
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year   9   Summer   Learning   Pack   

Summer   2020   
Writing   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
In   this   section   you   will   find:   
 
Creative   Writing   Prompts:  
Writing   about   ourselves  
Writing   about   nature  
Writing   around   a   picture  
 
Non-fiction   Writing   Prompts:   

● Article   on   George   Floyd   Protests  
● Blog   Post   on   Teenage   Dating   During   Lockdown  
● Speech   on   Dark   Humour   in   Dark   Times  

 
Writing   about   Reading   Prompts:  

● Response   prompts  
● Reading   Activities  

 
How   to   use   these   prompts:  
 
You   choose   what   you   want   to   write   about !   Try   to   do   a   few   from   each  
section,   but   you   can   choose   what   prompts   to   do.   You   may   want   to   write  
them   or   type   them.   If   you   need   some   inspiration   try   picking   up   a   book  
and   see   how   the   writer   of   that   book   has   used   language   in   a   clever   or  
interesting   way.     All   the   questions   under   the   prompts   are   there   for  
guidance.   You   do   not   have   to   address   them   all   in   your   writing.     You  
absolutely   should    not    complete    all    of   these   tasks    Have   fun!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Creative   Writing   Prompts  
Writing   About   Ourselves  

 
The   best   writers   know   how   to   look   at   the   world   around   them   and   turn   it  
into   something   worth   writing   about.   Use   these   writing   exercises   to   help  

strengthen   your   writing   muscles.  
 

‘I   Remember’  
● Begin   with   ‘I   remember’   for   ten   minutes   and   see   where   this   takes  

you.   
● Let   the   memories   flow   and   write   whatever   comes   to   mind.   This   will  

help   you   draw   inspiration   from   all   of   your   lived   experiences.  
● Ex:   I   remember   chilly   walks   to   school,   a   cup   of   milky   sugary   tea   at  

my   desk.   I   remember   family   holidays   when   the   world   outside   was  
bitter   cold   but   the   house   was   filled   with   love   and   warmth...  

● Write   for   10   minutes.   Don’t   think,   just   write.  
 
Where   is   home   for   you?  

● Write   for   10   minutes  
● Describe   what   it   sounds   like,   what   it   looks   like,   and   how   it   feels   to  

be   there.   
● Home   doesn’t   have   to   be   where   you   live.   It   can   be   a   place   where  

you’re   really   comfortable   and   enjoy   spending   time.  
 
What’s   in   front   of   you?  

● This   is   a   good   writing   activity   to   do   if   you   are   ever   feeling   a   bit  
anxious.   

● Beige   carpet,   wastebasket,   four   legs   of   a   wood   chair,   and   white  
wall.   On   the   wall   hangs   a   jaunty   abstract   painting   of   Buddha   and   a  
cat.   A   lamp   is   on   the   table.   

● If   something   comes   to   mind   and   it   isn’t   right   in   front   of   you,   write   it  
down   anyway.   It   might   be   worth   writing   about   later.   

● Write   for   7   minutes   and   see   where   your   mind   takes   you.   
 
Bicycle  



● Write   about   a   memory   associated   with   a   bicycle.   The   spokes,   the  
wheels,   the   narrow   seat.  

● Write   for   10   minutes.  
 
Outside  

● Tell   me   about   a   time   you   slept   outside.   
● Write   about   the   weather,   who   you   are   with,   the   sounds,   the  

emotions,   and   you’re   surroundings.   
● Add   in   lot’s   of   descriptive   imagery   and   craft   an   atmosphere.  

 
 

Writing   About   Nature  
Writing   about   nature   is   a   great   way   to   practice   descriptive   writing   and  

practice   using   sensory   details.   
 

Where   is   the   hottest   place   you’ve   ever   been?  
● Describe   the   way   the   heat   felt   on   your   skin  
● Were   you   able   to   think   clearly?  
● Was   it   beautiful   or   uncomfortable?  
● What   did   you   do   or   want   to   do   to   cool   down?  
● Can   you   use   similes   or   metaphors   to   describe   the   heat?  

 
What   is   the   winter   like?  

● How   does   the   winter   look?  
● How   would   you   describe   the   way   cold   feels   to   someone   who   has  

never   felt   it   before?  
● What   colours   do   you   see   in   winter   that   you   don’t   see   in   other  

seasons?  
● What   are   people   in   the   winter   like?  

 
Tell   me   a   story   about   a   forest.  

● Who   is   in   the   forest?  
● What   does   it   look   like?  
● What   does   it   sound   like?  
● Where   is   there   sunlight?  



● What   colours   can   be   seen?  
● What   contrasts   can   be   described?  
● What   is   the   person   or   thing   doing   in   the   forest?  
● What   happens   in   the   forest?  
● Write   for   15   minutes   

 
What   Is   Happening   in   this   Picture?  

 
Using   a   picture   is   a   great   way   to   get   some   inspiration.   Remember   to   pick  
out   small   details   and   imagine   what   else   might   be   happening   around   the  

picture.   Get   creative   with   it   and   have   fun!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



What   is   happening   in   this   picture?   What   might   it   be   depicting?   Write   a  
descriptive   account   of   this   image.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What   is   happening   in   this   picture?   Why   are   people   here?   What   might   the  
woman   in   the   white   shirt   be   thinking?   Use   vivid   language   to   describe   the  
grass,   the   trees,   the   dogs,   and   the   people.   How   might   this   picture   offer   a  
contrast   to   the   busy   city   around   the   park?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where   would   you   like   to   be   stranded?   What   would   you   do   if   you   spend  
lockdown   on   a   tropical   island?   What   would   your   surroundings   look   like?  
How   would   you   spend   your   time?   What   would   be   your   ideal   setting?  
 
