
 

Friday 8th January 2021 

 

Dear All, 

 

You will, I am sure, have heard from the Secretary of State for Education on Wednesday that                 

GCSE and A level exams are to be cancelled for this year. The government has said that “we are                   

going to put our trust in teachers rather than algorithms”, and that schools are “to use a form of                   

teacher-assessed grades, with training and support provided to ensure these are awarded fairly             

and consistently.” We are confident that the grades received by our Year 11 students last year                

were arrived at through a robust and rigorous procedure that we had in place at Marden, and so I                   

am equally confident that we will be able to implement whatever system the Department for               

Education comes up with to ensure this cohort of Year 11 students achieve the grades they                

deserve. 

 

It has been left to individual schools to decide whether or not to run assessments for vocational                 

qualifications, and I am pleased to say that we will be carrying on with these assessments this                 

term. The students who are sitting these tests have been contacted individually with details.  

 

As I say, Year 11 students last year received centre assessed grades which were arrived at by                 

teachers using a variety of different data and making a professional judgment on the grade that                

each student should get in each of their subjects. They achieved excellent grades and virtually all                

of them were able to go on to study what they wanted to for Post-16. As long as year 11 students                     

continue to work hard and complete all the work that their teachers are setting them, none of them                  

should worry or be stressed by the situation with regard to exams - our staff know their students                  

well, and have their best interests at heart, whilst also being rigorous and robust in measuring the                 

progress that they are making. 

 

So, to reiterate the basics, students should get into a routine, communicate well with their teachers                

via the stream facility in Google Classroom, and work hard, and the rest will fall into place. This, of                   

course, goes for all students, not just those in Year 11. 

 

Now that we are all getting used to remote learning again, I hope that all our students are able to                    

 



access their work easily, and that it is offering an appropriate degree of challenge (to them, not                 

parents!). There has certainly been an amazing array of activities, and just yesterday I was lucky                

enough to get direct feedback from students and staff on making sword fighting videos in Drama,                

exploring the marketing mix of the 4 P’s in Business, comparing and contrasting Benidorm and               

New York in Travel and Tourism, and literary creations for the North Tyneside writing competition.  

 

We do appreciate feedback on the remote learning that is being provided. Feedback from parents               

so far has been very positive and our approach has received commendation from the Local               

Authority as it allows students to revisit work and instruction when they need to, developing their                

autonomy as a learner at the same time. The quality of this offer has benefited from focussed staff                  

CPD over the last term, and puts students in a good place to continue to make progress in their                   

learning. We are also looking at developing our remote offer further, and we have staff working on                 

providing synchronous instruction to support students when they have specific queries. There will             

be more detail on this as we roll it out over the coming days and weeks. 

 

Year 9 pupils have been invited to join a Guided choices Google classroom. Please encourage               

your child to accept the invitation and use the information included to pick their provisional choices.                

A form can be found in 'classwork' and should be completed by Friday 15th January. 

 

Sadly, the lockdown means we are not able to launch our 'Marden Achieving Success Together;               

MAST' programme this term as scheduled but plans are afoot to trial the Y11 maths MAST                

programme online. Students identified for the first round will be contacted via email and, once               

parental consent is given, will be able to take part in synchronous maths with Mr Hiscock, Mrs                 

Sloan, Ms Goldie and Mr Anderson. If successful we hope to extend the opportunity to other                

students as an alternative to extra-curricular classes during the lockdown period.  

 

In talking to a colleague this week about the importance of keeping one’s mind sharp and taking                 

opportunities when they arise, I was introduced to an app called Lumosity. The creators of this app                 

claim that it takes scientifically-validated tasks and turns them into “fun games, actionable             

feedback, and rich insights into your cognition”. There is no cost to it and it certainly looks like it’s                   

worth having a go. 

 

https://www.lumosity.com/en/ 

 

Our thought for the week next week is “reading and writing float on a sea of talk”. Put simply, talk,                    

 

https://www.lumosity.com/en/


or oracy, is the foundation of literacy. We have all observed that young children listen and speak                 

well before they can read or write, and children learn to manipulate their environment with spoken                

words well before they learn to do so with written words. Talking is especially important during                

lockdown - not only for developing our other literacy skills, but essential for maintaining good               

emotional and spiritual health. There is a great article on this at this link: 

 

https://www.firefighterscharity.org.uk/latest/its-good-to-talk-especially-during-lockdown/%20 

 

You may be aware that some mobile phone companies have been working with the Government               

on offering extensions to mobile phone data allowances. You are eligible if: you don’t have access                

to a fixed broadband connection; you cannot afford the additional data needed to access              

educational resources; you have access to a mobile device that uses a participating network. If               

anyone would like to apply for this please email Mrs Lively at school (s.lively@mardenhigh.net)              

with the following information: the account holder’s name; their mobile number (a number             

beginning with ‘07’); their mobile network; whether the account holder pays monthly or pay as they                

go. We can then submit this information to the Government website in the hope of providing further                 

support to all. 

Thank you for your continued support and take care. 

 

Mr M. Snape 

Head Teacher 
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