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Macbeth 5

All exam boards are different, but whichever course you are following, your work 
will be examined through these four Assessment Objectives:

Assessment 
Objectives

Wording Worth thinking about …

Read, understand and respond to texts. 
Students should be able to:

 ● maintain a critical style and develop 
an informed personal response 

 ● use textual references, including 
quotations, to support and illustrate 
interpretations

 ● How well do I know what happens, 
what people say, do, etc?

 ● What do I think about the key ideas 
in the play?

 ● How can I support my viewpoint in a 
really convincing way?

 ● What are the best quotations to use 
and when should I use them?

Analyse the language, form and 
structure used by a writer to create 
meanings and effects, using relevant 
subject terminology where appropriate.

 ● What specifi c things does the writer 
‘do’? What choices has Shakespeare 
made? (Why this particular word, 
phrase or paragraph here? Why does 
this event happen at this point?)

 ● What effects do these choices create? 
Suspense? Ironic laughter? Refl ective 
mood?

Show understanding of the 
relationships between texts and the 
contexts in which they were written.

 ● What can I learn about society from 
the play? (What does it tell me about 
wealth and inheritance in 
Shakespeare’s day, for example?)

 ● What was society like in 
Shakespeare’s time? Can I see it 
refl ected in the plot?

Use a range of vocabulary and sentence 
structures for clarity, purpose and effect, 
with accurate spelling and punctuation.

 ● How accurately and clearly do I 
write? 

 ● Are there small errors of grammar, 
spelling and punctuation I can get 
rid of?

Look out for the Assessment Objective labels throughout your York Notes Workbook – these will help 
to focus your study and revision!

The text used in this Workbook is the Penguin Shakespeare edition, 2005.

PART ONE: GETTING STARTED

Preparing for assessment

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED ON MY WORK ON MACBETH?
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6 Macbeth

PART ONE: GETTING STARTED

There are lots of ways your Workbook can support your study and revision of 
Macbeth. There is no ‘right’ way – choose the one that suits your learning style best.

1)  Alongside the York Notes 
Study Guide and the text

2)  As a ‘stand-alone’ 
revision programme

3) As a form of mock-exam

Do you have the York Notes 
Study Guide for Macbeth? 

The contents of your Workbook 
are designed to match the 
sections in the Study Guide, so 
with the play to hand you 
could:

read the relevant section(s) of 
the Study Guide and any part 
of the play referred to;

complete the tasks in the same 
section in your Workbook.

Think you know Macbeth well?

Why not work through the 
Workbook systematically, either 
as you fi nish scenes, or as you 
study or revise certain aspects 
in class or at home.

You could make a revision diary 
and allocate particular sections 
of the Workbook to a day or 
week.

Prefer to do all your revision in 
one go?

You could put aside a day or 
two and work through the 
Workbook, page by page. Once 
you have fi nished, check all 
your answers in one go!

This will be quite a challenge, 
but it may be the approach you 
prefer.

How to use your York Notes Workbook

HOW WILL THE WORKBOOK HELP YOU TEST AND CHECK YOUR
 KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS?

Macbeth 1514 Macbeth

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTIONPART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Read Macbeth’s speech in Scene 7 again from ‘If it were done when ’tis done’  
(Act I Scene 7 line 1) to ‘That tears shall drown the wind.’ (line 25)

In what ways is this a significant extract in terms of developing ideas about kingship? 

Think about:

●● How Duncan compares to Macbeth

●● Ideas in Shakespeare’s day

3 Complete this table:

Point/detail Evidence Effect or explanation

1: Duncan is a decent, honest 
man.

‘borne his faculties so meek, 
hath been / So clear in his great 
office’ (lines 17–18)

Duncan represents a gentle, 
moral king, but is he weak?

2: Killing Duncan will highlight 
and exaggerate his strong 
points.

3: Kings were often associated 
with religious imagery.

