
How to prepare for English exams

ENGLISH



A student, preparing for their 
GCSE English exams, said “you 
can’t revise for English!”



94% 9-4
84% 9-5
36% 9-7
Best English results in NT.

2019 Results.



GCSE English Language
Paper 1 Paper 2

Section A: Reading 
1 unseen literature 

fiction text

Section B: Writing
Descriptive or 

narrative writing

Total exam time: 1 hour and 45 mins
80 marks

Section A: Reading
1 non-fiction & 1 

literary non-fiction text

Section B: Writing
Writing to present a 

viewpoint

Exam: 
1 short form question 
(1x4 marks)
2 long form question 
(2x8 marks)
1 extended question 
(1x20 marks)

Exam: 
1  extended writing 
question (24 marks for 
content, 16 marks for 
technical accuracy)

Exam: 
1 short form question 
(1x4 marks)
2 long form question 
(1x8, 1x12  marks)
1 extended question 
(1x16 marks)

Exam: 
1  extended writing 
question (24 marks for 
content, 16 marks for 
technical accuracy)

Total exam time: 1 hour and 45 mins
80 marks



GCSE English Literature
Paper 1 Paper 2

Section A: 
Shakespeare
(Macbeth)

Section A: 
19th Century Novel

(Jekyll & Hyde / A Christmas Carol)

Section B: 
Modern Texts

(An Inspector Calls)

Section B:
Unseen Poetry

Exam: 
1 extract-based essay 
question from a choice 
of plays.
(30 marks + 4 SPag)

Exam: 
1 extract-based essay 
question from a choice 
of novels.
(30 marks)

Exam: 
1 essay question from a 
choice of two.
(30 marks)

Exam:
1 question on one unseen 
poem and 1 question 
comparing this poem with 
a second unseen poem. 
(24 marks + 8 marks + 4 
SPaG)

Total exam time: 1 hour  and 45 mins
70 marks

Total exam time: 1 hour and 40 mins
60 marks



Final Exam Dates:
English Language Paper  1 - 26th May (AM)
English Literature Paper 1 - 7th June (AM)
English Language Paper 2 - 10th June (AM)
English Literature Paper 2 - 21st June (AM)

Media Studies Paper 1 - 25th June (AM)
Media Studies Paper 2 - 29th June (PM)

Mock Exam Dates:
English Language Paper  1: Wc. 9th Nov
English Language Paper 2: Wc. 16th Nov
English Literature Paper 1: Wc. 23rd Nov
English Literature Paper 2: Wc. 30th Nov

English Revision
Weekly Online Revision
Targeted Student Intervention 



This is not about last 
minute cramming; it is 

about preparation, 
training and fine tuning.

Revision strategies for English 
Language & English Literature



The Magnificent Seven:
An Epic Tale of Preparation



Prologue:

Securing Success



Reminder of Key Documents

It has been sent to all students.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nIxRQ4qBVuURYC7APj_5QGX6W1tkWUDa7ary_4JhSbQ/edit#slide=id.g13b8d76abe_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nIxRQ4qBVuURYC7APj_5QGX6W1tkWUDa7ary_4JhSbQ/edit#slide=id.g13b8d76abe_0_0


Chapter 1:

Revision 
Materials



How can I support my 
independent preparation?

Revision Guides & Workbooks
Guides & Workbooks.

Guides are useful for those 
students willing to process 
information.

Workbooks are useful for 
those students who learn by 
doing, but often are less 
active.

Guides & workbooks are 
available to purchase from 
reception now 



Revision Strategies.

Explore useful and 
ambitious revision 
materials.

Literature.

Where can I find this?
Securing Success (Slide 8-9)



Chapter 2:

Know the Papers



Revision Strategies.

Revise the criteria of each 
question as you would 
content in any other subject.

Language & 
Literature.

Where can I find this?
Securing Success (Slide 25-40)



Revision Strategies.

Look at example papers 
to get used to them.

Language & 
Literature.

Where can I find this?
Securing Success (Slide 11)

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17MgFkX0wiw0ZQobjKGEDb85V1YFT-obU
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17MgFkX0wiw0ZQobjKGEDb85V1YFT-obU


Chapter 3:

Know the Enemy



Revision Strategies.

Get to know the 
examiner’s way of 
thinking through marked 
exemplar & exam reports.

Language & 
Literature.

Where can I find this?
Securing Success (Slide 11)

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDeUt2Z0JLazlHNms
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDeUt2Z0JLazlHNms
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dupagQiE2Z2UpZYpq7ZwUITlumOmG3nQ
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1dupagQiE2Z2UpZYpq7ZwUITlumOmG3nQ


Chapter 4:

Practise Practice



Revision Strategies.

Seek feedback for 
incremental growth

Language & 
Literature.

● Get a sample paper
● Complete a sample paper
● Get one-to-one feedback on 

sample paper
● Improve the sample paper
● Practise, practise, practise.

Where can I find this?
Securing Success (Slide 11)

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDaG41c3Z5SjlsdTA
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDaG41c3Z5SjlsdTA


Which poem will 
you compare it to?

