
 

1st September 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Students  
 
If you’ll excuse the change of format this update is in the form of some of the questions parents and 
students have asked recently. 
 

1. What are the details for the start of term? 
Year 7 (Wave 1) - Thursday 3rd September - 8:50am start - Week B 
Year 11 (Wave 1) - Friday 4th September - 8:50am start - Week B 
Year 10 (Wave 2) - Friday 4th September - 9:20am start - Week B 
Year 9 (Wave 1) - Monday 7th September - 8:50am start - Week A 
Year 8 (Wave 2) - Monday 7th September - 9:20am start - Week A 
 
Each year group will start with a morning induction which will include an assembly and time with their 
tutor and tutor group and then start normal teaching from lesson 4 onwards. 

 
2. What is the school’s position on face coverings? 

Despite the recent media coverage, we have not changed our position on face masks. Students (and 
staff) are welcome to wear a face mask (as long as they do so safely and sensibly).  

While the government is not recommending face coverings are necessary, schools have the 
discretion to require face coverings in communal areas if they believe that is right in their particular 
circumstances.  As we have a range of other measures in place that I am confident will provide a high 
level of protection, we are not making face coverings compulsory in communal areas. 

In line with government advice, it will not be mandatory to wear face coverings in classrooms, where 
protective measures already mean the risks are lower, and where masks can inhibit learning. 

The government will advise additional measures are taken in areas where the transmission of the 
virus is high. In these areas, defined as areas of national government intervention but known 
colloquially as Local Lockdown Areas, the government’s guidance will state face coverings should be 
worn by adults and pupils in secondary schools when moving around the school, such as in corridors 
and communal areas where social distancing is difficult to maintain.  At present, we are not part of a 
designated "area of national government intervention" but of course, this may change in the future. If 
that happens, we will contact you again. There is a link to a parent factsheet in case there is a 
change in policy in the near future.  
 

3. Face coverings on the way to and from school. 
As set out in the government guidance, pupils are able to travel to school in a separate bus ‘bubble’ 
and join their year group ‘bubble’ upon arrival at school. On designated school buses, students may 
be given a specific seat to sit in during each journey to and from school, and your child will need to 
cooperate with this. To minimise the risk of infection, pupils will be required to use hand sanitiser 
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when boarding and disembarking from the bus. They will also need to wear a face covering 
throughout the journey. 

Parents / Carers are responsible for providing face coverings. 

It is compulsory to wear a face covering on all forms of public transport.  

There will not be any hand sanitiser on transport. Children should wash their hands thoroughly before 
boarding the bus, or to use their own personal supply of hand sanitiser. 

Disposable face coverings are to be put in a bin provided upon arrival at school; non-disposable face 
coverings should be placed in a sealed bag brought from home and kept in their bag until the end of 
the school day. If a student needs a face covering for their return journey, then this should also be 
kept in a sealed bag until the end of the day when they put it on. 
 
Please see this letter to parents from OCC School Transport Department.  
 

4. Are there any changes to the school bus timetable? 
There have been a couple of updates to the school bus timetables mainly due to several sets of 
roadworks in the area. Details are available from the following links  

a. Latest Bus TImetables 
b. Letter about changes to 3302 service due to roadworks 
c. Letter about changes to 3304 service due to roadworks 

 
5. Details about road closures. 

The main roadworks are on Whitchurch Hill between Hartslock Bridleway and Lower Hitch and this 
section of the B471 road will be closed to all vehicles (but not pedestrians or cyclists) due to gas main 
replacement.  
 
We received this update today: 

“To support the community and the potential clash of road closures, SGN have agreed to 
accommodate the emergency re-surfacing works that are being carried out by Oxfordshire Council 
outside Goring Station.  We will be moving our closure dates to 07 September with a completion date 
of 05 October.  

As previously advised, due to the location of the gas main in the road and for the safety of road 
users, we will need to close the B471 Whitchuch Hill  between the junction of Hartslock Bridleway to 
the junction of Lower Hitch from 24 August to 21 September.  

There will be no through access for vehicles for the duration of the closure, a signed diversion route 
will be in place - pedestrian and cycle access will be maintained. 

With these works continuing into the new school term, we are keen to inform all local schools so they 
can advise parents of the road closure and enable them to plan journeys to school when they return 
in September.   Please could we ask for your help in sharing this information with parents, school 
suppliers, services and your wider networks. 

