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         10 July 2020 
 
Dear parents, carers and friends of St Aloysius, 
 
It has been the most unusual year for all of us. I appreciate that many of you have struggled juggling                    
the challenges of home learning and your own jobs/life. Please know that you are not alone, I have                  
found this challenge particularly acute - as a father of two school aged children I have found this a                   
really difficult time. As a school we are aware that the national challenges with the virus could be                  
with us for a significant length of time but it is important that all children return to us in September.                    
We are really looking forward to seeing them. 
 
Pupil Protocols 
Please find attached pupil protocols and practical information about entrances and exits which             
explains how we propose operating in September. Also find attached the summary information sheet              
which shows you in one page the key information. The overwhelming thrust of the government               
guidance is that we keep children as much as possible with their allocated classes, but having the                 
flexibility to mix the children within year groups whilst allowing staff to move between areas safely.                
Hygiene is particularly important. At St Aloysius we will have a very welcoming environment for our                
children and use a commonsense approach to ensure that they are safe but are able to thrive within                  
school structures.  
 
Curriculum 2020 
We have planned a very exciting curriculum - during lockdown staff have been developing              
exceptional History, Geography and Science schemes of learning which your children will enjoy next              
year. Alongside this we are developing our curriculum to enable our children to bounce back quickly                
to where they need to be. We will have very high expectations of your children and I know that they                    
will respond to these but we’ll give them the support they need to thrive - despite the challenges they                   
have faced recently.  
 
Reports 
The school reports have been sent out today - for those children present in Nursery, Reception, Year 1                  
and Year 2 we will give it to you by hand. Children in Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y5, alongside those children                     
who are not attending, will be sent by post today to arrive on Monday. If you would like to discuss the                     
report with your class teacher please contact the school office. 
 
Progress information for the year: 
● Over 230 pupils now regularly attend St Aloysius each day. Our Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6                   
classes are approaching capacity (60) with about sixty children regularly attending child care across Year               
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2-Year 5. We are keeping in touch with all other pupils who are not in school, typically fortnightly.  
● We are providing high quality newsletter each week for the pupils not in school and they are being                   
used as the planning for the staff in school working with groups. Next year, if necessary, we will move                   
quickly to an online teaching facility - Google Classroom.  
● Staff have been keeping pupils entertained and up-to-date with learning, whilst looking after the wider                
community with over 9000 meals sent to school/parish families and those who are self-isolating in               
Hebburn.  
● Our priority, first and foremost, has been to ensure the wellbeing of our pupils and their education.                  
Staff have sent out home learning packs, provided regular website updates, delivered stationery and              
iPads for those who would otherwise be unable to access work.  
● We have provided financial support and food parcels for families who asked for it.  
● Staff have made over 5,000 phone calls to all of our children and sorted out free school meals                   
vouchers, created risk assessments, as well as partaking in virtual meetings at various times throughout               
the day, evening and weekends.  
● We have an extremely close relationship with all of our families, including grandparents and we have                 
sent many cards and flowers to those who are self-isolating and in May/June we made and delivered                 
240 afternoon teas.  
● Since the start of the pandemic, volunteers working in our kitchens have made over 9000 meals which                  
we have sent out to school and parish families and those who are self-isolating in the local Hebburn                  
community and our wider Diocesan family. We have worked in partnership with Hebburn Helps              
foodbank and Bishop Chadwick Multi Academy Trust to arrange for food parcels to accompany these               
meals.  
● Currently, we are now supporting about 20 (down from 120) local families and single people,                
weekly. Volunteer staff, governors and friends of the school have been brilliant as they continue to assist                 
this work.  

 
It has been a challenging year and one I won’t be sad to see the back of. I am genuinely excited to see                       
school starting to return to some sort of normality in 2020/21.  
 
Nick Conway 


