
 
 
 

12th October 2020 
 

Dear Year 11 Parents, 

This is proving to be such a tough year for so many - and as a father myself, I appreciate how 

understandably anxious many of you may be feeling regarding your youngsters’ forthcoming GCSEs 

and our plans to ensure that students perform as well as, or better than, we would expect then to do 

in more ‘normal’ times. i therefore wanted to drop you a line by way of an update. 

Hopefully you will recall that in one of my previous parental updates, I included a link to the Ofqual                   

Consultation about envisaged changes to the exams in 2020 - and the subsequent response to this                

consultation was published a couple of weeks ago. As you will have heard the DfE announced                

yesterday that the exam timetable has been pushed back by three weeks. Students will now sit                

paper 1 in English Language and Paper one in maths just before the May half term, all other exams                   

will be after the break. Some changes to the content of some exam courses have also been                 

announced  (summarised here). 

In the light of this, the various UK exam boards are currently publishing their revised timetables and                 

specifications for the subjects that are affected - and our Langtree staff are now reviewing these                

documents on a subject-by-subject basis to establish whether it may be better to stick with the exam                 

boards with which they are currently familiar, or instead to change to a different exam board in each                  

case to allow a better fit with the content and skills that our Langtree students have already covered.                  

We will keep you posted regarding this. 

But in the meantime, as you know, we have spent the first few weeks of this term assessing our Yr 11                     

students in all the work they have covered so far, both before, during and after shutdown. From the                  

results so far, it is clear that many of our students engaged well during the lockdown and also during                   

the seminar sessions completed during July. Teachers will now be using the results of these               

assessments to identify and then address any gaps in students’ knowledge - whether these are areas                

where individuals need help, or sections of the curriculum where a group of students need to do                 

further work. You will be receiving reports on your youngsters towards the end of this half term with                  

an indication of the current predicted grade of the student along with the usual attitude to learning                 

scores, indicating how they have settled since returning in September. 

Then after half-term, as we move towards the mocks in January, we will be setting up                

extra-curricular opportunities for students to address any issues. There are already sessions in place              

after school, during which Yr 11 students can drop in to do homework (supervised by Mr Sinnamon                 

in DT1) - and in addition, some subjects will provide targeted revision sessions to address any issues.                 
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Art, for example, has already identified a group of students who need additional time - and Ms                 

Thomas is now providing support for these students in weekly after-school sessions. 

And in addition, we have now been given some extra money from Central Government sources to                

support the school through the pandemic. Our plan is to ring fence as much of this as possible to                   

spend on teaching and learning resources across all years to ensure that no student falls behind                

(rather than spend it all on soap, hand sanitiser and antiviral wipes!). However, this money will not                 

go far - and certainly will not be enough to finance Saturday school or additional tuition for all Yr 11                    

students. 

Indeed, I firmly believe that the best way to ensure that students make good progress is by working well                              
in lessons in the way they are directed during lesson times and on their homework.This is backed up by                          

significant educational research, and has been proved repeatedly to be the most effective way of               

improving exam results. As you know, the teaching staff at Langtree are second to none in their                 

experience, dedication and effectiveness - and we have removed any unnecessary burdens on their              

time to ensure that they can focus on their essential work in the classroom. In addition, the double                  

lessons really are helping with this process as they allow for really deep learning, providing time not                 

only to explore the concepts and skills being studied, but also allowing us to interleaf the work done                  

before and during shutdown to ensure students have a chance to revise prior learning. 

However, we will be employing a Maths intervention teacher to work with small groups of students                

who are behind their target in Maths, and are already looking at other ways to provide similar                 

support in English and other subjects. Once these plans are finalised, we will be contacting the                

parents of the students involved.  

I am confident that the students who worked well before the virus, who completed the work set                 

under lockdown, and who continue to work hard and follow the advice of teachers now, will perform                 

well in their exams; where the students require support, we will of course provide this on an                 

individual ongoing basis. 

I hope this will provide you with some reassurance at this difficult time - but as always, if you have                    

any concerns regarding any of these points, or indeed anything else, please do contact me by email. I                  

will try and respond in a timely manner. 

Warmest regards 

 

Simon Bamford 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 