 

Non-fiction   Writing   Prompts  
 

Writing   is   a   grea   tool   to   use   to   help   you   make   sense   of   the   world   around  
you.   As   you   become   older   it   is   important   that   you   re   thinking   about   social  
and   cultural   issues.   Plus,   on   GCSE   English   Language   Paper   2   you   will  

need   to   write   non-fiction   task.   This   is   a   great   place   to   start.  
 

For   each   writing   prompt   think   of   how   you   can   engage   the   audience,   how  
you   can   inform   them   of   your   opinion,   how   you   can   give   the   data   and  

information,   how   you   can   leave   them   feeling   motivated   to   make   a  
change   or   learning   more.   Remember   to   write   in   a   professional   but  

personal   voice.   



 

What   Is   Your   Reaction   to   the   Days   of   Protest   That   Have   Followed  
the   Death   of   George   Floyd?  

● After   an   African-American   man   died   in   police   custody   in  
Minneapolis,   thousands   have   taken   to   the   streets   across   the  
country   to   express   their   grief,   frustration   and   anger   about   police  
violence.  

● Students,   we   want   to   hear   your   thoughts   about   what   is   going   on.  
Write   an   article   in   which   you   discuss   your   reaction   to   the   protests  
going   on   across   the   globe.  

● Read   more   here:  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/01/learning/what-is-your-reactio 
n-to-the-days-of-protest-that-have-followed-the-death-of-george-flo 
yd.html  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How   Has   Social   Distancing   Changed   Dating   for   Teenagers?  

● Do   you   have   a   significant   other?   Do   any   of   your   friends?   How   has  
the   coronavirus   pandemic   affected   teenage   couples?  

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/01/learning/what-is-your-reaction-to-the-days-of-protest-that-have-followed-the-death-of-george-floyd.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/01/learning/what-is-your-reaction-to-the-days-of-protest-that-have-followed-the-death-of-george-floyd.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/01/learning/what-is-your-reaction-to-the-days-of-protest-that-have-followed-the-death-of-george-floyd.html


● Write   a   blog   post   or   article   about   this   topic,   explaining   your   point   of  
viewing   and   creating   examples   for   your   reader.   

● Read   more   here:  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/18/learning/how-has-social-dist 
ancing-changed-dating-for-teenagers.html  

Is   It   OK   to   Laugh   During   Dark   Times?  
● Humour   is   one   of   the   main   coping   mechanisms   during   periods   of  

sickness,   death   and   anxiety.   Is   it   appropriate   to   make   jokes   in   a  
pandemic?  

● Write   a   speech   in   which   you   explain   your   point   of   view.   
● Remember   to   state   your   point   of   view,   give   2-3   reasons   why,  

engage   the   audience,   explore   other   points   of   view   and   write   in   an  
informative   and   persuasive   way.   

● Read   more:  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/29/learning/is-it-ok-to-laugh-duri 
ng-dark-times.html  

 

Reader   Response   Prompts  

Use   these   prompts   and   activities   to   go   along   with   the   books   you’re  
reading   this   Summer.   You   may   want   to   keep   a   reading   journal   or   even  

start   blogging   about   your   books.  

Writing   Prompts:  

● What   were   your   feelings   after   reading   the   opening   chapter   of   this  
book?  

● Did   this   book   make   you   laugh?   cry?   cringe?   smile?   cheer?  
Explain.  

● What   connections   are   there   between   the   book   and   your   life?  
Explain.  

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/18/learning/how-has-social-distancing-changed-dating-for-teenagers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/18/learning/how-has-social-distancing-changed-dating-for-teenagers.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/29/learning/is-it-ok-to-laugh-during-dark-times.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/29/learning/is-it-ok-to-laugh-during-dark-times.html


● What   is   the   most   important   sentence/paragraph/passage   in   this  
book?   The   most   important   event   or   feeling?    Explain.  

● Do   you   like   the   ending   of   the   book?   Why   or   why   not?   Do   you   think  
there   is   more   to   tell?   

● What   makes   you   wonder   in   this   book?   What   confuses   you?  
● In   what   ways   are   you   like   any   of   the   characters?   Explain.  
● Do   any   of   the   characters   remind   you   of   friends,   family   members,  

or   classmates?   Explain.  
● What   would   you   and   your   favourite   character   talk   about   in   a  

conversation?   Begin   the   conversation.  
● What   was   the   author’s   purpose   for   writing   this   book?  

 
Other   Activities:   
 

● Write   a   poem   about   your   book.  
● Write   a   feasible   solution   for   a   problem   a   character   has   that   is  

different   from   anything   suggested   in   the   book.  
● Give   3   reasons   why   this   book   should   be   taught   to   the   whole   class.  
● Choose   a   food   that   represents   this   book   and   explain   why.  
● Create   a   theme   song   with   lyrics   for   the   book.  
● Write   a   letter   to   the   author   of   your   book.  
● Choose   a   character   of   the   book,   decide   what   would   be   an  

appropriate   birthday   present   for   that   character   and   explain   why.  
● Make   a   list   of   the   characters   in   your   book   and   then   create   a   cast  

of   famous   people   that   you  
● would   choose   to   portray   that   character   if   you   were   making   a  

movie.  
● Make   a   comic   strip   of   the   story.   (minimum   3   frames)  
● Make   a   timeline   of   the   major   events   (minimum   5   events)   in   this  

story.   You   must   illustrate   each   event   and   label   each   event   with   a  
caption   or   description.  

● Make   a   list   of   characters   in   your   book.   Transform   the   major  
characters   in   your   book   to   animals.    Decide   upon   an   animal   for  
each   based   upon   personality   traits.  

 
 

 



 

 

 


