
Y8: ‘OF MICE AND MEN’ MODULE, 
SUMMER 1, 2020 



Instructions for Use

Hello Year 8. Your topic for this half term (Summer 1) is the novel ‘Of Mice and Men’ by John Steinbeck. The
following package has been put together to help you study the module in a structured way, as we would in class.
You will need to do some independent reading and research to help you. These are skills which will really help you
in the future with your GCSE’s! We will not be able to read the novel together in class, so you will need to do
some background research yourselves. There is a lot of information on ‘Of Mice and Men’ on BBC Bitesize, so
searching for that in Google will help you research the story, the background of the author, the context and the
main themes.

Using the sheet, spend a week on each task. Think about different and creative ways in which you can produce
and present your work (there are some hints with each task). As well as this, you also have a list of spellings for
each week. Practice these by yourself or with a family member. At the end of the half-term, we will be able to
test on these via Spelling Shed.

As well as your main tasks and the spellings, use the reading log to record any reading you do. This can be filled
in and emailed back to your teacher for the awarding of achievement points. Always remember, reading is one of
the most important ways of improving your literacy, punctuation and spelling skills. It also expands your
imagination and is very good for your overall mental well-being.

Any work completed can be emailed in to your teacher; excellent pieces can be displayed on a Wall of Pride or the
Academy Twitter account. Happy working. Take care and stay safe!



Week 1: John Steinbeck Profile

Research the biography of the novelist and
short story writer John Steinbeck. Find out
the key facts of his life and present it in one
of the following ways:

• List or mind-map of the key facts
• A leaflet using columns, pictures, bullet-

points, colour, etc.
• Power Point to be presented in class
• Make a film, rap or small play

Week 2: Context Presentation

Prepare a short presentation (5 – 10 minutes in
length) on one of the following contextual
aspects of the novel: The Great Depression;
racial segregation in America; treatment of
women in 1930s America; the American Dust-
Bowl.

Include the following:
• Key facts about your subject
• Clear opinions as to what you believe
• A wide vocabulary in Standard English
• The full range of AFOREST techniques

Week 3: Candy’s Letter: Writing to Inform

Write a letter from the point of view of Candy
at a key point in the novel (when George and
Lennie arrive; when he joins in their plans;
after the death of Curley’s Wife). Try and
capture his dialect in your writing as you
explain and describe the key event.

Use a range of the following:
• Language features
• Punctuation and discourse markers
• Paragraphs and sentences of varying lengths
• The full range of AFOREST

Week 4: Newspaper Article: ‘Terror on the 
Ranch’

Write a newspaper article describing and
exploring the events on the ranch following the
death of Curley’s Wife. Think about how you
are going to present the story: is Lennie a
victim or a criminal? How is his death going to
be treated in contrast?

Include the following:
• Language features for effect
• Pictures / captions / dramatic headline
• Columns / paragraphing for effect
• The full range of AFOREST to inform

Week 5: Curley’s Wife’s Playlist

Curley’s Wife relies on music to express her
personality. Create a modern playlist of songs
which you think connect to her character.

Include or consider the following:
• Make a list of songs which express her

personality
• Write a paragraph for each song explaining

the connection
• Research popular songs from the 1930s

which could be on her playlist
• Write your own song / poem about her

situation

Week 6: Lennie Wanted Poster

Create a wanted poster for Lennie Small which
would have been circulated after he and George
ran away from Weed. The poster needs to
inform and persuade.

Include or consider the following:
• Colour and/ or a striking image
• Direct address
• AFOREST features to engage and persuade
• Create an accompanying TV advert which

uses speech, music and dramatic techniques
to add to the persuasive power of your
message

Year Eight Summer 1 Work: ‘’Of Mice and Men’ Module



Week 1:

1. natural
2. occasional
3. actual
4. accidental
5. medical
6. national
7. capital
8. vocal
9. sensational
10.personal

Week 2:

1. treasure
2. measure
3. pleasure
4. enclosure
5. closure
6. leisure
7. exposure
8. pressure
9. composure
10.fissure

Week 3:

1. creature
2. picture
3. nature
4. furniture
5. capture
6. culture
7. moisture
8. future
9. gesture
10.structure

Week 4:

1. lecture
2. literature
3. mature
4. miniature
5. mixture
6. moisture
7. sculpture
8. signature
9. temperature
10.texture

Week 5:

1. island
2. answer
3. write
4. wrapper
5. knife
6. knock
7. thumb
8. doubt
9. half
10.calm

Week 6:

1. build
2. guide
3. guard
4. wheat
5. whale
6. honest
7. whirl
8. gnome
9. gnaw
10.surprise

Year Eight Weekly Spellings (Summer Term 1)



Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Parent 
Signature / 

Initials

Achievement 
Points 

Awarded

20 – 26 April

27 April – 3 May

4 – 10 May

11 – 17 May

18 – 24 May

25 – 31 July

1 – 7 June

Reading Challenge:

• Bronze Reading Challenge: Your challenge this half term is to read for 20 minutes every evening. If you do, put a tick in the correct box. Get your parent to sign 
at the end of the week to prove you have done this and you will receive 10 achievement points.

• Silver Reading Challenge: Your challenge this half term is to read for 40 minutes every evening. If you do, put a tick in the correct box. Get your parent to sign at 
the end of the week to prove you have done this and you will receive 20 achievement points.

• Gold Reading Challenge: as well as reading for 60 minutes every evening, write a weekly book report on what you have read. For this you will receive 30 
achievement points.


