
 
 

Dear Parents 
 
I hope this note finds you and your families well. 
 
No doubt you will be aware of the recent government announcements relating to the 
reopening of schools.  Following the Prime Minister’s address last Sunday, much information 
and guidance has been published by the Department for Education.  Whilst the initial focus 
has been on children in the primary sector and early years, the government has stated their 
ambition to see some ‘face-to-face’ teaching for students in year 10 ‘at some time after the 
1st June. 
 
I want to stress that any plans to bring more students back to Oathall will be based on our 
confidence that we can keep both students and staff safe. 
 
We will need to consider many factors, including but not exclusively: 
 

● Availability of staff 
● Ability to maintain social distancing and the total numbers that can be 

accommodated on site 
● Limits on group size in our context 
● Access to handwashing facilities 
● Appropriate use and availability of PPE 
● Adjustments to site cleaning regimes 
● Management of break times and starts and ends of days 
● Safe transit to and from school 
● Impact on the remote learning programme, once more staff are on-site involved 

directly with students 
 
Over the coming days we will be completing a full risk assessment to cover all activities 
involved in a potential phased return. 
 
As part of any subsequent planning, we will need to identify the members of staff who are 
available to attend Oathall, recognising that some will be in vulnerable groups themselves or 
who have dependents at home who could not be kept safe if the staff member came to 
work on site. 
 



 

Further to this and prior to drawing up any detailed timetables, we must agree the 
day-to-day procedures which would need to be in place to ensure that everyone is kept 
safe. 
 
Any plan will be shared with you as parents, as well as staff and college governors and 
adjusted as appropriate to any feedback received. 
 
Before we move to welcome any further students back to Oathall, the final plan must be 
clearly communicated so that everyone concerned knows what is expected of them. 
 
Bearing all this in mind, it is difficult to state with certainty when the first students will be 
invited back to school for their face-to-face sessions with their teachers.  However, I will 
ensure that plenty of notice is given to you as appropriate. 
 
The government has published much guidance over the past few days but significantly they 
have asked us to consider our own local circumstances in our planning for any phased 
return of students.  
 
You may find the specific guidance for parents from the DfE of use, which can be found 
here. 
 
It is apparent that we are unlikely to see students in other year groups before September at 
the earliest.  We are very mindful of the increasing challenges to keep the children 
motivated in their studies over such a protracted period and I wanted to extend my thanks 
to you for the extraordinary job you are all doing supporting the education of your children 
at this time. 
 
Your feedback has been so very useful in developing our remote-learning programme and I 
know that the staff have worked hard to respond to the comments they have received.  We 
are continuingly looking to enhance things further and are actively exploring the use of 
pre-recorded video, in particular, to enrich the experience that your children are getting. 
 
With kind regards 
 
 
Edward Rodriguez 
Headteacher 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers

