
 

 

Dear Parents 
 
I do hope this message finds you and your families well. 
 
We have received many positive comments about the changes that were recently made to our 
remote-learning programme.  Whilst there will no doubt be further developments to come, I 
am pleased to hear that you are finding the revised timetable and simplified scheduling of work 
of benefit to you and your children. 
 
As you are aware, schools have been asked to provide the examination boards with ‘calculated 
grades’ for all our year 11 students in each of their GCSE subjects.  It is important that staff are 
given time to undertake this very important task in the timescales set by the government. 
 
In order to support staff in this vital work, next Thursday (7 May) will be a ‘consolidation day’ 
for students.  On this day, the normal remote-learning timetable will be suspended.  Students 
should use this time to complete any outstanding tasks, reflect on their learning and focus on 
their well-being.  Further optional activities will also be made available to complement the 
challenges that are also currently available via our Super Curriculum. 
 
Please note that on this day, teachers will not be available to answer any queries or questions.  
This will enable them to focus on the key task of responding to the requirement to produce the 
calculated grades, as well as undertake any further preparation for the up-coming week’s 
remote learning programme. 
 
The school will still be open as usual for children of key workers and those considered 
vulnerable. 
 
It is possible that we may need to have further consolidation days to enable staff to have 
enough time to complete this vital task for our year 11 students, as well as ensuring that the 
remote-learning programme continues to be properly planned and resourced.  I will advise you 
in due course if this is needed. 
 
Thank you for your understanding. 
 
I have been delighted to hear from staff about so many examples of outstanding work that is 
being completed by your children. 
  



 

It is clear that they are working very hard under these unusual circumstances and I thank you 
for the support you are giving them whilst they learn at home. We are working to collate 
examples of the students’ efforts and will share them with you over the coming weeks.  I also 
understand that there has been a marked increase in the use of the GCSE Pods by students in 
year 10.  This is an excellent resource and I am pleased to see that it is being used so well.  
Ms Froud has also just informed me that Oathall are currently 9th out of 82 schools in the 
Virtual Sussex Games - excellent news and well done to all involved. 
 
Aside from next Thursday of course, email is still the best way to communicate with the 
teachers.  I know that colleagues are spending much time responding to questions from you and 
their students throughout the day.  Can I ask you to avoid using the facility within Google 
Classroom to post comments and questions, as these become what is effectively a public forum 
and it is not the best format to get your questions resolved. 
 
There continues to be much speculation about how and when schools across the country will 
reopen. We are imagining and tentatively planning for a variety of possible scenarios.  I am also 
in regular discussion with other West Sussex headteachers.  The Secretary of State has 
indicated that the return will be undertaken in a phased manner and that suitable notice will be 
given for us to prepare accordingly.  Beyond that, I, like everyone, await further news which I 
am anticipating might well be by the end of next week. 
 
Lastly, Friday 8th May is a Bank Holiday.  The school site will be fully closed that day and the 
remote-learning timetable will also be suspended.  I do hope you are able to enjoy the longer 
weekend. 
 
With very best wishes 
 

Edward Rodriguez 
Headteacher 


