
Blood Brothers

A brief introduction



Your play study

For section B of your written exam you will be asked to answer 
questions on a play that we have studied given to use from the exam 
board. This play is called ‘Blood Brothers’. For those of you wanting to 
get a head start over the Summer I have put a bit of information and 
some tasks for you to work on here. I have also included a revision 
booklet which I give out in year 11 (the Pixl booklet). You may want to 
look at this to see what sort of areas of the play you’d need to focus on, 
don’t worry if you can’t complete this booklet or find some of it difficult! 
We will be working on filling in the gaps during the course and would 
look at completing the booklet in year 11 for your exam revision. 



What is it about?

The story is a contemporary nature versus nurture plot, revolving 
around fraternal twins Mickey and Eddie, who were separated at birth, 
one subsequently being raised in a wealthy family, the other in a poor 
family. The different environments take the twins to opposite ends of 
the social spectrum, one becoming a councillor, and the other 
unemployed and in prison. They both fall in love with the same girl, 
causing a rift in their friendship and leading to the tragic death of both 
brothers. Russell says that his work was based on a one-act play that 
he read as a child "about two babies switched at birth ... it became the 
seed for Blood Brothers." (Wiki)

Key themes

- Social class 
and inequality

- Superstition 
and fate

- Violence

These are the main 3 
but there are others 
such as:

*Coming of Age
*Power of the Past

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nature_versus_nurture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fraternal_twin


What can you do over the 
Summer?

*Get hold of a copy of the play and read it (we will read it 
together in class but you may prefer to read it all yourself 
without stopping and starting). The copy I have pasted here is 
the one the exam board ask us to use (there are slightly 

different edits otherwise). 

*Fill in the Pixl booklet as you go to keep a record of events as 
they happen. This will help with revision later in the course.



More...

*Try out the Liverpool (Scouse) accent. Listening and 
practising is the best way to get used to doing an accent. 
There are loads of YouTube accent workshops you can find, 
here is one:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_C4PDSfQJA

This will be useful because you will be acting out scenes in our lessons. You will 

need to decide on staging and acting choices to show your understanding of the 

play and to highlight the key themes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_C4PDSfQJA


Still more...

Here is a link to the BBC Bitesize website which has 
loads of info on Blood Brothers as well as revision 
tasks. For those of you who want to have a go, you 
may want to try some questions and see how you 
do. It’s always good to see the difference to how 
you’ll answer after we’ve worked on the play.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zptq6fr/revision/1

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zptq6fr/revision/1


If you have any questions or want 
to look at more… please email 
me. I’ll check emails over the 
Summer (less frequently but I will 
check!) See you in September!

mnewman@oathall.org 

mailto:mnewman@oathall.org

