
 

 

                             3rd April 2020 

Dear parents/carers, 

Today is the last day of the spring term and so this letter includes a few 

updates before we finish for two weeks.   

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the fantastic staff and 

pupils in school yesterday who used their time to make 80 disposable 

face visors for frontline medical staff at Willow Wood Hospice and 

Tameside Hospital – what a brilliant idea!  We have been inundated with 

requests for more and it’s heart-breaking that we only have the capacity 

and resources to make a relatively small number.  If anyone has any 

0.5mm or 0.88mm polypropylene sheets that they could donate, we 

could put them to very good use!  If you can help, please contact school 

via admin@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk putting VISORS as the email subject.   

 

Easter break 

After today, Friday 3rd April, it is officially the school holidays for two weeks.  Hyde Community College will remain 

open for children of key workers only during this period. Please note that staff will not otherwise be available during 

the break although our pupil support line (help@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk) will be checked throughout. 

This is a time for pupils to take a rest, read a good book and maybe become involved in the many activities that are 

being promoted to ensure their general well-being and personal development. 

Below are some links that you may find useful. 

https://www.actionforhappiness.org/active-april  (mindfulness) 

http://www.kidsmathgamesonline.com/sudoku.ht ml (sudoku) 

https://thewordsearch.com/printable/  (word searches) 

This is also an opportunity to participate in new activities. Below are examples of this. 

Joe Wicks live PE lessons at 9am every day on YouTube 

The Great Indoor Activities – Bear Grylls has teamed up with the Scouts to provide 100 indoor activities such as 

origami and making hot air balloons on a weekly live feed.  https://www.scouts.org.uk/the-great-indoors/  

David Williams is providing free daily audio stories through his website at 11am 

https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/  

Myleene Klass’ Music. Children can participate with live music sessions with items from around the house and learn 

about music: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQh2wgJ5tOrixYBn6jFXsXQ  
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Oti Mabus’s Dance Classes. Free online dance classes from the judge of Strictly Come Dancing 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqwXciMDFYA  

Jamie Oliver’s Cooking Classes. Jamie Oliver is back on Channel 4 with ‘Keep Cooking and Carry On’ broadcast every 

week night at 5.30pm 

 

Stay at home 

As we approach better weather it is tempting to let children out however, the advice for everyone is very clear - stay 

at home to slow the spread of Covid19 and so protect the NHS and all its workers.  In simple terms, if your child goes 

out, it increases the risks to them and to others and this inevitably puts a strain on NHS staff.  Please listen to the 

advice, it’s clear: Stay at home, protect the NHS and save lives.  We want all our pupils and families safe and well 

when we reopen. 

 

Learning from home 

Once the summer term begins after the break, we will need to continue with our arrangements for learning from 

home.  We do understand that this is far from ideal and we would much rather be in school, working with your 

children and teaching them face to face.  Unfortunately, that can’t happen right now and so we need to make the 

absolute best of the situation we’re in.  Please note the following in answer to some of the queries we’ve had: 

 We do not have the capacity (nor is there an expectation to do so) for staff to deliver live lessons nor mark all 

work completed. At present staff are focusing on ensuring that there is sufficient high-quality work and resources 

being uploaded on a regular basis. This takes time as resources are having to be created from new or adapted to 

ensure that they are accessible for pupils to use at home, so please bear with us as we establish new routines. 

 Whilst it is important that pupils complete their work, it is very difficult for teachers to recognise and 

acknowledge all of this.  We ask that you, as parents, continue to encourage your child to work through the tasks 

set and take pride in their work. It will not be in vain. 

 A reminder that if your child is unable to access work online, you can contact the relevant Head of Year for 

support with resources. 

 Finally, a very small number of pupils have not accessed any remote learning. This includes a few pupils in Year 10 

who will be sitting their GCSEs next year. It is vital that parents monitor and encourage pupils to complete their 

work as best they can.  Many thanks for your support with this … we know it isn’t always easy! 

 

Using the internet and safety 

Can I emphasise to all our parents and carers how important it is to ensure that when your children are working 

online they are safe. Concerns have been expressed about a possible rise in online grooming and it is strongly 

advised that you have robust safety measures in place including appropriate parental controls.  Additionally, we 

would encourage specific conversations about online dangers which are very real - it could happen to any of our 

children.  If possible, it is always best to have your child work on the computer in a family area, rather than out of 

sight in their bedroom.  

 

Year 11 update regarding GCSE exams 

I understand and appreciate the added anxiety from your children regarding their GCSE exams.  Today Ofqual have 

issued initial guidance and will be asking schools to provide teacher assessments for all pupils for GCSEs.  The full 
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guidance can be found here: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summ

er_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf 

Schools have now been instructed not to enter into any conversations with individual pupils or parents relating to 

assessed grades however we will share the process with you when we have more information. 

A letter to pupils has been issued by Ofqual which will be emailed out to all Year 11 pupils this afternoon. 

 

School trip cancellations 

Unfortunately, we have had to cancel or postpone all residential trips for this academic year.  As all schools are in the 

same position, travel and insurance companies are having to plan a larger scale solution and so it is taking time to 

get accurate information for parents.  The latest response we have had is as follows: 

“We would like to thank you for your patience so far and completely understand that many parents are asking about 

school trips. 

We can assure you that we are working through the practicalities and legalities as soon as is feasible and with the 

unprecedented circumstances, it’s a complex matter.  We are confident that the situation will be resolved shortly and 

ask you to bear with us until then.” 

Please rest assured that we are actively chasing this and will inform those families concerned of any updates as soon 

as we have them. 

 

Free School Meals 

The vast majority of parents who are eligible to claim free school meals have now received their first voucher for 

their chosen supermarket which covered the two weeks from Monday 23rd April.  The government is introducing a 

national scheme for free school meal vouchers which will come into operation after the Easter holidays.  In the 

meantime, to support our families, we have chosen to fund further vouchers to cover the two-week Easter break; 

families should receive these by the end of next week. 

If you were expecting to receive a voucher and haven’t, please get in touch via admin@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk and 

we will do our best to resolve the issue.  Please put ‘Free School Meals’ as the subject of the email. 

If you think that you may be eligible to claim free school meals for your child/ren but haven’t done so before, please 

go to https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims-tameside to apply.   

Please be aware that fraudsters are already sending out scam emails and texts to parents relating to free school 

meals. You should NOT send any bank details in response to these emails or texts about free school meals, even if 

they claim to be from the Department of Education. 

 

In our new virtual world, I would like to wish all of you a restful, healthy and safe Easter break.  Thank you for your 

support during this very unusual time, I will be in touch again after the holiday. 

With very best wishes, 

 

Andrea Radcliffe 

Headteacher 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths_-_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
mailto:admin@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims-tameside