4 Write up point 1 in a paragraph below, in your own words. Remember to include 
what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects:

5 Now, choose one of your other points and write it out as another paragraph here:

1 Number the events of these two scenes so they are in the correct sequence. Use  
1 for the first event and 7 for the final event:

a) Lady Macbeth is angry with Macbeth for leaving the meal. �

b) Lady Macbeth taunts Macbeth, telling him he is weak. �

c) Macbeth resolves to kill the king, once Lady Macbeth has  
told him her plans. �

d) Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth he has decided not to kill the king. �

e) Lady Macbeth appears and welcomes her guests. �

f) Duncan, his sons, Banquo and other lords arrive at Macbeth’s castle. �

g) Macbeth considers the rights and wrongs of killing Duncan. �

2 Write one or two sentences in response to each of these questions:

a) In what way are Banquo’s words at the start of Scene 6 about Macbeth’s  
castle ironic?

b) What particularly horrible image does Lady Macbeth use to persuade Macbeth 
he should stick to his promises?

c) How does the final couplet of Scene 7 echo earlier lines?

Act I Scenes 6 and 7: Duncan arrives, Macbeth decides

QUICK TEST

THINKING MORE DEEPLY

EXAM PREPARATION: WRITING ABOUT SIGNIFICANT MOMENTS

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work �      Getting there �      Under control �

A clear, quick 
way to visually 
record your 
progress

This task 
focuses in on a 
key character, 
theme, 
technique, 
idea or 
relationship 
and helps you 
plan and write 
up paragraphs 
for an essay

These more 
open questions 
challenge you 
to show your 
understanding

These fun and 
quick-to-
complete tasks 
check your 
basic 
knowledge of 
the text

Parts Two to Five offer a range of tasks and activities:
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Macbeth 7

PART ONE: GETTING STARTED

Don’t forget – these are just some examples of the Workbook contents. Inside there 
is much, much more to help you revise. For example:

 ● lots of examples of students’ own work at different levels

 ● help with spelling, punctuation and grammar

 ● advice and tasks on writing about context

 ● a full answer key so you can check your answers

 ● a full-length practice exam task with guidance on what to focus on.

Macbeth 6968 Macbeth

PART SIX: PROGRESS BOOSTERPART SIX: PROGRESS BOOSTER

It is equally important to make your sentences link together and your ideas follow on 
fluently from each other. You can do this by:

●● Using a mixture of short and long sentences as appropriate

●● Using words or phrases that help connect or develop ideas

3 Read this model paragraph by one student writing about how Lady Macduff is 
presented:

Shakespeare presents Lady Macduff as an isolated, innocent mother who acts as a 
contrast to Lady Macbeth. She is initially shown as independent of thought, 
questioning her husband’s motives, saying his ‘flight was madness’ (Act IV Scene 2 
line 3) and even telling her son, only partly in jest, that his father was a ‘traitor’ (line 
45). However, later in the scene it is her vulnerability that is most powerful. When the 
messenger appears, her simple question, ‘Whither should I fly?’ (line 73) implies she 
has nowhere to go, and nowhere to turn.

Look at the response carefully:

●● Underline the topic sentence which introduces the main idea.

●● Underline the short sentence which signals a change in ideas.

●● Circle any words or phrases that link ideas such as ‘who’, ‘when’, ‘firstly’, 
‘which’, etc.

4 Read this paragraph by another student also commenting on how Lady Macduff is 
presented:

Shakespeare presents us with a sympathetic portrayal of Lady Macduff. The 
messenger appears and warns her about danger. He says, ‘Hence with your little 
ones!’ (Act IV Scene 2 line 69). This tells us that the children are in Macbeth’s sights. It 
reminds us of the fragile nature of life.  Her simple statement, ‘I have done no harm’ 
(line 74) emphasises her innocence. The murderers come in and accuse her husband 
of treason.

Expert viewpoint: The candidate has understood how the character’s nature is 
revealed. However, the paragraph is rather awkwardly written. It needs improving 
by linking the sentences with suitable phrases and joining words such as ‘when’, 
‘where’, ‘and’, ‘later’, ‘finally’, etc.

Rewrite the paragraph, improving the style, and also try to add a concluding 
sentence summing up how she is portrayed in this part of the scene. 

