
 

 

23rd April 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to the start of a very different summer term, I hope that you and your family were able to enjoy the Easter 
break despite the strange and sometimes difficult times that we find ourselves in.  This letter contains some updates 
and some important information. 

Easter Opening 

School was open daily throughout the holidays for the children of critical workers and although numbers were low, 
we are proud to contribute to the support for all those who are working hard to keep us safe and provided for.  The 
response from all staff when I asked for volunteers to work through the holidays (including the bank holidays) was 
truly overwhelming and shows how much they care about our pupils and our community.  We are so proud of the 
staff and students who have been using our DT facilities during the last few weeks to make full face masks for 
frontline medical staff, especially when the shortage of PPE is such a national issue; what a great use of time and 
resources! 

The next few weeks 

School remains open every day for the children of critical workers and for those pupils who are vulnerable.  Pastoral 
staff are all working from home and are available to those pupils who need them.  Pupils will continue to be well 
cared for and looked after.  We have no idea how long school ‘closures’ will continue but we are still here for all our 
pupils. 

Expectations of pupils 

Now that the holiday has officially ended, all pupils should be working from home as best they can and regular 
setting of work has recommenced.  Teachers are doing their best to ensure that new learning is accessible, but this is 
clearly not the same as being in a classroom with a subject specialist and so all teachers will follow up on areas of 
difficulty when school resumes.  All pupils are encouraged to embrace these new challenges and to develop their 
independent learning habits but they can be reassured that they will be well supported on their return with work 
that they are less confident about. 

We are very much aware that the current situation may cause increased anxiety for pupils and parents and it is 
important that we strike the right balance.  We fully appreciate that we need to be mindful of the wellbeing of your 
children whilst enabling them to access an adequate quality of education to equip them for the academic challenges 
which lie ahead.  I would ask that you support the school in encouraging your child/ren to do the work set, but there 
is no expectation that parents or carers should be ‘home schooling’. Staff will respond to individual queries from 
their pupils and will support their learning as best they can ‘remotely’.  In particular, simply encouraging your child to 
read more will be of great benefit to their education longer term. 

Online safety 

Much of the work being set of pupils involves them accessing the internet for learning resources and so it is more 
important than ever that their online activities are monitored to ensure their safety. 



 
The following websites are very informative in relation to staying safe online: 

www.saferinternet.org.uk 

www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  

In addition to being vigilant whenever your child uses the internet it is also important to have open and honest 
conversations about the risks and dangers of being online and if you do have any serious safeguarding concerns you 
should report these to www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre . 

Year 9 Options 

Thank you for all the forms returned by parents and pupils for Year 9 Options prior to school closure. Mr Houghton is 
currently in the process of looking at the organisation of the curriculum and timetable as well as pupil groupings, 
following the choices made. Parents/Carers will be contacted if a certain subject is problematic and there is a need 
to look at reserve choices. The intention is to send a letter of confirmation of final choices before the end of the 
summer term. 

Year 11 Update 

Further to the information I sent out before the holiday, I would like to confirm the following: 

 Centre Assessed Grades will be based on the grade that each student is most likely to have achieved if they 
had sat their exams this summer; we do not need pupils to bring any books back into school. Any Year 11 
pupils who have coursework (complete or incomplete) at home should keep it safe for the time being but do 
not need to do anything further with it. 

 The grades will be robustly quality assured by Subject Leaders and Senior Leaders to ensure fairness and 
consistency. 

 Once submitted to the exam boards, grades will be standardised nationally and some may be slightly 
adjusted up or down. 

 Results Day has been confirmed as Thursday 20th August 2020 and until this date, schools have been 
instructed not to enter into any conversations with pupils or parents about individuals’ grades. 

In the meantime, Year 11 pupils should keep up with any work set by subject teachers where there is course content 
still to be covered.  In addition to this, pupils who know which subjects they are considering for college can now 
begin to prepare for this independently through online research and information from relevant institutions.  Latest 
updates on college applications have been emailed to Year 11 today and a copy can be found at the end of this letter 
for your information. 

