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Dear Parents and Carers 

As you will have heard in last night’s Prime Minister's COVID 19 briefing, there are no plans to reopen 

secondary schools at the moment. 

It is anticipated that we will be able to invite year 10 and year 12 into school before the end of the summer 

term to begin the preparation for their important public examinations in the summer of 2021. The exact 

nature of what we will offer is not yet clear however, please be reassured I will contact you with a detailed 

programme as soon as this is available. 

You will have many questions about this and although I do not have all of the answers, I can assure you 

that our remote learning strategy using google classroom is going extremely well and, in the next phase, 

will be even more dynamic and challenging.  St Edmund’s teachers have embraced the new technology 

and are happy to innovate and adapt resources to ensure our young people are supported, challenged 

and motivated.  

I am also delighted to report that our young people have also been actively involved in continuing the 

Catholic life and charity works that are central to our school community. Please visit our website or “like” 

our facebook page to see examples of what our young people are achieving from home and also their 

commitment to community social action whilst in lockdown.  

Home “remote” learning phase 2 :  

June 1st - July 16th 2020 (taught lessons) + summer independent learning project 

Now that we have some clarification of a proposed September “full” return to school, we are planning our 

second phase of home learning which will begin on Monday June 1st and will take us through until 

September. Taught lessons with daily contact by class teachers will continue for the next 2 weeks. This 

will be followed by the usual half term break with no lessons from Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May 

From June 1st until July 16th, there will be a weekly prize draw for pupils who engage in their lessons, 

with a £10 Amazon gift voucher up for grabs! We will also have an E-learning champion in each 

department, encouraging staff and students to design innovative and exciting methods for delivering and 

completing work. If you, or your child, is unsure how to access their work on Google classroom, please 

watch this short YouTube video from our E-learning coordinator, Mr Joglekar. During this next phase of 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=STduQmKVsII&feature=youtu.be
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our online learning provision, you will be given the opportunity to receive email updates from Google 

classroom regarding the work that has been set for your child and which pieces have been completed. 

More information will be sent out before half term.    

From July until September, when we would “normally” be off for the six-week’s holiday, I know that many 

of you would like to be able to access additional work, should we still be in any form of lockdown. 

We shall be designing fun and engaging cross-curricular independent projects for each year group to 

undertake during the six weeks should you/they wish to keep some structure to the day. This will not be 

compulsory work but will be more practical and creative, involving students working in google teams to 

achieve their goals. 

Feedback on the quality and amount of work set each day shows that, for most children, we have the 

right balance. Once again, if your child is struggling to keep up with the amount of work, please contact 

your head of year who is more than happy to reassure any anxieties. We do not want any student to feel 

overwhelmed at this difficult time. 

On the other hand, if your child is currently needing any further additional support in working from home,  

can I recommend BBC Bitesize’s daily lessons https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize and the new online 

resource base the Oak Academy https://www.thenational.academy/ These are both excellent resources 

should your child tell you they have completed all of their work (perhaps very early in the day!)  and you 

feel they could do a little more.   

At the end of the day, all of our young people are unique and different and we want to make sure we 

have created a programme that is right for each one. Please remember, whatever level of support you 

can offer that you are doing a brilliant job and we want you to know how thankful we are to have your 

support throughout this unprecedented time.  

I do hope this letter finds you well.  As always, the information is subject to change at any time, but I trust 

it gives you guidance as to our plans at the moment.  

God Bless 

 

Maggie Hazeldine (Principal)  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.thenational.academy/

