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10 December 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Important update - End of term closing date 

 

Further to the recent announcement from the DfE advising schools to close  for the christmas holidays on 

Thursday 17th December instead of Friday 18th December, I thought it appropriate to confirm our 

arrangements for Norton Infant and Norton Junior Schools. 

 

After much discussion and thought with the executive team of the XP trust and in light of the track and 

trace expectations for the senior leaders and safeguarding teams at Norton Infant and Norton Junior 

Schools, I believe it is only right that we end our term on Thursday 17th December.  I acknowledge that 

this is short notice, however the DfE announcement was not made until late on Tuesday and I needed to 

discuss with the executive team that any changes to the end of term were consistent with the other 

schools within the trust.  This has been a very difficult decision but I am sure you will appreciate the 

expectation for senior leaders and safeguarding leads to be 'on call' for 6 days after our school closure, it is 

necessary to adapt our previous plans without expecting anyone to be 'on call' on Christmas Eve.  

 

You may be aware that schools and their leaders have played a vital role in contact tracing, to help in the 

national effort to limit the spread of the virus.  This has included being available 7 days a week and during 

the October half term break. Public Health England has agreed a 6 day window after the final day of 

teaching this term in which schools and further education providers are asked to remain contactable so 

they can assist with contact tracing where necessary.  This initially meant the final day for schools to be 

contactable would be  24th December, Christmas Eve. 

 

With this in mind and following the advice from the DfE, XP Trust and its schools have decided that the 

last day of the term will be Thursday 17th December not Friday 18th December.  The significance of this is 

that as schools that finish on 17 December, the government will now not expect us to be supporting track 

and trace on 24th December (Christmas Eve) or after. 
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We have continued to operate safely with parents, children  and staff remaining covid safe and staying at 

home if unwell with symptoms and subsequently accessing a test.  To date, we have not had to close for 

any children or staff.  This is due to the vigilance of parents, children and staff, I thank you for keeping 

Norton Infant and Norton Junior Schools as safe as possible throughout the Autumn term.  We are 

hopeful that this remains the case however, we need to plan for any potential positive cases that arise 

after our closure for Christmas on 17th December.  

 

Please be aware of the following information and relevant arrangements regarding positive cases in the 

holidays: 

 

 

● Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having 
developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be 
contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS 
Test and Trace. 

● For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for 
coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, 
we will  assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual 
may have been infectious whilst in school. In this instance please contact the relevant 
school, see below:  
○ For Norton Infant School, please email  admin@norton-inf.uk 
○ For Norton Junior School, please email admin@njsch.uk 
○ School staff are not asked to remain on-call or conduct any contact tracing more 

than 6 days after the final day of teaching.  As both Norton Infant and Norton Junior 
School’s last teaching days are on Thursday 17th December, there will  be no pupil 
contact tracing asks beyond Wednesday 23rd December. 

 

As always thank you for your continued support during these strange and challenging times. 
Hopefully there is light at the end of the tunnel and we can return to more normal ways of working 
and living soon.  

 

In the words of Charlie Mackesy, “This storm will pass.” 

Take care everyone. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

Andrea Tunney  

Headteacher  
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