Free School Meals 

The vast majority of parents who are eligible to claim free school meals have now successfully redeemed vouchers at 
their chosen supermarket.  Whilst the government has introduced a new system for allocating vouchers, we are 
finding that it is not very user-friendly and so we will continue to use our original system for the foreseeable 
future.  Vouchers will be supplied on a two-weekly basis to the value of £30 and any newly eligible families will 
receive theirs at the next available slot.  If you were expecting to receive a voucher and haven’t, please get in touch 
via admin@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk and we will do our best to resolve the issue.  Please put ‘Free School Meals’ as 
the subject of the email. 

If you think that you may be eligible to claim free school meals for your child/ren but haven’t done so before, please 
go to https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims-tameside to apply.  

Please be aware that fraudsters are already sending out scam emails and texts to parents relating to free school 
meals. You should NOT send any bank details in response to these emails or texts about free school meals, even if 
they claim to be from the Department of Education. 

 



 
Following National Advice 

In the current challenging climate, it is so important that your child continues to follow the advice of Public Health 
England: Stay at home, protect the NHS and save lives.  Social distancing and washing hands also remain key 
aspects of the advice.  If we all do our best to follow this guidance, the expectation is that lockdown will be lifted 
sooner and we can all get back to school. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, and thank you to those parents who have taken the time to send such 
positive messages over the last few weeks – we really do appreciate it. 

Take good care, 

 

 

Andrea Radcliffe 

Headteacher   



 
College updates for Year 11 – 22nd April 2020 
 
A google questionnaire was sent out to Year 11 on 31/3/20 
Thank you to all students that have already completed this, please can we encourage everyone who has 
not done so, to complete as soon as possible so that we can ensure the right pupils get the right 
information. 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccJ3mWD5bewqBarkidWPZ2NpzaSI2S1RyVbeSP6sLY-
YiVpw/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1   
 
Ashton Sixth Form College (ASFC) 

ASFC have been contacting applicants and their parents directly with communications around the current 
entry process etc. They are working with the Department for Education and the exam boards to put plans 
in place relating to entries for September but nothing has been decided or confirmed yet.   

They are also producing a document directing students to various reading/activities in preparation for each 
of their chosen subjects and are hoping that it will be ready by the end of the month.  ASFC will 
communicate this information to applicants via email as well as forwarding the document to Miss Amdurer 
to share with pupils.  

Finally just a reminder that anyone who is still awaiting an interview, these will be conducted over the 
telephone and will continue until the end of April. Please remember to check your emails to find out when 
your interview will be and who will be conducting it. 

To accept your place at Ashton 6th Form, please use the following link: http://bit.ly/acceptplace20 

Any queries and questions for Ashton 6th Form can be sent to admissions@asfc.ac.uk  

 
Tameside College and Clarendon 6th Form  

TC has now produced some FAQs with lots of information; students still awaiting interview and 
APPRENTICESHIPS are also covered.  You can still apply for courses/apprenticeships. 

http://tc.icanbe.click.gridhosted.co.uk/frequently-asked-questions/  

To confirm your place, or if you have any questions for Tameside College and Clarendon 6th Form please 
send an email to the following address:  admissions@tameside.ac.uk  

 
Cheadle & Marple College 

For any students who have applied and not yet had an interview with the College, these are now likely to 
take the form of a telephone interview.  
Although college closures are in place, staff are still available and responsive to any late application 
enquiries students may have by email at:  admissionsmarple@cmcnet.ac.uk or 
admissionscheadle@cmcnet.ac.uk 
 
 
Connell 6th Form 

All remaining interviews were cancelled and you should have now received a conditional offers, letting you 
know whether you have a place and when your enrolment day will be.  If you have not received an email or 
need to ask questions email: conl- info@coopacademies.co.uk 
 



 
 
The Manchester College  

MC now has an on-line application portal https://www.tmc.ac.uk/portal, this means that any young person 
wishing to apply or accept their place at college may do so. Any learners who need to get in touch can do 
so by calling 03333 444 222 or via email: enquiries@tmc.ac.uk 

 

 

Anyone who has questions regarding other colleges not listed above or questions about apprenticeships 
can contact our careers advisor Miss Amdurer  v.amdurer@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk . 

Please note further updates from the colleges are happening on a regular basis and Year 11 should keep a 
check on emails. 

 


