
 
 
24 April 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope that this email finds you and your family in good health. The first two weeks of home learning prior to                      
Easter have been a steep learning curve for all us. I want to begin by thanking you all for your support during                      
this time. I would also like to thank those of you who have given us feedback about your experiences of remote                     
learning. None of us have ever experienced anything like this, and your comments have been very welcome.                 
We are constantly monitoring the national advice and guidance about the pandemic and the implications for                
schools. While we cannot claim to have an inside track about the date when schools will be reopened or what                    
this will involve, I must reassure you that we will act in the best interests of our community by putting health                     
and safety first and foremost in all of our preparations when that time comes. 
 
Working at home feedback 
Overall, the initial feedback we have received about remote learning has been very positive and always                
constructive. Many of you have told us that the work you have received has helped your children to learn but                    
we also know that it is difficult to help children if you are working from home, managing other dependants,                   
sharing laptops or coping with illness. We understand that during the Easter break usual routines may have                 
slipped a little but it is good to hear that families are getting back into normal working routines and sleep                    
patterns this week. 

BBC Bitesize and Oak Academy Learning  
This week has seen the launch of two national initiatives to help support students learning from home. BBC                  
have started their programme of daily lessons that can be accessed through their new phone app or through                  
the red button on your TV. The National Academy is a collection of lessons delivered by education experts.                  
Teachers have been busy this week evaluating the resources and will begin to include them into the lesson on                   
google classroom from next week. You can access the resources by clicking on the links below. You can also                   
access a link here to a short inspirational video about the uplifting feeling we get from seeing others helping                   
people in need.  

 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/410091032
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.thenational.academy/


 

 
BGLC supports our NHS workers 
In order to support the magnificent efforts of the NHS, the Science faculty at the BGLC were able to donate a                     
lot of personal protective equipment, usually worn by students performing experiments in the science labs. All                
the new and unused equipment, including goggles, disposable gloves and plastic aprons were delivered to the                
NHS distribution centre at the start of lockdown. Even though our equipment is not medical grade it was most                   
gratefully received. 
 
Support for young people 
During this period of school closure Healthy Together teams are still available to provide advice and support                 
to children and families. Please continue to refer as usual by either telephone or by emailing the service using                   
the electronic referral form. They will also continue to be available by telephone and will respond to messages                  
as quickly as possible. Parents and young people can contact the teams directly using Chat Health, the text                  
service, on 07520 615 382 (for Leicestershire and Rutland). Their websites also contain advice and support                
and are being updated regularly.  They can be found at: 

● https://healthforunder5s.co.uk/  
● https://www.healthforkids.co.uk/ 
● https://www.healthforteens.co.uk/ 

Thinkuknow.com have also produced some activity packs and information for parents that you may find useful.                
Click the link here to access the resources. 
 
And finally please look out for a video message coming out next week to show you that we miss you all                     
immensely and really cannot wait to be back to school soon. Rest assured, we know you are doing your best                    
under very difficult circumstances. We appreciate that some of you are trying to work from home whilst your                  
children are with you and that online learning is not the easiest at the best of times. We completely understand                    
how difficult this must be so please let us know if there is anything that we can do to help, do not hesitate to                        
get in touch. If you have specific IT issues you can contact our IT team via ITsupport@brookvalegroby.com. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mandy Bearne 
Acting Headteacher 
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BGLC Safeguarding Contacts for School Closure 

 
While BGLC is closed we want to ensure that students, parents and staff have access to safeguarding                 
advice and support, particularly if they are concerned about the welfare of a young person. 
 
If you are concerned about a serious and immediate risk to the well being of a young person please contact                    
one or both of: 
 
Leicestershire Police on 999 or 0116 222 2222 
and 
Leicestershire County Council Social Care Duty Team - 0116 305 0005 (including out of hours) - for students                  
who have a County address. 
or 
Leicester City Social Care Duty Team - 0116 454 1004 - for students who have a city address. 
 
BGLC will also continue to offer Safeguarding Support during any closure. In the first instance please call                 
reception on 0116 287 9921 and then if out of office hours or if reception is not open please use the contact                      
grid below. 
 

Priority Name Position Contact Details 

1 Greg Godwin Deputy Headteacher ggodwin@brookvalegroby.com 
07857 163 403 

2 Tina Rumming Pastoral Manager trumming@brookvalegroby.com 

2 Mandy Bearne Headteacher 
 

mbearne@brookvalegroby.com 

2 Michelle Cheadle Head of Post 16 mcheadle@brookvalegroby.com 

3 Kathryn Lee Asst. Headteacher klee@brookvalegroby.com 

3 Carol Hubbard Deputy Headteacher chubbard@brookvalegroby.com 

3 Chris Bugh Asst. Headteacher cbugh@brookvalegroby.com 

3 Michelle Tointon SENDCO mtointon@brookvalegroby.com 

 
Other sources of support 
 
NSPCC - 24 Hour Referral and Advice Line - 0808 800 5000 
 

Childline 0800 1111 - 24 hour advice line 
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