
 

 

 

 

7 May 2020 
 

 

SEN NEWSLETTER 

 
 

 

I hope that this letter finds your family and friends safe and well. I wanted to write to you all just 

to let you know that we are all thinking of you at this unprecedented time.  

 

I have been so impressed with the way in which our students have handled this current situation 

that we find ourselves in.  I have seen so many lovely pieces of work and wonderful emails, 

praising the students that we work with.  We have been amazed at some of the time and effort 

that students are putting in, it shows real dedication and commitment.  

 

I expect that all of you are finding things to do and are making the best of this situation and for 

that alone we are all very proud.  I only joined Hartsdown in January but it is very clear that it is 

like a family and everyone is there for the very same reason, you guys.  You are the heartbeat of 

the school and make coming to work every day a pleasure.   

 

Due to the fact that you are likely to be spending more time online, I feel that now is a good time 

to remind parents of the risks certain websites, apps and social media can pose, so that you are 

aware of the steps that you can take to protect your child. Below is a link to a safeguarding hub 

that allows parents to access interactive guidance on setting up parental controls on your child’s 

devices, as well as guidance on apps like TikTok, YouTube, Instagram and more. 

 

http://shorturl.at/ceAOQ. 

 

We have also invested in a program which includes Read&Write to support reading, writing and 

accessibility. EquatIO for maths, PDF reader for completing worksheets, and Fluency Tutor to 

help practice reading.  This is something that we may roll out into school on a permanent basis if 

we can get everyone using it.  Here is the link  

https://wakelet.com/wake/06732b2e-b554-4ed0-ac4c-13aaf57a6d49 (parents/carers) and  

 

https://wakelet.com/wake/ddbc1f6b-5a89-4626-a6c0-430a8d6d622d (students), please take a look 

and let me know your thoughts at claysonm@hartsdown.org or sen@hartsdown.org, before you 

begin, please make sure you know your school email address and password.  

 

Just pick the install for the device you're using at home - PC, Mac, Chromebook or iPad and 

follow the video guide to download and register with your school login details.  The web page 
includes training videos and extra materials to get you started. 

 

The Government is also offering free digital and numeracy skills courses at the moment.  If you 

click on the link below and then you can just sign up for any courses that you want to do. 

 

https://theskillstoolkit.campaign.gov.uk/ 
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Finally, there is one more free course that I would like to direct you to, it is regarding adverse 

childhood experiences.  It is a really insightful course that only take about 50 minutes. 

 

https://www.acesonlinelearning.com/ 

 

On a lighter note I expect that many of you have had a ‘lockdown’ birthday which has been very 

different to normal, so many happy returns for any of you who have had a birthday or are coming 

up to a birthday.  It was my birthday yesterday and although it was spent in lockdown I had a 

lovely day at home with my Sons, but what really made my day was having a bake off with all of 

the staff at Hartsdown via Zoom.  We made chocolate chip cookies!  They then really 

embarrassed me by all singing to me.  In the evening we all did a quiz together. I had to wear a hat 

(Mr Knight’s idea!) and Mr Knight had kindly put up happy birthday banners behind him and wore 

5 party hats. He ended up looking like Sonic the Hedgehog.  Alas I came second to last but may 

have actually been last…. but well done to Mr Tate and his family as they won. 

 

Anyway I must stop talking now and let you get on with your day.  Please keep talking, keep 
smiling, stay safe, look after one another and make sure you social distance.  Remember we are all 

here for you and if myself or my team can help you in any way then please get in contact at 

sen@hartsdown.org , if we can’t help we will direct you to who can. 

 

Take care everyone and hope to see you all soon. 

 

Mrs Michelle E Clayson 

SENCO/ Teacher of Mathematics 

claysonm@hartsdown.org or sen@hartsdown.org 

 

"Every teacher is a teacher of SEN" 
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