
 

 

                                                                                                                                 19th June 2020 

Dear parents/carers, 
 
The phased return of Year 10 pupils 

Another week has flown by and I'm delighted that we're able to move ahead with our plans to begin 
bringing Year 10 back into school from Monday.  We can't wait to get school up and running again - we just 
wish it was for more year groups!  I am attaching, for your information, the latest letter from Jeanelle de 
Gruchy (Tameside’s Director of Population Health) who is supporting the reopening of schools. 

Each year 10 pupil has been sent an individual email with the times of their allocated sessions and 
instructions for what to do when they get to school.  I am also attaching our Pupil Protocols and I would be 
extremely grateful if you could go over these with your son/daughter and ensure that they understand 
what is required.  As you can see from the images below, classrooms look somewhat different, but we are 
still the same school. 

  

 

 

Years 7, 8 and 9 

On Monday, the government guidance relating to the wider reopening of secondary schools to other year 
groups was updated and now says: 

“Our assessment, based on the latest scientific and medical advice, is that we need to continue to control 
the numbers attending school to reduce the risk of increasing transmission. Therefore, schools are able to 
have a quarter of the year 10 and year 12 cohort (for schools with sixth forms) in school at any one time. 



We are unable [to direct schools] to welcome back more children to secondary school at this time, beyond 
the face-to-face support schools can now offer year 10 and 12 pupils, and provision for vulnerable children 
and children of critical workers. We are not asking secondary schools with capacity to invite further year 
groups to return this term. 

We know that secondary schools are keen to invite pupils in other year groups in for a face-to-face meeting 
before the end of this term, where it would be beneficial. As long as this happens in line with this and wider 
protective measures guidance, and guidance on the numbers of pupils permitted on-site at any one time, 
we would encourage this where possible. This time can be used to check-in on pupils, and ensure they are 
supported before a return to school from September.” 

As much as we would love to be able to meet with every single pupil, the government guidance on 
permitted numbers simply doesn't allow us to accommodate meetings with all of the 600+ pupils in Years 7 
to 9 over the 19 working days left before the end of term.  We will therefore have to prioritise pupils whom 
we know are struggling with accessing work, with long term isolation and with anxiety about the changes 
the last few months have brought.  If you feel that your son/daughter would benefit from a discussion with 
a member of staff (this may be in person or via video conferencing), please email 
help@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk and we will contact you. 

Catch-up programmes 

Today, the government have announced a £1 billion catch-up package to support pupils who may have 
fallen behind due to lost teaching time as a result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. This package 
includes: 

 a one-off grant shared across state funded primary and secondary schools over the 2020/21 
academic year to support pupils, recognising that all young people have lost time in education as a 
result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, regardless of their income or background. 

 a National Tutoring Programme to increase access to high-quality tuition for the most 
disadvantaged young people over the 2020/21 academic year. 

I sincerely hope that this is not yet another bold announcement, unsupported by proper planning, as it 
actually has the potential to be hugely beneficial to our pupils.  Hopefully we will receive more detail 
shortly.  

Live/Recorded Lessons 

A small number of staff have trialled these this week and response from pupils has been very positive 
indeed.  We now hope to increase the number of interactive sessions over the coming weeks but will need 
parental permission for pupils to have access to them; this will be requested via a quick-click Google form 
early next week.  Having trialled his first live PE session this morning, Mr Beeden is now firmly convinced 
that he is the new Joe Wickes … watch this space! 

 

As always, we are here to support you and your child in any way we can.  Reception is now fully open 
during school hours and email queries can be sent to admin@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk. 

I wish you a very pleasant weekend. 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Andrea Radcliffe 

Headteacher 
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