
Reading and annotating the 
opening of a novel 

Analyse the opening of these stories



How?

You should highlight anything interesting that 
you find, adding notes about what devices the 
writer uses, but also what the effects of them 
are. 

Key Terminology

Devices

Narrator, viewpoint, simile, metaphor, 
personification, imagery, alliteration, pathetic 
fallacy, hyperbole, adjectives, description, 
idiom... 

Effects/purpose

Tone, prediction, atmosphere, opinion, moral, 
dramatic irony, tension, suspense,  



Example homework annotation



Antidote - Malorie Blackman



The Scorch Trials - James Dashner
Antidote - Malorie Blackman



Teen Fiction



Blitzcat - Robert Westall
Answer:
Paragraph 1 
- narrative viewpoint at the start. 
- what do we focus on? What do we 
learn? Why?
What is our relationship with the 
character?

Paragraph 2
How does the second paragraph shift 
our view of the setting?
(juxtaposition/contrast)

Paragraph 3 
How does the shift into the character’s 
thoughts change our understanding of 
him/the setting/our relationship with 
him?

Paragraph 4
How is the last sentence significant?

How does the writer use structure to interest you as a 
reader?



The Lies We Tell Ourselves - Robin Talley

How does the writer use language 
to describe the school?

Answer Plan:
Paragraph 1 
How does the writer make it seem 
impressive?

Paragraph 2
How does the writer make it seem 
intimidating?

Paragraph 3 
What is the effect of the contrast 
between Jefferson High and the 
other school?



Welcome To Nowhere - Elizabeth Laird How does the writer use structure to interest you as a 
reader?

Answer Plan:
Paragraph 1 
- narrative viewpoint at the start. 
- what do we focus on? What do we 
learn? Why?
What is our relationship with the 
character?

Paragraph 2
How does the second paragraph shift our 
view of the setting? What might you 
predict?
(time shift)

Paragraph 3 
How is the last sentence significant? 
What do we learn about the character?



The Year of the Rat - Clare Furniss
How does the writer use structure 
to interest you as a reader?

Answer Plan:
Paragraph 1 
- narrative viewpoint at the start. 
- what do we focus on? What do we 
learn? Why?
What is our relationship with the 
character?

Paragraph 2
How does the second paragraph shift our 
view of the setting? What might you 
predict?
(time shift)

Paragraph 3 
How is the last sentence significant? 
What do we learn about the character?


