
 
 

Friday 18th December 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

We have again had quite a lot of key information published by the government in the last two                  

days regarding arrangements for schools in the new Spring term, and I want to outline what                

will be happening at Marden. This information centres around 2 key elements: 

 

1. There is to be a staggered start to the Spring term 

2. Mass coronavirus testing is to be introduced in schools during the Spring term 

 

We are entering into a period of time when the government is allowing the current, tightening                

restrictions across the country to be relaxed over the Christmas period, and the advice from               

medical experts is that this will potentially lead to a spike in positive cases of Covid. This has                  

resulted in the government instructing schools to reduce the numbers of students in schools              

in the first week of term in an attempt to reduce the spread of coronavirus.  

 

This means that Year 11 students will return as planned on Monday 4th January for face to                 

face teaching, and that students in Years 7 - 10 will return to school on Monday 11th                 

January. During that first week of term, these children will be completing school work at               

home, accessing their normal timetabled lessons through Google Classroom. There is also            

the possibility of children of key workers in Years 7 - 10 attending school during that first                 

week. If any parent is a key worker, and they wish their child to be in school from 4th                   

January, please email me directly before 4pm on 23rd December with details of your              

employment so that arrangements can be put in place. 

 

There will undoubtedly be more about mass coronavirus testing in the news in the coming               

weeks. The principle behind this is that routine and serial testing of staff and students               

enables asymptomatic Covid cases to be identified, and for contacts of these to remain in               

school until they test positive. Testing stations are being set up in several places around the                

country and now schools are being asked to set up testing sites in their buildings for routine                 

testing of staff and students. There is clearly much to do to ensure that everything is in place                  

for this testing to be delivered safely and effectively, and based on the experiences of Public                

Health England in setting up Community Rapid Testing Sites, the lead in time is several               

 



 

weeks. We hope to be able to make arrangements for the first testing of staff to take place at                   

the end of January and expand from there should that be possible. 

 

I will update everyone early in the first week of term, whether your child is in school or                  

working from home, but felt it was important to give you clarity around how your child will be                  

starting term, given that there will be much media coverage in the next few days. It is clear                  

that there will be further challenges in the New Year, but I am confident that by continuing to                  

work together in the best interests of our children, we will thrive. Until then I hope everyone                 

has a restful break. 

 

Best wishes 

 

Mr M Snape 


