
 
 
 

Wednesday 8th July 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students, 
 
A special greeting to our year 6 parents who I am including in the distribution of this letter: a warm welcome                     
to our Langtree School community! I hope you will all find these letters useful as part of our attempt to keep                     
everyone informed in these ever-changing times. Please also refer to the weekly bulletin, end of term                
newsletters and other letters for further detail, information and news of forthcoming events. 
 
September 
The long-awaited government guidance for how schools should fully reopen was released on Thursday              
(available here). We are delighted that we are going to be able to welcome students and staff back to                   
something that looks more like normal school, and can’t wait to see everyone again!  
 
We are still discussing and planning exactly how we will implement the expectations, but our current thinking                 
is as follows: 

1. Year groups will stay in specific areas of the school to reduce the chances of cross contamination 
2. Breaks and lunchtimes will be off-set to ensure year groups can remain segregated 
3. Start and finish times will be staggered (if school transport is able to accommodate this)  
4. We will endeavour to maintain as broad a curriculum as staffing and facilities allow.  

 
The DfE has released information for parents to accompany the guidance for schools. It can be read here.  
As soon as we have a firm idea of exactly how we will implement the government guidance I will send out the                      
information to all parents and carers. At this stage I am envisaging that will be sometime next week. 
 
Ofqual Consultation on Exams in 2021  
The body responsible for examinations in England has released a proposal for changes to GCSEs and other                 
exams next year. This is currently the subject of a consultation that all teachers, parents and students are                  
invited to respond to. The deadline for responses to the consultation is 16 July. 

The document which contains the link for responses can be found here.  

Year 10 
Every day I get a massive boost from going out to greet our year 10 students as they arrive for their                     
face-to-face sessions. Their enthusiasm, positivity and exceptional attitude to the situation remain truly             
inspirational - even if some of them are now unaccustomed to being up at that, or indeed any, time of the                     
morning! The staff delivering the sessions are also hugely relishing the opportunity to return to the job they                  
love and, in some cases, to teach new students.  
 
Staff Changes 
At this time of year we always have to say goodbye to a number of dear friends and valued colleagues.                    
Despite the lockdown, this year is no exception. Ms Brassell, a part time teacher of Maths, left us at Easter in a                      
typically understated way. Mrs Woodley, our outstanding Second in Charge of Maths, has deservedly secured               
a  

Langtree School, Woodcote, Reading, Berkshire RG8 0RA 
Tel: 01491 680514     Email: office@langtreeschool.com     www.langtreeschool.com     Twitter : @Head4094 

Headteacher: Mr S. Bamford     Deputy Headteacher: Ms S Burman  
The Langtree School Academy Trust Company. A company limited by guarantee. Registered in England and Wales.  

Company Registration Number: 07980335 Registered Office: Langtree School. Woodcote. Reading. RG8 0RA 
 

 

https://www.langtreeschool.com/letters/
https://www.langtreeschool.com/letters/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/897137/Consultation_on_proposed_changes_to_the_assessment_of_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_in_2021_020620.pdf
mailto:ce@langtreeschool.com


Head of Department role in a large secondary school much closer to where she lives, and Mrs Bryson, our                   
excellent and much-loved PE teacher is moving up north to be closer to her family in Scotland. These friends                   
will be greatly missed at Langtree, but we wish them well in their new challenges and hope they will come                    
back and visit whenever time allows. 

We have been very fortunate to secure the services of a number of experienced and enthusiastic teachers to                  
replace these fantastic colleagues. Mr Jones and Ms Pemberton will join our Maths department, and Ms                
Painter will be teaching PE and Geography next year. I am very excited about all of these appointments and                   
look forward to working with them in September. 

Reading 
Last week I highlighted the fact that reading for pleasure is so important to all students' development. Several                  
parents contacted me to say that they’ve exhausted their supply of reading material at home. To ensure                 
students are able to continue this vital activity, I would like to remind you all of the following initiatives; 

1. Borrowbox - the Oxfordshire Libraries scheme which lends ebooks and audiobooks for all ages. If you                
have a library ticket it should have your PIN number on it, if not you can join online. 

2. Audible and Kindle - have released some free audiobooks and ebooks for children. There is also a free                  
30-day trial.  

3. Langtree School - we are setting up an ‘honesty library’ outside Reception for students (and adults) to                 
drop off books they have enjoyed for others to read - and maybe pick up a book to replace it. Please                     
be aware that these books may have been handled by others so we recommend taking them home                 
and quarantining  them for 72 hours. 

 
Student Leaders 
Normally by now we would have announced the successful applicants for the coveted Student Leader               
positions and the Senior Student Team. However, despite the fact that the applications have been received,                
we have not been able to complete the selection process due to restrictions imposed by the lockdown.                 
However, do rest assured that we will be finalising the appointments as a matter of urgency in the new                   
academic year, and will announce the new team as soon as we are able. 
 
Music Concert 
It was very difficult for staff when we noticed that our calendars for last week contained the dates for the                    
school production of The Tempest - and I know some students feel quite emotional about this. I had                  
witnessed the fact that rehearsals were progressing brilliantly before lockdown, and that we were on course                
to deliver another fantastic, creative and innovative Langtree performance. However, the disappointment            
should be tempered slightly by the fact that we can look forward to a virtual end-of-term concert. Music                  
students have been invited to submit a video of themselves performing which Mr Henderson will arrange into                 
a video that we can all enjoy towards the end of term. 
 
In closing, I’d like to say that I remain thoroughly impressed by the standard of work, levels of maturity and                    
resilience shown by our students across all year groups. WIth only two weeks left of the year, I urge everyone                    
to continue to work hard, whether remotely or in school, and am really looking forward to welcoming                 
everyone back in September in the hope that we can then start to put this sad and difficult time behind us. 
 
 
Warmest regards 
Simon Bamford  
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