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Activity 2 – Identifying Subject Terminology

In this activity, you will be looking at how to spot when other people use special 
features in their writing. If you forget what a word means, you can either look it up or 
look back at activity 1.

First complete the five tasks below, then use the answers at the end to mark and 
correct your work.
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Task 1 – Read the extract below from The Power and then label 
where these features have been used: imagery, simile, senses.

The sky is pale blue-grey as a pebble and feathered with 

cloud, the sound of the ocean is quiet as a mother 

shushing her baby, when the girls walk down to the shore 

in their nightgowns.

Task 2 – Read the extract below from The Heart of the Matter and 
then label where these features have been used: senses, simile, 
imagery, alliteration. 

It was past midnight when he drove into town. The houses 

were white as bones in the moonlight; the quiet streets 

stretched out on either side like the arms of a skeleton, 

and the faint sweet smell of flowers lay on the air.
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Task 3 – Read the extract below from The Dress Shop of Dreams 
and then label where these features have been used: metaphor, 
senses, personification, alliteration. 

When Walt sneaked through the door, under his father’s 

arm, he let out a gasp of delight. He had stepped into a 

kingdom: an oak labyrinth of bookshelves, corridors and 

canyons of literature beckoning him, whispering 

enchanting words Walt had never heard before. The air 

was smoky with the scent of leather, ink and paper, 

caramel-rich and citrus-sharp. Walt stuck out his small 

tongue to taste this new flavour and grinned, sticky with 

excitement. And he knew, all of a sudden and deep in his 

soul, that this was a place he belonged more than any 

other. 
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Task 4 – Read the short, humorous poem below (A Word to 
Husbands) and then label where these features have been used: 
stanza, rhyme, volta, enjambment.

To keep your marriage brimming

With love in the loving cup,

Whenever you’re wrong, admit it;

Whenever you’re right, shut up.

Task 5 – Read the extract below from Martin Luther King’s speech, I 
Have a Dream, and then label where these features have been used: 
repetition, alliteration, metaphor, emotive language.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live 

out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to 

be self-evident; that all men are created equal."

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the 

sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners 

will be able to sit down together at the table of 

brotherhood.
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I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, 

a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with 

the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of 

freedom and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live 

in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of 

their skin but by the content of their character.

I have a dream today.
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Answers

Task 1

The sky is pale blue-grey (imagery) as a pebble (simile) 

and feathered with cloud, the sound of the ocean (senses) 

is quiet as a mother shushing her baby (simile) when the 

girls walk down to the shore in their nightgowns.

Task 2

It was past midnight when he drove into town. The houses 

were white as bones (simile) in the moonlight; the quiet 

(senses) streets stretched (alliteration) out on either side 

like the arms of a skeleton (simile), and the faint sweet 

smell (alliteration + senses) of flowers lay on the air.

Task 3

When Walt sneaked through the door, under his father’s 

arm, he let out a gasp of delight. He had stepped into a 

kingdom (metaphor): an oak labyrinth of bookshelves, 
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corridors and canyons of literature (metaphor) beckoning 

him, whispering enchanting words (personification) Walt 

had never heard before. The air was smoky with the scent 

(alliteration + senses) of leather, ink and paper, caramel-

rich and citrus-sharp (senses). Walt stuck out his small 

tongue to taste this new flavour (senses) and grinned, 

sticky with excitement (metaphor). And he knew, all of a 

sudden and deep in his soul, that this was a place he 

belonged more than any other. 

Task 4

(Whole poem = one stanza)

(Enjambment happens on every single line)

To keep your marriage brimming

With love in the loving cup (rhyme with “up”),

Whenever you’re wrong, admit it;

Whenever you’re right, shut up (volta).
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Task 5

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live 

out the true meaning of its creed: "We hold these truths to 

be self-evident; that all men are created equal."

I have a dream (repetition) that one day on the red hills of 

Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of former 

slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table 

of brotherhood (emotive language).

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, 

a state sweltering with the heat of injustice (emotive 

language and metaphor), sweltering with the heat of 

oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom 

(metaphor and emotive language) and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live 

in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of 

their skin but by the content of their character 

(alliteration).

I have a dream today (repetition).