Start with the same topic sentence:

Shakespeare presents us with a sympathetic portrayal of Lady Macduff. When …

Paragraphs need to demonstrate your points clearly by:

●● Using topic sentences

●● Focusing on key words from quotations

●● Explaining their effect or meaning

1 Read this model paragraph in which a student explains how Shakespeare presents 
Duncan:

Shakespeare presents Duncan as a saintly, well-respected king. Even Macbeth when 
thinking about murdering him is forced to accept that ‘his virtues / Will plead like 
angels’ (Act I Scene 7 lines 18–19). The use of the nouns ‘virtues’ and ‘angels’ links 
Duncan to divine or heavenly character traits, and therefore makes Macbeth’s 
potential murder of him all the more sinful.

Look at the paragraph carefully:

●● Underline the topic sentence which explains the main point about Duncan.

●● Circle the words that are picked out from the quotation.

●● Highlight the part of the last sentence which explains the words.

2 Now read this paragraph by a student who is explaining how Shakespeare 
presents Lady Macbeth in the later part of the play:

We find out about Lady Macbeth when she is sleepwalking as she says ‘What, will 
these hands ne’er be clean?’ (Act V Scene 1 line 42). This tell us that she feels guilty 
about the murderous acts she has been involved in.

Expert viewpoint: This paragraph could be more precise. It does not begin with a 
topic sentence to explain how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth and doesn’t  
zoom in on any key words that tell us what she is like, or explain the effect of the 
chosen words.

Now rewrite the paragraph. Start with a topic sentence, and pick out a key word or 
phrase to ‘zoom in’ on, then follow up with an explanation or interpretation:

Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in this scene as … 

Structure and linking of paragraphs

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work �      Getting there �      Under control �

Expert viewpoint: This paragraph could be more precise. It does not begin with a 
topic sentence to explain how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth and doesn’t 
zoom in on any key words that tell us what she is like, or explain the effect of the 
chosen words.

Expert viewpoint: The candidate has understood how the character’s nature is 
revealed. However, the paragraph is rather awkwardly written. It needs improving 
by linking the sentences with suitable phrases and joining words such as ‘when’, 
‘where’, ‘and’, ‘later’, ‘finally’, etc.

38 Macbeth

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

1 First, read this exam-style task:

Macduff has just discovered the murder of Duncan. Macbeth is about to tell the king’s sons of 
their father’s death.

Read from ‘MACBETH: Had I but died an hour before this chance’ (Act II Scene 3 line 88) to 
‘the very source of it is stopped.’ (line 96)

Question: How does Shakespeare present Macbeth as someone who both hides, and reveals, 
his feelings in this extract?

2 Begin by circling key words in the question above.

3 Now complete the table, noting down 3–4 key points with evidence and the  
effect created:

Point Evidence/quotation Effect or explanation

4 Draft your response. Use the space below for your first paragraph(s) and then  
continue onto a sheet of paper.

Start: In this extract, Shakespeare presents Macbeth as someone who seems to express real sorrow. 

Firstly, he …

 

Practice task 

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work �      Getting there �      Under control �

Macduff has just discovered the murder of Duncan. Macbeth is about to tell the king’s sons of 
their father’s death.

Read from ‘MACBETH: Had I but died an hour before this chance’ (Act II Scene 3 line 88) to Had I but died an hour before this chance’ (Act II Scene 3 line 88) to Had I but died an hour before this chance’
‘the very source of it is stopped.’ (line 96)‘the very source of it is stopped.’ (line 96)‘the very source of it is stopped.’

Question: How does Shakespeare present Macbeth as someone who both hides, and reveals, 
his feelings in this extract?

A sample of a 
student’s 
writing 
challenges you 
to judge its 
strengths and 
weaknesses

An expert 
teacher or 
marker’s view 
of the student’s 
work will help 
you understand 
key skills

The fi rst 
sentence of the 
essay provided 
for you to use 
as a prompt to 
start a full-
length essay

A plain table 
provided for 
you to fi ll in 
with your own 
ideas

An exam-style 
task is provided 
at the end of 
each section 
for you to 
practise a full 
essay

An opportunity 
for you to 
apply what 
you have 
learned to a 
new point

Each Part ends with a Practice task to extend your revision:

Part Six: Progress Booster helps you test your own key writing skills:
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8 Macbeth

