
  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Before signing off on the academic year 2019-20, I want to reach out to you to reaffirm our ongoing 

commitment to you in respect of the GCSE outcomes, which will be released by the school on 

Thursday 20th August. 

The cancellation of examinations this year is unprecedented, and we understand some pupils are 

disappointed they were not able to undertake the formal examination process after working so hard. 

However, I would like to reassure you that the grades awarded this year are as valid as in any other 

year.  

The grades submitted to the exam boards were agreed following a rigorous internal quality 

assurance process. We were asked to consider a range of things like classwork, homework, results in 

assignments, mock exams; any non-exam assessment or coursework that may have been done; and 

the general progress during the course. 

The final grades your child will be awarded will be decided by a standardisation model developed by 

Ofqual and the awarding organisations. This was the fairest possible approach available under 

extreme circumstances.  Grades awarded will allow pupils to progress to the next stage of their lives 

in the normal way. 

Please see below some key information from Ofqual: 

How will grades be calculated? 
 

Exam boards, using a model developed with Ofqual, will use a statistical model to 
standardise grades across centres in each subject.  
  
This model will combine a range of evidence including:  
 
• expected grade distributions at national level  
• results in previous years at individual centre level  
• the prior attainment profile of students at centre level  
  
Can I see the grades my school or college submits for me? 
No, this information will be confidential. Please do not ask your teachers or anyone else at your 
school or college, to tell you the grades they will be sending to the exam boards or where they 
have placed you in the order of students; they will not be allowed to share this with you. 

  

 

 

 



  

 

 

We understand how unsettling the past weeks have been, since the announcement that exams have 

been cancelled this summer. The Trust has set out what Ofqual are doing to provide you with 

grades. During the process for this exceptional year, every effort has been taken to create a system 

with an over-riding aim to be fair to students this summer and to make sure no one is disadvantaged 

in progress to sixth form, college, university, apprenticeships, training or work because of these 

unprecedented conditions. 

On results day, we will ensure your child is supported fully with the next steps of their education, 

employment or training.  

Once again, we thank you for your support during this challenging time.  

 

Dr P Caldwell 

Headteacher, Sacred Heart 

 

 

 

 

 
 


