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Parent/Carer update - 22nd January 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I am once again so very proud and encouraged by the way our pupils have engaged 

with their online learning. We have a fantastic rate of attendance and the work that 

many of your children are producing is excellent. We will be reporting more information 

to you about their engagement in live lessons as well, because we want you to be well 

informed about their engagement - by which we mean the quality of work they are 

producing rather than just their attendance at the live lesson. More information on this 

is given below.  

 

I would like to once again ask you to remember the families and individuals who 

continue to struggle through this difficult period, both here in our local community but 

also further afield in countries where they do not have access to the wonderful medical 

care we have here in the UK.  

 

Prayer: Love never fails, even in the darkest moments, love gives hope. Love compels us 

to fight against coronavirus alongside our sisters and brothers living in poverty. Love 

compels us to stand together in prayer with our neighbours near and far. Love compels 

us to give and act as one. Now, it is clear that our futures are bound together more 

tightly than ever before. As we pray in our individual homes – around the nation and 

around the world – we are united as one family. Amen  

 

Weekly assembly and daily prayer 

We continue to have our spiritual focus for the week with an assembly linked to this. 

These are placed in the year group google classrooms for pupils who are at home to 

view as well as shown to those who are in school. Each day also begins with a prayer to 

centre and focus us as we start our day. This is posted in the year group google 

classroom for students to have a moment of pause that day. 
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Reporting Attendance to Live Lessons to Parents/Carers 

Telephone calls to all parents will continue next week to ensure all pupils are accessing 

their live lessons with no issues.  

We will begin to issue information to parents on the number of live lessons attended 

and not attended by pupils. This will be sent through the Arbor parental app, please see 

the attached guide on how to download and access the app.  

Parents/carers have received an email with login details to the email address held by 

school.  

Any issue please contact the school on enquiries@sacredheart.npcat.org.uk  

 

Reporting Engagement in Live Lessons to Parents/Carers 

As part of our on-going teaching and learning expectations, we are continuing to track 

the engagement of pupils in lessons in the following ways: 

• teachers have started to set pupils on-line classwork tasks and homework tasks 

through their live lessons, which will then be submitted electronically to their 

class teachers. 

• teachers are using the chat function during the live lesson to ask pupils to type in 

answers and where possible asking pupils to unmute their microphones to 

answer questions during the lesson. 

• Pupils are starting to work collaboratively in the lesson, sharing on-line 

documents and presentations and teachers are expecting a higher level of pupil 

interaction every lesson. 

 

Your child will be shown how to submit this work on a regular basis so that their 

teachers can track their engagement in the live lesson. Being fully engaged in the lesson 

will mean that your child gets the most out of their online learning experience. 

 

In order to keep you informed of your child’s engagement in our live lessons, we will be 

reporting your child’s attendance and engagement every two weeks, starting the week 

commencing 1st February.  

Your child will get a grade from 1 - 4. 

Outstanding (1) Has taken full responsibility for completing and returning all work 

provided to an excellent standard. 

Good (2) Has completed and returned the majority of the work provided to a good 

standard.  

mailto:enquiries@sacredheart.npcat.org.uk


 

 

 

 
Headteacher: Dr P Caldwell    

Sacred Heart Catholic Secondary School, Mersey Road, Redcar, TS10 1PJ 

 Tel: 01642 487100 | Email: enquiries@sacredheart.npcat.org.uk | Website: sacredheart.npcat.org.uk 

Part of the Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust  

Concern (3) Has completed and returned some of the work provided to a reasonable 

standard.  

Serious Concern (4) Has not completed or returned any work provided. 

 

Year 11 Update 

As you may be aware through the media, the government and school leaders are in a 

consultation process to decide on how pupils will be graded in the summer. As soon as 

we are made aware of the decision we will let you know. Our advice remains the same 

as we have said previously - Y11 should be attending live lessons and completing the 

work their teacher is setting for them to the best of their ability. It is very reassuring to 

see that the vast majority of our Y11 pupils are doing this, thank you for the part you 

are playing in that. 

 

Options for Y9 

Due to the ongoing lockdown we are having to postpone our options process for the 

time being. This is to allow us enough time to be able to produce the best possible 

system which will allow you and your child to choose their options carefully and with a 

great deal of advice and guidance from the school. We will give more information on 

this before the end of this half term, but please be reassured that this delay in no way 

disadvantages your child in choosing their options next year. 

 

Flooding on Thursday 21st January 

Please accept our apologies for the brief disruption to live learning on Thursday this 

week, unfortunately due to road closures and the disruption to staff coming into and 

leaving school we took the decision to suspend ‘live lessons’ for that day. We have now 

resumed live lessons and thank you for your patience.  

 

Free School Meals update 

From week commencing Monday 25th January all pupils in receipt of Free School Meals 

will receive a £15 voucher per week.  These will be emailed directly to parents.  If you 

have any issues or if you believe you may now be entitled to Free School Meals please 

email fsm@sacredheart.npcat.org.uk 
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Arbor Parent Portal 

Since the start to the new term we have launched in school the new Arbor parent app. 

Once logged in the app enables parents/carers to access live information on their childs’ 

attendance, awarding of achievement points and behaviour points and much more. 

Please see attached guide on how to download and access the app.  

Parents/carers have received an email with login details to the email address held by 

school.  

Any issue please contact the school on enquiries@sacredheart.npcat.org.uk  

 

Pupils of key worker/Vulnerable pupils 

Throughout the national lockdown Sacred Heart has continued to be open for those 

pupils who are vulnerable or the children of Key workers.  

 

If you are a key worker and your children need to attend school please can you book in 

your child using the booking form by copying and pasting the following link into your 

browser:-

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfOaB6obhbpnbQPpZfrav_orlNeYP

R6wvBne95uVva1B3TLw/viewform  

 

With live lessons replacing physical lessons it is imperative that pupils of key workers or 

vulnerable pupils arrive to school for 8:25am, fully equipped for the day, including a 

face mask, and in full school uniform. This includes black school shoes, black school 

trousers/skirts and a school tie. 

 

Pupils without full school uniform or a face mask will be provided with appropriate 

uniform or a face mask  
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Revision Guides 

We still have a number of revision guides in school that have been ordered and paid for 

and just need collecting.  School is open from 8am until 3pm daily. 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
 

Patrick Caldwell 

Headteacher, Sacred Heart Secondary 
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