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ReadingJohn 14 4-9

“And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?” 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If 
you know me, you will know my Father also. From now 
on you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said to 

him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 
satisfied.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all 

this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 

you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 



Reflection

From positive energy at the beginning of their discipleship emotions 
change later on as Jesus introduces the notion of their parting in 

order for him to be glorified. He encourages them not to be afraid - 
and to show their solidarity with him and one another through acts 
of love. “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples”. They 

are to trust that their solidarity would lead ultimately to a fuller 
understanding of what he was promising beyond their cognitive 
understanding. It’s Thomas who seeks further assurance about 

where Jesus is going and how the disciples are expected to know 
the way. To which Jesus describes himself as being the way to the 

Father. But Thomas presses still further “show us the Father and we 
ask no more”. Yet this urgency to have a full vision of the Father 
indicates how little has been grasped of what Jesus has revealed 
about himself. For in him, Thomas and the others had seen and 

known as much as a person is capable of seeing and knowing God in 
this world.



Prayer
   

Give me my scallop shell of quiet,
My staff of faith to walk upon;
My scrip of joy, immortal diet;

My bottle of salvation;
My gown of glory (hope’s true gage);

And thus I’ll make my pilgrimage.
Sir Walter Raleigh (1554-1618)

We pray especially for
   

Our government and all in authority, all who are making difficult 
decisions about the right way to respond to this pandemic. 


