subject has created “Keep on           

Learning” pages and there are now two “Feeling Bored?” sheets with non subject             

based fun and enriching ideas. All of these are on the Learning from Home page               

of our school website.  

Parents should ensure that they and their children are not getting too stressed or feeling               

guilty if all the set work is not completed.  

As we move into this phase of new learning we have looked at all the ways of supporting                  

our students. Several parents have asked about the possibility of setting up live,             

streamed lessons by the teachers. We have been talking about this for some time in               

various forums. At this time, and in line with all other maintained schools in the area,                

we have taken the decision not to deliver learning in this way. The difficulties and               

potential issues with this style of provision just do not justify the time taken to set up                 

and deliver these lessons, which is better spent putting together the remote learning as              

we are currently delivering it. In addition, we have to safeguard the teachers and              

students. We are mindful that many of our staff are also providing childcare,             

home-schooling, caring or may be unwell themselves and dealing with their already            

significant workload. Several teachers have asked if they can pre-record videos that            

their students can playback at their own convenience and this will be going ahead in               

some subjects.  

Coupled with the wealth of resources already out there, not least in GCSEPod and BBC               

Bitesize who are laying on amazing, professionally produced online lessons, I know our             

strategy will deliver the best learning for our students.  

On Friday Ofqual announced its procedures for ensuring that Year 11 students receive             

grades for the qualifications they have been studying. We will be asked to indicate the               

correct grades for students, based on all the evidence the school has of a student’s               

progress and attainment to date. The government will moderate these grades so that             

they are fair across all schools. There is no need for students to submit any extra work                 

at this stage. Please see the Ofqual letter written to students for further details of this. 

I am extremely indebted to the entire pastoral and special needs teams who have              

worked tirelessly to continue to care for all our students. Our Teaching Assistants have              

been telephoning identified SEN students to support them with their remote learning,            

and our pastoral team have been making regular contact with key individuals to check              

on their welfare and see how they are coping with the shutdown. We have also been                

working hard to provide vouchers to students who would normally be in receipt of Free               

School Meals. We believe we have addressed all these issues but are aware that some               

families will be experiencing increased financial challenges over the upcoming weeks           

https://www.langtreeschool.com/notices/learning-from-home/
https://members.gcsepod.com/login
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/learn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/learn
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15J1FvCHGmtLL0xOZhB8B1O3tlV5rXQYa/view?usp=sharing


 
and months - if this is the case please contact us and we will put you in touch with                   

people who can advise you. 

The year 9 options process is nearing its conclusion. It is always a tricky job trying to                 

match students to their preferred subjects. However, the inability to chat to students in              

school has made this an even more difficult task. Mr Nonweiler has done a brilliant job                

and is currently trying to resolve the last few issues. 

We still have been given no idea when Langtree will reopen and are currently reviewing               

our medium term plans. Things like activities week is very unlikely to go ahead as               

planned and we have already cancelled the year 10 work experience as we want to               

preserve as much time as possible in lessons should the school reopen. We will keep               

reservations for trips and visits open as long as we can before cancelling them. Refunds               

will be issued in most cases providing the companies concerned return any monies             

already spent. 

As a final note, we would like all students to have a really good break over Easter. There                  

is no expectation to be completing any school work unless they have some catching up               

to do or they are adamant that they would like to do so.  

At time of writing we are planning to close the school over the holiday to ensure our                 

hardworking staff also have a break. However, if you are eligible for provision and find               

yourself in need of childcare during the break please email me on            

sbamford@langtreeschool.com and I will arrange support for you. 

Similarly, we will not be in a position to respond to individual emails to teachers.               

However, the safeguarding team will be monitoring the new email address,           

safeguarding@langtreeschool.com email over the holiday period.  

For any other questions please email me at sbamford@langtreeschool.com and I will try             

to respond.  

Do stay home as much as is possible, stay safe and stay well. Our best wishes are with 

you all. 

 

 

Simon Bamford 

Headteacher 
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