
 
 

Friday 5th June 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I was hoping to send this letter on Monday but there has been some confusion and contradiction about the                   
potential reopening of secondary schools and I did not want to inform you of something that was then subject                   
to change. Our priority will always be the safety of our students and staff, while understanding our responsibility                  
for the learning and progress of the students and playing our part in helping things return to something                  
approaching  normality.  

On 25 May, the government published more detailed guidance on how Year 10 students should receive some                 
contact with teachers to support their remote education - which will remain the main mode of education during                  
the rest of this term.  

Whilst the new guidance answers some questions, there are still significant unknowns about the extent to which                 
we can mix groups to allow students to be taught by their subject teachers. The ‘protective measures’ guidance                  
states we need to “ensure that young people are in the same small groups at all times each day, and different                     
groups are not mixed during the day, or on subsequent days”. This makes it very difficult to produce a complete                    
timetable where students are able to access specialist teachers in all their subjects. We are still finalising the                  
details of exactly which students will be attending on which days and I am expecting to send out further details                    
early next week. 

I have naturally been in contact with other local schools as we developed our reopening plan - but rather                   
unusually, the provision that each school is able to offer will depend on local variations in available staffing,                  
school transport and size, etc. Consequently, no two schools in the area are planning to open in the same way,                    
and our plan is based on what we consider to be the safest and best educational programme we can put                    
together to support our students in their remote learning. We continue to explore the idea of online                 
synchronous learning, but we believe that the efforts of both staff and students will be best focused on remote                   
learning in the way we currently set and mark it, together with inviting our year 10 students into school for a                     
small amount of face-to-face contact.  

Our plan has been carefully discussed by the leadership team, subject and pastoral leaders, and of course our                  
school governing body. It falls largely into three phases: 

Phase 1: Week Beginning 15th June 

Phase 2: Week Beginning 22nd June 

Phase 3: - which will be from September onwards 

However, Phase 3 has not been included here as we really cannot at this stage be sure what the situation might                     
be at that time. I would therefore like to remind parents and students that these plans could always be altered in                     
response to scientific evidence, government guidance and the local situation. I am sure this will not be a surprise                   
to you!  

Apart from the provision for students of key workers, all school sessions for the remainder of this academic year                   
will be held in the Maths block. I will be circulating to year 10 parents a very comprehensive set of expectations                     
that all year 10 students must have read, understood and formally agreed to abide by before coming into school                   
in order to keep themselves and others safe. We hope that this information gives all families of year 10 students  
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sufficient information to ensure that they feel able to make an informed decision about their child coming back                  
into school. If, after reading this document, any year 10 parent still has concerns or does not wish to send their                     
student into school, please email me on sbamford@langtreeschool.com with the subject line Year 10 Return and                
I will endeavour to answer your questions or remove your son or daughter from the attendance lists. 

Phase 1: Week Beginning 15th June 
We will be inviting a very small number of selected year 10 students into school to go through the concepts they                     
have covered in their remote learning in specific subjects. These sessions will be 90 minutes long, and students                  
will only attend the sessions they have been invited to. I am hoping to notify parents of students who have been                     
invited to these sessions on Monday 8th June. 

Phase 2: Week Beginning 22nd June 
All year 10 students will be invited to attend school for just one day per week. Each time they attend, they will                      
have up to three 90-minute lessons with their teachers in small groups of 6 students. The groups will be                   
determined by the options each student has chosen rather than ability or friendship groups. Students will spend                 
their time in school with this group (including breaks and lunchtimes) and will not be allowed to mix with                   
students outside their teaching group while in school.  

These Phase 2 sessions will be formal, taught lessons led by a subject specialist. We plan to have three                   
90-minute sessions per day, and the start and finish times of the school day (and each session) will be staggered                    
to allow for the safe entry and exit from classes and to ensure that all students are able to wash their hands at                       
regular intervals. 

Year 10 students attending the seminar sessions and lessons will be expected to wear full school uniform. If your                   
son or daughter has grown out of any of their current uniform and wishes to borrow some, please email me and                     
I will arrange for the uniform to be made available in advance so it can be laundered (if you wish) ready for your                       
child to wear. Students attending the key worker provision do not need to wear uniform. 

Please rest assured that everyone at Langtree is working tirelessly to ensure that everything we do is as safe and                    
carefully considered as possible - but we are also keen to do our very best in terms of the educational provision                     
for the students in our care. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Mr Simon Bamford 
Headteacher 
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