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Parent/Carer Update – 8th January 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Thank you for your support over the past few days while we establish our way of 

working over the next few weeks.  I am very grateful for all of the positive feedback on 

live lessons and of course very grateful to you for all the encouragement that you are 

obviously giving your children.  We are currently seeing over 90% of live lessons being 

attended by pupils, and we are aware of very legitimate reasons why some pupils are 

not able to attend and take this into account. 

 

Y11 expectations 

We are awaiting the details on proposals for how the government will replace the 2021 

season of GCSE examinations this year - as soon as we are made aware of these plans 

we will let you know.  Please continue to encourage your child to log in to live lessons 

and access the material given to them via google classroom as, at this time, the March 

Mock Examinations are still due to go ahead. 

 

FSM 

Hampers will be available to collect from school each Monday beginning Monday 11th 

January 2021.   

 

Arbor Parental Portal 

Following on from my previous message relating to this, please keep checking your 

email for login instructions which will follow today. 
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Welfare calls 

Parents/carers may have received a welfare call this week from a member of staff at 

school.  This is designed to ensure that all pupils are accessing the live lessons, to check 

they don’t have any issues with Google classroom and to check they are well.  These 

calls will continue throughout lockdown.  If you have any other queries outside of these 

welfare calls please do not hesitate to contact the school on 

enquiries@sacredheart.npcat.org.uk. 

 

Live lessons  

We are expecting all pupils to follow their timetable and participate in every live lesson, 

every day.  Teachers are taking registers for their classes and we will inform you if your 

child has not attended these lessons. 

 

Year 9 Options 

The Year 9 Options process is still going ahead as planned, although this will now be 

done remotely.  The process will start with an individual careers interview with our 

Careers Advisor, Vicky Willis.  The interviews are aimed at encouraging our Year 9 pupils 

to begin to consider their future career path, by supplying them with impartial careers 

information, advice and guidance to coincide with the GCSE Option process.  

Further information to follow about the full Options process in the Year 9 Options 

Evening on 4th February (which will now be delivered remotely). 

 

Critical Worker Form Return 

A Google form to collect information regarding key worker status of parents/carers has 

been put onto all the school communication platforms, website, Twitter, ParentPay. 

Please can all parents/carers who are key workers please complete the form.  If you are 

not a key worker there is no obligation to complete the form. 
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BTEC Examinations 

We are still planning on all BTEC examinations going ahead at this time 

Year 10 Children’s Play, Learning and Development Exam - 24th May 2021 

Year 10 Health and Social Care Exam - June 2021 - Now postponed to January 2022 

Year 10 Engineering Exam - June 2021 

Year 11 Children’s Play, Learning and Development - Exam already completed 

Year 11 Engineering Exam - February 2021 

Year 11 Performing Arts Exam - June 2021 

Year 11 Interactive iMedia - On-going coursework 

Year 11 Health and Fitness - Exam already completed 

 

Behaviour consequences during live lessons 

It has been encouraging to see the high number of pupils accessing live lessons this 

week, engaging, learning and behaving impeccably.  May I take this opportunity to 

remind you of the protocols of pupils when in live lessons.  Pupils should have cameras 

and microphones switched off and use the chat function to communicate with their 

teacher.  The teacher may invite pupils to give answers verbally and they will be 

instructed to turn their microphone on to give the answer.  If pupils are not accessing 

live lessons in an appropriate way you may be contacted by a member of the Pastoral 

team.  If this continues pupils may not be invited to live lessons and will be expected to 

access the work through Google classroom. 

 

Y9 and Y10 Assessments 

Due to our teaching now moving to live lessons it is not possible to deliver our second 

set of formal assessments we had planned for week commencing 18th January (Year 9) 

and week commencing 25th January (Year 10).  Class teachers will still be assessing 

pupils as part of their live lesson but the formal, standardised assessments will take 

place when pupils return to school.  Pupils will get time in school to prepare for these 

assessments on their return to school. 
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Prayer for Lockdown 

A beautiful prayer was shared with me recently which I encourage you all to read and 

contemplate, maybe even share in your homes.  It reassures me of the strength we can 

call on from God and that he watches over us all in times of crisis. 

 

May God the Father who made us bless us. 

May God the Son send his healing among us. 

May God the Holy Spirit move within us and 

give us eyes to see with, ears to hear with, 

and hands that your work might be done. 

May we walk and preach the word of God to all. 

May the angel of peace watch over us and 

lead us at last by God's grace to the Kingdom.   

 

Yours faithfully 

 
Patrick Caldwell 

Headteacher, Sacred Heart Secondary. 

 