Many thanks for your patience and understanding.” 
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6.  Am I able to arrange a car share? 
No, this should be avoided where possible. 
 

7. How will students find out their timetable 
Students will be issued with their timetables and a student handbook on their first day in school. 
 

8. What should my child wear if it’s cold bearing in mind all the doors and windows will 
be open? 

Students are expected to wear full school uniform at all times. I understand that there is a shortage of 
a few items at Trutex. If this means you cannot get items please buy a generic uniform item of an 
identical colour and style.  
As winter closes in and the weather changes (somewhat ironic - as heavy rains lash against my 
window!) students should dress to ensure they are able to stay warm. This should include vests 
and/or thermals. If they are still cold they will be allowed to wear a Langtree PE hoodie or a plain 
blue, grey or black sweatshirt (without a hood or any large brand names). 
 

9. What should my child wear for PE? 
Initially we do not want students using the changing rooms as a class. Therefore we are asking 
students to come to school in kit on days where they are timetabled for PE. Our current uniform 
policy allows students to wear unbranded PE leggings or sweatpants and a Langtree hoodie for PE 
(although we are phasing the hoodies out after the pandemic). Again, if you cannot get a Langtree 
hoodie, any plain blue, grey or black sweatshirt (without a hood) will be acceptable. On damp days 
students should bring a change of footwear and possibly a clean sweatshirt/school jumper. 
 

10. What are the break and lunch time arrangements? 
Breaks and lunchtimes will be staggered so that we can continue to maintain distance between the 
year groups as far as possible. Students will be organised in year group zones outside.  
 

11.  What are the catering arrangements? 
Access to the food will be carefully supervised and managed. Students are welcome to bring a 
packed lunch if they prefer and we would recommend this on wet days as there may be reduced 
access to school meals. If your child is eligible to receive Free School Meals this will continue in the 
usual way. If you think you may be eligible or would like more information about this then please 
contact office@langtreeschool.com. If your child does want to use the school catering provider they 
will not be using the biometric readers but can still access the money in their accounts - so please 
ensure these are topped up. 
 

12. Are there any additional items students should bring with them when they start back? 
In addition to the normal items of stationary students are expected to have, we have asked all 
students who are able to bring 

● A portable computing device if they have one 
● A mini whiteboard and dry wipe pen 
● A packet of tissues 
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● Small bottles of soap and/or hand sanitiser if they are allergic to the substances provide by 
the school 

● Enough snacks, food and water to get them through the day if they prefer not to eat the food 
provided by the canteen. 

● We will not be able to lend equipment such as glue sticks, scissors,  highlighters etc so please 
ensure your son or daughter has a fully stocked pencil case. (If your son or daughter is on our 
Pupil Premium List we are happy to provide these items if required). 

 
13. Are students able to use their lockers? 

Students will be able to access their lockers but only be able to do so at certain times and they will 
have to do so via the one way system. 
 

14. What are the expectations regarding attendance? 
The government has made it very clear that it is compulsory for all children to return to school to 
minimise as far as possible the longer-term impact of the pandemic on their education, wellbeing and 
wider development. It is a fact that children with a high absence rate tend to achieve less well at 
school. 

Therefore, school attendance will be mandatory for all from the beginning of the autumn term. This 
means that the usual rules on school attendance will apply. It will be the parents’ / carers’ duty to 
ensure their child regularly attends school and the school will be responsible to record attendance 
and follow up absence. From September, the local authority’s code of conduct will be used to support 
this. 

If you or your child has anxieties about returning to school please contact the relevant Head of Year 
in the first instance and we will arrange additional support if required. 

If your child shows symptoms, then you will need to arrange for them to be tested and keep them off 
school until you receive the result. If it is negative, then you must send your child back to school. If 
the test is positive ,then you must keep your child isolated in accordance with the government 
guidance. 

 
15. Where can I find more information? 

Parent Update 16 containing full details for the reopening 
Risk Assessment for September Re-Opening 
Expectations of Students for September 
 
Please also read this letter to parents from Oxfordshire County Council. 
 
I hope you have found this information useful, please contact me if you have further questions. I am very 
much looking forward to welcoming all students back to Langtree over the next week. 
 
Warm regards 
 
Simon Bamford 
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