
 

 

            4th June 2020 

Dear parents and carers, 

Within the next few weeks, when we are certain that all safety measures and protocols are in place, we will begin a 

limited reopening to our Year 10 pupils.  The priority is to make this small amount of time in school as useful as 

possible to this group who are studying for their exam courses.  Pupils are likely to be in school to focus on one 

subject at a time with their own class teacher in the vast majority of cases.  This will offer the opportunity to assess 

how they are doing, resolve any key issues and plan for the next few weeks’ work at home.  We understand that the 

amount of work pupils have been able to complete varies greatly and any pupils who feel that they are falling behind 

should certainly not worry about coming into school – in fact it would be of real benefit to them. 

I also understand that many parents will be concerned about the safety of their children as pupils begin to return to 

school and so I would like to share some of the measures we are putting in place: 

 All pupils will be expected to observe social distancing from entering to leaving the school site. 

 There will be staggered and controlled start and finish times. 

 We will provide hand sanitiser stations for use on entry to school and during the day. 

 There will be a maximum of 15 pupils per group in large, well ventilated rooms which allow for 2 metre 
distancing. 

 Less than 25% of Year 10 will be in on any one day (meaning that, on average, pupils will be in once per 
week). 

 Groups will not mix with other groups to avoid unnecessary contact; each group of pupils and staff will stay 
within their own ‘hub’. 

 Each hub will be allocated its own area of school with designated toilets, outdoor space and dining area. 

 Pupils can either bring a packed lunch or order from a limited school menu at the start of the day and this 
will be delivered to their hub. 

 Pupil use of biometric units to add cash to their account will be supervised and units disinfected between 
users. 

 There will be additional cleaning of all touch surfaces e.g. tables, door handles, push plates etc. throughout 
the day. 

 We will have one-way systems in school and designated staircases. 

 There will be no external visitors to school during the day, including parents. 

 There will be a full clean down at the end of each day ready for the next day. 

Please note that all pupils will be fully briefed on their return and will be expected to comply in full with new 

protocols and routines.  Individual pupil timetables will be issued once the wider reopening is confirmed. 

I understand that many pupils have grown out of their school uniform since we saw them and so there will be no 

requirement to wear uniform, however clothing must be appropriate for the school setting, even if the weather is 

warm (e.g. no strappy tops or bare midriffs); we reserve the right to send home any pupils who are not appropriately 



dressed.  It is advised that freshly laundered clothing is worn for school and that it is washed again after attending to 

optimise hygiene in the current scenario. 

These sessions will be in addition to continued ‘home learning’ and we are now planning to use online lessons and 

live feedback sessions during this half term to improve our ‘virtual school’. 

Given that guidance from the government is changing on an almost daily basis, planning for reopening is complex 

and challenging; safety for everyone is the priority.  It would be really helpful to have an idea of whether you are 

intending to send your child in for these sessions (approximately one day per week per pupil) so that I can plan 

accordingly and ensure every Year 10 pupil gets their entitlement.  We will therefore follow up this letter with a 

Google survey and I would be hugely grateful if you could take a minute to respond. 

Please remember that we are here to support all of our pupils despite the challenging circumstances and if you have 

any concerns about the health and/or wellbeing of your child, please do get in touch.  Our helpline for pupils 

(help@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk) is always available and manned throughout the working week.  We also have some 

useful resources on our school website to support pupils and families in the ‘Information during closure’ section. 

Please find the Department for Education guidance for parents and carers relating to the reopening of schools via 

the following link: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-

1-june/planning-guide-for-secondary-schools 

In the meantime, please take good care and keep safe, 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Andrea Radcliffe 
Headteacher 
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