
 

Tuesday 5th January 2021 

 

Dear All, 

 

I hope that everyone managed to get some rest over the Christmas break and that you were able                  

to spend some quality time with loved ones. Certainly there was a lot going on in the news and                   

media and we have now arrived at the point where we are entering into a national lockdown which                  

includes the majority of students working at home remotely. Whilst there are inevitable             

compromises that we all have to make at such times, it is important that we also make the most of                    

the opportunities that we are presented with, and that includes the quality remote learning and               

support that our staff will be providing for their students. A particularly important document is our                

Remote Learning Rationale and Expectations, which contains information and some FAQs on            

remote learning. There is also an important screencast which explains how to use Google              

Classroom. This is being sent to all students and parents today and is also available on the school                  

website under the Remote Learning button. These are really useful and important resources to              

look through as they explain what our children will be doing when working remotely, and how they                 

should be accessing their work. 

 

There will also be important information on safeguarding, preventing radicalisation, and online            

safety on the school website to support parents whilst the children are working at home, and a                 

letter will be sent to all students with important information to support their well being and on                 

keeping safe. 

 

During the announcement from the Prime Minister yesterday, it was mentioned that GCSE exams              

would not be able to go ahead as planned, and it is our understanding that the exams body Ofqual                   

will be discussing how grades will be given later this week. This of course leaves Year 11 students                  

in particular with some uncertainty, though, as I said in my message to Year 11 earlier today, this                  

should not be a source of worry for them, as their teachers will continue to work with them                  

throughout the lockdown and after, to ensure they continue to make good progress. You can see                

this message here: 

 

https://youtu.be/y2i3k_HzOOk 

 

https://youtu.be/y2i3k_HzOOk


Obviously having the right kit to access remote learning is essential, and we believe that now we                 

have been able to get devices out to families, all our students have access to some form of                  

computer or tablet to enable them to work properly from home. However, there could still be a                 

number of people needing to use one computer, so if this becomes a problem in your household,                 

do please contact Mr Anderson and he can organise the support required. His email is               

d.anderson@mardenhigh.net. We appreciate, also, that broadband width and speed can become           

an issue for some households, and if this does become problematic, please contact us to see if                 

there is anything we can do to help this situation.  

 

The Guided Choices process for Year 9 students continues unabated, and there will be a Google                

Form available to Year 9 students next week, for them to fill in their provisional choices for GCSE                  

study. Students will receive a notification from Mrs Robson next week. 

 

Just before the Christmas holidays I spoke about Lateral Flow Testing in schools. Now that we are                 

entering a lockdown and students are working from home, the mass testing that the government               

has asked us to put in place has now been put on hold for the next few weeks. Preparations for                    

this here, however, continue in the background. 

 

In my last newsletter of last term I shared with you our quote for the week which was from Helen                    

Keller: 

 

“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be done without hope and               

confidence.” 

 

When I looked at the weekend to change this for the coming week, I could find nothing better to                   

remind us of what we have - confidence in each other, and the hope that things will get better. We                    

have seen this deliver great things for Marden students and I am confident this will continue to be                  

the case this term. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and take care. 

 

Mr M. Snape 

Head Teacher 

 

mailto:d.anderson@mardenhigh.net