What are the main 
messages about conflict 
in Remains?

A poetry academic, whilst studying Armitage’s Remains said “His poem remind me of 
another Power & Conflict poem studied. They both embed very powerful opinions 
about the wider effects of conflict.”

But which poem? And to what extent do you agree?
In your response you could:

● Compare the views & perspectives of both writers about conflict.
● Compare the methods used by both writers to present their views.
● Support your opinion with references to the text.

Which key methods/evidences 
might you compare between 
those poems?

What will you be 
specifically referencing 
(micro) in your 
comparison?

Practise reading 
and deconstructing 
questions.



Revision Strategies.

Devise your own 
essay questions to 
answer.

How does 
[WRITER] 
present …

Literature.



Revision Strategies.

Use Guardian 
photography section for 
Paper 1 Section A.

Language.

Where can I find this?
Securing Success (Slide 16)

https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/photography


Revision Strategies.

Use current affairs as a 
source for viewpoint 
preparation.

Language.

Where can I find this?
Securing Success (Slide 18)

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news


Chapter 5:

Look to the Past



Revision Strategies.

Study your own 
completed papers.

Language & 
Literature.



Revision Strategies.

Study previous top grade 
papers to understand 
how to be answering 
questions.

Where can I find this?
Securing Success (Slide 11)

Language & 
Literature.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDeUt2Z0JLazlHNms
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B2bRtkWy3ecDeUt2Z0JLazlHNms


Chapter 6:

Memory & Recall



Revision Strategies.

Use flashcard 
systems for key 
content.

ADVICE: Use the Support 
document you have been 
sent.

Literature.



Revision Strategies.

Amassing relevant 
Quotations.

Literature.

Where can I find this?
Securing Success (Slide 10)

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1u5PlaNZoYTy5phC34cj8B4AQEy6aJdu_9-HDWqnJ3mA/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1u5PlaNZoYTy5phC34cj8B4AQEy6aJdu_9-HDWqnJ3mA/edit


Revision Strategies.

Plan ways to stand out in 
Language Section B: fiction & 
non-fiction writing.

Language.

Structure.

Vocabulary.

Openings.

Endings.

https://quizlet.com/48203639/flashcards


Revision Strategies.

Practise your 
interrogation skills for 
the unseen sources.

Language.
● Find a typical fiction or 

nonfiction source.
● Interrogate it using the 

collection of Paper 1 & Paper 
2 questions that you should 
be memorising.

● Maximise the quality of your 
understanding in the 
‘reading’ time. 

Where can I find this?
Securing Success (Slide 8)

https://www.penguin.co.uk/search-results.html
https://www.penguin.co.uk/search-results.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news


Chapter 7:

Navigating Exams
& Strategy



Navigating for Literature

Students need to be aware of 
what they are doing in Literature 
exams.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17MgFkX0wiw0ZQobjKGEDb85V1YFT-obU
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/17MgFkX0wiw0ZQobjKGEDb85V1YFT-obU


Literature 
Paper 1

Standard 
Time

Order

Section A:
19th Century

50 mins

Section B:
Modern Text

50 mins

Total 1 hr 40

Literature 
Paper 2

Standard 
Time

Order

Section A: An 
Inspector 

Calls

50 mins

Section B: 
Unseen 
Poetry

50 mins

Total 1 hr 45

English Literature



Language 
Paper 1

Standard 
Time

Order

Extract 10-15

Q1

25-30Q2

Q3

Q4 20

Q5 45

Total 1 hr 45

Language 
Paper 2

Standard 
Time

Order

Extract 10-15

Q1

25-30Q2

Q3

Q4 20

Q5 45

Total 1 hr 45

English Language



Epilogue:

The Mindset



Mindset.

As you prepare, you must 
also prepare your mindset.

ADVICE: Use the Support 
document you have been 
sent.

What’s the question 
going to be?

Which extract will it 
be?

Which poem will it be?

Which character will it 
focus on?

I know I will be writing for 45 minutes

I know I will be using the 
micro-macro-evaluate framework

I know I will be starting with my 
argument

I know I pick some quotes from the 
extract

I know I will be discussing the parts of 
the text I remember

I know I will actually be using very, 
very little of the text itself



Mindset.

Whatever anybody tells 
you, balance is vital.

Five minutes before an 
exam, close your eyes & 
breathe deeply. Stop 
cramming.

When preparing, know 
your filter. In between 
revision, do something 
that requires very little 
processing.

In the exam, as everybody 
begins rifling through the 
paper, take three deep 
breaths to counter the 
adrenaline surge. Then 
begin.During the exam, keep 

your feet firmly on the 
floor and remember that 
you are fully grounded & 
in control.

After an exam, do not 
ruminate!

Stop thinking in terms of 
how to get a grade or mark 
- just focus and complete 
the paper, consistently.

Use what you 
know, or have 
already known.

Sleep, eat, drink, 
breathe.

There is not one 
answer. There 
are thousands of 
variations of 
response. You 
write yours.



Further Questions & Queries?

Any 
Questions?
d.horn@mardenhigh.net


