
 

 

                          7th July 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am delighted to confirm that the guidance issued by government late last week clearly indicated that we will be 

able to open to all of our pupils in all year groups in September.  Now that we know what the expectations are, we 

are working on comprehensive plans to bring all of our learners back, in as safe a manner as we can and once we 

have finalised those plans I will, of course, share them with all our families. 

Along with the expectation that all learners return to school full time, there are many recommendations relating to 

how we keep pupils and staff safe.  Whilst we know that Covid-19 infection rates are falling, that transmission rates 

within schools are relatively low and that the Track and Trace system is improving all the time, it will definitely NOT 

be ‘business as usual’ in September.  We will need to consider: exactly how we group pupils; staggered start and 

finish times; staggered breaks and lunchtimes.  Initially, there will be no additional facilities before or after school.  

The times of the school day are likely to be slightly different and, if you have children in different year groups, they 

may need to arrive/leave at different times … more information as soon as possible to help with your planning. 

I feel it is also important to flag up now that not all year groups will be in school on the first, or even the second, day 

of term.  We will need to consider a controlled return during that first week to account for the following: 

 The need for our new Year 7 to familiarise themselves with their new school. 

 We need to welcome our new Years 8 - 10 back in small groups so that we can tell them all about any new 

routines and expectations.    

 The majority of our new Year 11 are currently attending a number of key lessons in small groups, but will 

also need to be welcomed back to the ‘new normal’ which will look very different to the current provision. 

It will be crucial that pupils work with us to keep everyone safe and so we will need to talk to all of them to 

emphasise the importance of any new arrangements.  I’m sure that some of our pupils will feel a little anxious about 

their return to school, having been away for so long, and we will be making plenty of support available for anyone 

who needs it.  If you have concerns about your child in this respect, please do get in touch before the start of term – 

our helpline help@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk will be checked throughout the holiday.    

Free school meals 

After some persuasion, the government has now established a Covid Summer Food Fund to cover the provision of 

free school meals during the 6-week summer break for all those children who are eligible – this will include Year 11.  

Vouchers will be issued via the usual methods; any problems, please contact admin@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk putting 

Free School Meals as the subject of the email or phone us on 0161 366 7533 (Reception is now manned during 

school hours). 

School uniform 

School uniform for September is now available online or in store from Kids Stop in Hyde (www.kids-stop.co.uk) and 

online, in store or in school on 10th August from Monkhouse (www.monkhouse.com – please see attached flyer for 

details as appointments are required).  Please note that white shirts, black trousers and black skirts can be 

purchased elsewhere as long as they are in line with the school’s uniform guidance which is on our website.  Please 

take care with this – just because an item is sold within the ‘school uniform’ section of a store does not necessarily 

mean that it fits with our guidance. 
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Just to clarify the situation regarding blazers: in September, blazers will be compulsory for new Year 7 pupils (in 

addition to shirts and jumpers).  Pupils in other year groups may also wear a blazer if they wish to, but blazers will 

not be compulsory for the other year groups until September 2021. 

If your child is eligible for free school meals, we offer a contribution in the form of a grant up to the value of £40 per 

child, per year towards school uniform.  This can be used at Monkhouse Schoolwear only. 

And finally, a tie will be issued by the school at the start of term to every new Year 7 pupil and to every pupil starting 

Year 10.  

Year 10 

It has been a joy to see so many of our Year 10 pupils coming into school to work with their teachers over the last 

two weeks and they really have worked their socks off.  I know that it’s quite odd having tiny classes with desks so 

far apart from each other, but they really have made the most of it and I applaud them for their positive approach!  

Onto the option subjects now … keep it up Year 10! 

Ofqual, the organisation responsible for exams, have opened a consultation about the 2021 exam series which, of 

course, affects our current Year 10 pupils.  They are suggesting some limited amendments due to any impact of lost 

time during the Covid-19 pandemic and so I am including here a link to the document here for any parents who 

would like to read and/or respond to the consultation:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/897137/Consul

tation_on_proposed_changes_to_the_assessment_of_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_in_2021_020620.pdf  

It is clear that the intention is to run a full set of GCSE exams next summer and so Year 10 have a real challenge 

ahead of them in terms of making the most of every bit of time in school next year to prepare fully for this.  We will, 

of course, support them every step of the way and there will be no time to waste. 

End of term 

The final day of this term is Thursday 16th July and school will close fully at this point for the first time since March.  

Please note that there will be no provision for key worker children or any others during the summer break.  School 

Reception is not staffed during the summer holidays and so if you need to get in touch during the 6 week break, you 

would be advised to email admin@hydecc.tameside.sch.uk. 

Year 11 – Grades Day 

There will be quite a lot of information coming out to Year 11 before the end of term – how to collect hoodies and 

locker contents for example and, of course, arrangements for collecting grades on Thursday 20th August.  Obviously, 

we will be unable to run the morning as we usually would and will have to issue grades in an appropriately socially 

distanced manner!  We will send out full details before the end of term via a parents’ letter and an email to Year 11.  

We are still fully intending to hold a Leavers’ Assembly for Year 11 and a Prom to celebrate their time at Hyde.  As 

leisure facilities open up, we will begin to make enquiries but, as yet, large gatherings are not allowed; Mr Buckley is 

very keen to get his dancing shoes on though so watch this space! 

 

I will write again as soon as I can share some definite plans for September with you. 

In the meantime, a HUGE thank you for all the home learning you have supported/are supporting, it is very much 

appreciated … we can’t wait to bring our school back to life in September and reconnect properly with all our pupils. 

Best wishes, 

 

Andrea Radcliffe 
Headteacher 
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