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4th November 2020 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

 

Face Masks 

Yesterday the Department for Education released the new guidance for schools in response to the 

Prime Minister’s new national restrictions. The full guidance is available here. We are not expected to 

fully comply with this document until Monday 9th November but we are recommending that students 

adopt this new requirement as soon as they can.  

The only aspect of the new guidance that will change our current procedures is the 

requirement that all students and staff (except anyone with medical exemptions) should 

wear a face mask when moving around the school. 

The new guidance states “In addition, face coverings should be worn by adults and children aged 11 

and above when moving around the premises, outside of classrooms or activity rooms, such as in 

corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained.” 

There is also now a requirement that students also wear face coverings on dedicated school buses, 

but we have had this expectation since reopening in September. 

Therefore, as of Monday students will have to wear face masks when walking around the 

school (before school, between lessons and after school). This will apply inside and outside 

but not when they are in lessons, when they are in their outside break areas or when they 

are eating in the canteen. 

A reminder that face coverings at Langtree can be any colour, but must be plain - with no logos or 

patterns. Students should always carry a spare mask in case their first mask is lost, damaged or 

becomes wet or dirty. Masks should be stored in a sealed plastic bag. Please also remember that cloth 

masks need to be regularly laundered to keep them effective.  

Students must also know how to wear, put on, take off and store their mask. I recommend this video 

which we showed all students at the start of the year. 

 

Mobile Phones 

As you are aware, students are allowed mobile phones at Langtree and we consider this a privilege.  

Phones can be of benefit as an educational tool in lessons. However, they can also be a distraction.  

That is why we expect students to have the phones turned off except during break and lunchtimes.  

Due to the movement around the school, we are insisting on the rule that students are not allowed to 

use their phones when they are walking around the corridors or external walkways.  Students can use 

their phones in the canteen or out on the fields / tennis courts at break and lunch times.  When students 

are in the corridors, they should be walking purposefully to their next destination rather than being 

distracted by their phones. 
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We will continue to confiscate mobile phones if we see them in the corridors. Students can collect their 

phones from the school office at the end of the day.  However, if your child has had their phone 

confiscated for a third time in a short term, they will not be able to collect their phone; we will keep the 

phone safe until you can come and collect it.   Due to covid-19, please can you ensure that you call 

the school office to inform them when you are able to collect the phone so that they know to expect 

you. 

 

Fireworks 

I understand that last weekend a group of young people were acting extremely irresponsibly and 

causing distress to a number of people in our community. Although I do not believe any Langtree 

students were involved, I want to ensure that all our students remain safe. Please ensure your son or 

daughter is aware of the dangers of fireworks and that you know that they are not going to get drawn 

into this kind of dangerous and anti-social behaviour. 

 

Thank you 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to pass on my thanks to students for their response to the 

evacuation we carried out before half term. They evacuated quickly and were then very patient while 

we ensured that it was safe for the students to return. 

I have also been hugely impressed by the students’ focus since the half term break. In all the lessons 

I have visited there has been a purposeful learning ethos and a really pleasant atmosphere. As we 

always hoped, the onerous expectations that we have had to place on staff and students (which are 

essential for protecting everyone from the virus) are now becoming part of the normal routine, and 

students seem to be really enjoying their learning and the wider life at Langtree School. 

 

Warmest regards 

 

Simon Bamford 

Headteacher  


