
 

Friday 15th January 2021 

 

Dear All, 

 

I hope that by now everyone is aware that we are introducing our well established Marden’s Got                 

Talent competition to the winter season. We are looking for contributions from students - and               

maybe even a few staff - who have got a particular talent they would like to share with us all. This                     

could be anything really, from hula-hooping to ice skating, or from singing to telling jokes. The                

poster has been emailed to all our students and appears on our website, and video submissions                

should go to mgt@mardenhigh.net. If students have any questions Miss Cathcart and Miss Laing              

are the best people to speak to. I’m sure I speak for everyone when I say we are all looking                    

forward to having our spirits raised by seeing the entries for this event. 

 

I spoke last week about the remote learning that students are accessing via Google Classroom,               

and we have this week had further feedback that asynchronous learning is working well at Marden.                

Teachers are using Screencasts to introduce lessons, model work and discuss work that should be               

completed. This form of asynchronous learning has a number of benefits and can fit different               

circumstances, for example when having to share devices. Asynchronous learning has meant that             

pupils can access the learning when it is most convenient for them. It also allows learners to revisit                  

learning and encourages depth and exploration that has clear advantages over ‘listening in’ to a               

lesson in real time. In feedback, pupils also said that they enjoyed being able to work at their own                   

pace and explore ideas and practise skills at their own pace. Asynchronous learning hones pupils               

ability to build resilience and work independently. 

 

We continue, however, to seek ways to enhance the learning experience and are keen to explore                

how live streaming may be beneficial in certain situations such as the explanation of a task, giving                 

feedback or a weekly check in where pupils can ask questions in a seminar-type forum. 

 

Therefore, over the next few weeks, some staff will experiment with using live streaming with their                

classes. For example:  

 

● Seminar style drop ins 
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● Explaining coursework 

● Modelling answers  

● Giving feedback 

 

Teachers will use the stream facility in Google Classroom to communicate ahead of time when the                

live streaming is to take place, as well as giving joining instructions to students. Live sessions will                 

be delivered when it is most appropriate to the learning. 

 

There will be further information sent to parents and students next week, including rationale and               

expectations so that everyone can use the live streaming elements of our remote learning offer               

safely and effectively. There will be a consent form at the end of the Rationale and Expectations                 

document which we ask all parents to complete if they wish their child to access live streaming                 

where it is offered. 

 

You will have seen in the news that following the continued excellent work by Marcus Rashford                

MBE, the food vouchers scheme will be operational again this term. We have agreed with North                

Tyneside Council that they will send us the printed voucher codes which we will post out to                 

families, fortnightly, so that families can redeem the codes themselves at the relevant             

supermarkets. Following discussion with the Local Authority, the information in the letter will             

explain that the £30 can be spread across different supermarkets, which we hope helps the               

process. If anyone has questions do please email Mr Anderson on d.anderson@mardenhigh.net or             

the Local Authority at participation@northtyneside.gov.uk 

 

As the situation with the virus has developed over the past weeks, I’m sure that everyone will                 

understand the need for us all to do everything we can to continue to look after each other. We are                    

in a situation in our country which is very different from 4 weeks ago, where: 

● the new strain of the coronavirus is more virulent 

● it is now widely accepted that schools and children of secondary school age are a key                

vector in the transmission of the virus 

● advisors to the government have said that masks should be worn in indoor spaces              

outside of the household 

For this reason, during this lockdown period, I am encouraging everyone to continue to wear face                

masks in the classroom. For the time being, the wearing of face masks in classrooms falls outside                 

of government guidance, and so I must stress that this is not policy, or "in force", but                 

 



encouragement. We are currently also able to physically distance students who are working in              

school, something we cannot do when school is full, and so this adds further to the armoury we                  

have at our disposal to protect against the spread of the virus. This is, of course, in addition to all of                     

the protocols which we published last term as part of our Covid-19 risk assessment. As time                

progresses, and the virus is brought under control, we will review our risk assessment again so                

that it is ready for the full return of all students and staff. 

 

There is much information that fills all our inboxes these days advising us on how best to deal with                   

a pandemic or a lockdown, but there were three in particular that caught my attention this week,                 

which centred around support for families. 

The first sees Paula Nagel, Place2Be's Principal Educational Psychologist, suggests some ways            

that you can look after your children’s, and your own, mental health and wellbeing at this unsettling                 

time. The Centre for Mental Health provides a variety of links to resources to support wellbeing of                 

children and young people, parents and carers and staff during Covid 19. Then Emerging Minds               

provides resources which children, young people and their families may find useful in the context of                

COVID-19. I have included the links below: 

 

Coronavirus: looking after your mental health at home (place2be.org.uk) 

Coronavirus: resources and information | Centre for Mental Health 

Resources for Families & Supporters - Emerging Minds 

 

Thank you for your continued support and take care. 

 

Mr M. Snape 

Head Teacher 

 

https://www.place2be.org.uk/about-us/news-and-blogs/2020/march/coronavirus-advice-for-families-staying-at-home/
https://www.centreformentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus-resources-and-information
https://emergingminds.org.uk/resources-for-families-supporters/

