
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                  15th June 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

On Friday evening we were advised that it is safe to move ahead with our plans for a gradual reopening to Year 10 

pupils from Monday 22nd June.  We are told that, at the moment, there are no plans to reopen to other year groups 

this half term; we will let you know immediately if this changes.  Much of the information later in this letter relates 

to the return to school of our Year 10 pupils, however I feel that all parents should be fully informed of the strategies 

in place to keep school safe so that we can move quickly when we are allowed to welcome back pupils in other year 

groups. 

This contact with Year 10 will be hugely beneficial but is not enough on its own and so we will ‘blend’ this with the 

on-line, remote teaching and learning which will continue in each subject.  We are now able to move to some online 

lessons and live Q and A sessions to help pupils in all year groups to engage fully; this provision will grow over the 

course of this half term as we get to grips with the technology. 

School staff made hundreds of calls last week to check in with our families and we had some really useful feedback 

which we will now collate and use to inform our planning – many thanks!  If you did not get a call and would like to 

speak to someone, please let us know via admin@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk .  In the current situation it is more 

important than ever that we have up-to-date contact details for all parents so please do let us know if your details 

change. 

School trips – good news! 

It has been a real battle to secure positive outcomes regarding repayment of monies paid for school trips.  Each trip 

is with a different operator and all have been working in different ways; some much more cooperative than others!  I 

am delighted to say that we are finally in a position to begin refunding money to the families concerned (in fact 

some refunds have already been made) and our Finance Team will continue to administer this over the next couple 

of weeks.  Thank you so much to all the parents who have waited so patiently whilst we argued for full remuneration 

– we’ve got there in the end. 

Free School Meals 

We have now moved to the government’s voucher system for free school meals and we are aware that a small 

number of families have not yet accessed their vouchers.  If this applies to you and you need some help with 

accessing the vouchers, please contact admin@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk and put Free School Meals as the subject of 

your email.  Please note the following: 

 June would have marked the end of the exam season for Year 11 and so no further FSM vouchers will be 

issued for Year 11 pupils once the current set expire. 

 Currently the government is saying that free school meals will NOT be funded during the summer holiday.  

If this changes we will let you know. 

 

The wider reopening of school to Year 10 pupils from Monday 22nd June. 
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We are really looking forward to welcoming back Year 10 to teaching, learning and school engagement in a very safe 

and sensible way.  We have been working really hard to make the school environment as safe as we possibly can for 

pupils and staff and are following all guidance in the document Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing protective 

measures in education and childcare settings. 

So how will it work? 

We are only able to have a maximum of 25% of Year 10 pupils in school at any one time and I feel that it is vital that 

the small amount of time they do have is used to give them the best support possible.  For this reason, we have 

chosen to focus on one subject at a time to enable pupils to work with their own class teacher.  Each Year 10 pupil 

will be scheduled to attend up to 5 times over the next 4 weeks to work on English, science and up to 3 option 

subjects.  Due to staffing constraints, we are unable to schedule maths sessions and so will look at other ways of 

contacting pupils to discuss their maths.  A very small number of option subjects will not run.   

All pupils will be issued with a personal timetable within the next few days.  Pupils will be allocated different start 

and finish times for each of their days in school and must pay close attention to these. 

Once in school, pupils will be allocated to one of 4 Year 10 ‘hubs’ where they will be based for that day; larger classes 

have been split over two days to ensure a maximum of 15 pupils in any group.  Each hub is set up to ensure social 

distancing (see below). 

Pupils must bring basic equipment with them (pen, pencil, ruler) each time they attend. 

Hand washing/sanitising will be expected and prompted throughout the day. 

Pupils will be briefed on what is expected and any pupils deliberately failing to comply with the new routines will be 

removed. 

All pupils will need to bring a packed lunch; there will be no food service in school.  Pupils who are eligible for free 

school meals have been issued with a voucher to cover this cost. 

Pupils will need to arrive promptly at their allocated start time and will need to make their way straight home at the 

end of their session without ‘loitering’ or waiting for others. 

We strongly advise students to walk or cycle to school, keeping their social distance of 2m 

The use of public transport should be kept to an absolute minimum and social distancing and hygiene precautions 

should be observed in full if public transport is used. 

Students should not travel in groups or mix in groups outside school as they may receive or transmit this very 

serious virus. 

 

And what measures have been put in place to reduce risk in school? 

I fully understand that many parents will be concerned about the safety of their children as pupils begin to return to 

school and so I would like to remind you of some of the measures we are putting in place: 

 All pupils will be expected to observe social distancing from entering to leaving the school site. 

 There will be staggered and controlled start and finish times. 

 We will provide hand sanitiser stations for use on entry to school and during the day. 

 There will be a maximum of 15 pupils per group in large, well ventilated rooms which allow for 2 metre 

distancing. 

 Less than 25% of Year 10 will be in on any one day. 

 Groups will not mix with other groups to avoid unnecessary contact; each group of pupils and staff will stay 

within their own ‘hub’. 
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 Each hub will be allocated its own area of school with designated toilets, outdoor space and dining area. 

 There will be additional, regular cleaning of all touch surfaces e.g. tables, door handles, push plates etc. 

throughout the day. 

 Tissues, wipes and lidded bins are in place in each classroom and toilet. 

 Hand driers have been replaced with paper towels and lidded pedal bins. 

 We will have one-way systems in school and designated staircases. 

 There will be no external visitors to school during the day, including parents. 

 There will be a full clean down at the end of each day ready for the next day. 

Please note: 

 Students and staff with Covid19 symptoms (or from households with symptoms) must NOT attend school. 

 

Our plans for the return of Year 10 students are in line with the national Guidance for Secondary School Provision 

from 15 June document.  We have a comprehensive Risk Assessment in place which has been checked and approved 

by the Health and Safety team at Tameside Council.  This will be monitored daily and reviewed fortnightly by our 

Covid19 Committee.  You are welcome to ask to see a copy.    

School has been ‘open’ throughout the pandemic for the children of key workers and for others who were eligible to 

attend – we are familiar with the new expectations and safety measures and Year 10 will very soon get used to the 

changes I’m sure.  We have been able to use what we have learned over the weeks to scale up our provision safely 

and sensibly.   My thanks to all those parents who responded to our survey – results indicate that the majority of 

Year 10 will be attending which is brilliant!  Whatever response was given, all Year 10 pupils will be issued with a 

timetable and have a place waiting in case any of the parents who were previously unsure would now like to send 

their child in.   

 

Whilst this letter talks a lot about Year 10, we would like nothing more than to have everyone and everything back to 

normal, and welcome all of our students with open arms but this is not yet possible.  We have to follow the best 

advice available and the national guidance in a safe and sensible way.   

Please do get in touch if you have any queries or if there is anything we can do to support you or your child. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Andrea Radcliffe 

Headteacher 
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