
History Year 7 and 8 Summer 
Reading List

Hello everyone,
Congratulations on your wonderful work this year in history and we hope you have a great 
summer. 
If you’re looking for inspiration over the holidays, take a look at the suggestions below. Also keep 
an eye on our Google Classroom to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain 
(code 2ia2lgp) -lots of resources on here to take a look at, such as videos, articles and ideas for 
activities.
Our ‘History- Just for Fun’ Google Classroom (code gfqr7gc) has lots of links too! 

History helps us understand how our world today was shaped...
One of the best things you can do to prepare for history in Year 8 and 9 is to keep an eye on 
current affairs, so watch reputable news (not relying on social media!) and read different 
newspapers.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround 
Read this article on Black Lives Matter- https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-53273381
This is also a great book to help understand how countries are run-
Politics for Beginners by Louie Stowell 

Want some inspiration from history?
To help motivate ourselves for the year ahead, why not take a look at these books and websites 
for the stories of individuals who’ve inspired change through history?
https://www.historyplace.com/speeches/previous.htm -just some of the greatest speeches ever 
made- do your own research on this too, there are so many out there and we’d love to hear your 
favourite!
Fantastically Great Women Who Changed The World by Kate Pankhurst
Little Leaders: Bold Women in Black History and Little Legends: Exceptional Men in Black 
History, both by Vashti Harrison

Just fancy finding out a bit more? Check out these websites-  
 https://meanwhileelsewhereinhistory.wordpress.com/ - tells you what else was happening around 
the world at the same time as the events you’ve been studying in school!
https://www.historyextra.com/  -articles from the BBC History magazine
https://www.historypod.net/ - tells you a little about what was happening ‘on this day in history’- a 
great one to dip in and out of!

Have fun and we 
look forward to 

seeing you in the 
new term!


