
 
 

Wednesday 24th  June 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

September. 
The big news of the week is that the government has announced that all schools will fully reopen in                   
September. We are very excited about the prospect, but are still deciding exactly how we will accomplish this                  
to provide maximum educational benefit but at minimum health risk. As soon as we know how we are going                   
to do this, I will let you all know. I am also hopeful that the announcement of extra funding for schools to                      
provide recovery work for the students most affected by the shutdown will come to fruition, and allow us to                   
provide the additional support that many of our students will need. 

Year 10 Lessons. 
On a similar topic it has been absolutely wonderful over the last week to see our year 10s returning to school                     
for their face-to-face sessions. They have been working in very small groups under very tightly controlled                
conditions. Subject specialist teachers have been delivering seminars and lessons to support the students with               
their remote learning. Most of them seem very happy to be back. 

Remote Learning. 
For other year groups the remote learning continues to meet the needs of most of our students. I hope                   
students are starting to see an increase in videoed content to support them in understanding the work being                  
set. We continue to look at the possibility of live-streaming lessons because as lockdown continues we are                 
becoming aware that motivation may be difficult to maintain for students. We have several teachers who are                 
ready to start trialling this style of teaching. 

We are in our final weeks of this academic term. I know many of you have found this a challenging time, and                      
we all appreciate your efforts in managing passwords, juggling the curriculum and motivating your children.               
One final push now is needed until the summer holidays. Please support us by logging on to Satchel (Show My                    
Homework), ideally on a computer as opposed to a mobile device to ensure you get the full functionality of                   
the programme and are able to see the work set, the submission status and the feedback received.  

Student Survey 
We had 315 responses to the recent student survey, generally the results are hugely positive showing how                 
well they are coping with this very difficult and protracted shutdown. Students are generally engaged and                
performing well on their remote learning, most are adopting healthy lifestyles and getting some social               
contact. A huge proportion expressed the feeling that they were getting lots of support from their teachers                 
and there was not much more staff could be doing to help. One area that did cause us some concern is the                      
lack of reading that the students were doing. Numerous studies have shown that reading is one of the most                   
beneficial things young people can do to support their learning, develop a wider vocabulary and benefit their                 
literacy. Please encourage your son or daughter to read. A KS3 reading list is available here or on our website. 

Year 11 Grades. 
We have now submitted all the grades for our year 11 students to the various exam boards. Teachers have                   
spent a great deal of time, effort and no little heartache to make this process as fair as it can possibly be. All                       
the grades have been moderated within school and by the FFT. We believe we have submitted a fair set of                    
grades, and we now await the exam boards' final moderation and decision. We are not yet sure what any                   
appeals process might be or how we will manage the results day this year - but as soon as we have details we                       
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will notify parents and students. I would like to reassure all year 11 students that we are still planning on                    
holding a prom, and other celebrations of their time at Langtree, as soon as the situation allows. 

Year 6 Transition. 
One of the highlights of any school year is the wonderful range of transition events we run to meet and                    
welcome the new year group coming up to Langtree. Ms Belcher normally organises a series of visits, events                  
and opportunities to involve students, parents and the community. However, this year she has had to adapt                 
these and so she has created a video to enable students to embark on a virtual tour of the school. Mrs Morel,                      
the Head of the Computing and Business Studies Department, has also produced an interactive map that                
allows students to investigate the different areas of the school at their own pace. Both of these resources and                   
a host of other information for the new year 6 students are available on the transition page of our website. 

In addition to these we have run a couple of Question and Answer Sessions where some year 6 pupils asked a                     
number of interesting questions of myself, Ms Belcher and a couple of year 7 students.This afternoon we have                  
a similar event for parents of year 6 students. 

Finally, following this weekend's tragic events in Reading, our thoughts are with the families and communities                
of the people killed at Forbury Gardens. We observed a minute's silence in school on Monday and we will                   
mark any further national or local commemoration of the lives lost.  

 

Warmest regards 

Simon Bamford 

Headteacher 