1 Which of these are TRUE statements about these scenes, and which are FALSE? 
Write ‘T’ or ‘F’ in the boxes:

a) The weather is stormy when the witches meet. �

b) The witches mention that Banquo will arrive soon. �

c) The witches speak in rhyme. �

d) Scene 2 brings news of a battle to King Duncan. �

e) The rebel Macdonwald has been beaten by Macbeth. �

f) We learn that the Thane of Glamis is to be executed. �

g) Banquo will be rewarded by being made Thane of Cawdor. �

THINKING MORE DEEPLY

2 Write one or two sentences in response to each of these questions:

a) How does the opening scene catch the audience’s interest?

b) How is the idea of ‘fair is foul’ refl ected by what we fi nd out in Scene 2?

c) What do we learn about Banquo from the battle report in Scene 2?

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Act I Scenes 1 and 2: Three witches and brave Macbeth

QUICK TEST
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Macbeth 9

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Read from: ‘But all’s too weak’ (Act I Scene 2 line 15) to ‘I cannot tell.’ (line 42)

Question: What picture of Macbeth does Shakespeare create from the way the 
Captain describes him?

Think about:

 ● The words used to describe Macbeth

 ● His actions and behaviour

3 Complete this table:

Point/detail Evidence Effect or explanation

1: We learn that Macbeth is a 
powerful and skilful warrior.

‘his brandished steel, / Which 
smoked with bloody execution’ 
(lines 17–18)

His sword seemed to be on fi re 
he used it so expertly.

2: He is shown to be 
courageous despite the danger.

3: He is merciless.

4 Write up point 1 in a paragraph below, in your own words. Remember to include 
what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects:

5 Now, choose one of your other points and write it out as another paragraph here:

EXAM PREPARATION: WRITING ABOUT DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work �      Getting there �      Under control �
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10 Macbeth

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

1 Tick the box for the correct answer to each of these questions:

a) What feature of the witches’ appearance makes them unladylike, according to Banquo?

They have beards. � They speak in deep voices. � Their hair is cut short. �

b) How do the witches hail Macbeth as well as by his present title (Thane of Glamis)?

‘Thane of Fife’ � ‘Thane of Cawdor’ and ‘King hereafter’ � ‘Thane of Forres’ �

c) Who do the witches say will be ‘Lesser than Macbeth, and greater’ (Act I Scene 3 line 64)?

Duncan � Malcolm � Banquo �

d) In Scene 4, who is made heir to the throne by Duncan?

Macbeth � Malcolm � Macduff �

e) Where does Duncan tell Macbeth he is travelling to next?

Inverness � Edward, the King of England’s castle �  

To watch Cawdor’s execution �

2 Write one or two sentences in response to each of these questions. Remember to 
include what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects:

a) Why is Macbeth surprised when Ross tells him he is the new Thane of Cawdor?

b) How does Banquo warn Macbeth about what the witches have promised?

c) What evidence is there at the end of Scene 4 that Macbeth is already planning Duncan’s murder?

Act I Scenes 3 and 4: Macbeth or Malcolm to be king? 

QUICK TEST

THINKING MORE DEEPLY
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Macbeth 11

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Read from ‘FIRST WITCH: All hail, Macbeth! Hail to thee, Thane of Glamis!’ 
(Act I Scene 3 line 47) to stage direction, ‘Witches vanish’ (line 77).

Question: In what ways is this passage signifi cant?

Think about how Shakespeare presents:

 ● Key ideas related to prophecy and deception

 ● The relationship between Macbeth and Banquo

3 Complete this table:

Point/detail Evidence Effect or explanation

1: Witches tell Macbeth he is 
Thane of Cawdor and will soon 
be king. 

‘be king hereafter’ (line 49) The promise of present and 
future power sows a seed in 
Macbeth’s mind.

2: Language is used to develop 
the idea that things may not be 
what they seem.

3: Macbeth and Banquo are 
shown to promise different 
things, suggesting they are 
potential rivals.

4 Write up point 1 in a paragraph below, in your own words. Remember to include 
what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects:

5 Now, choose one of your other points and write it out as another paragraph here:

EXAM PREPARATION: WRITING ABOUT SIGNIFICANT PASSAGES

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work �      Getting there �      Under control �
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12 Macbeth

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

1 Tick the box for the correct answer to each of these questions:

a) How does Lady Macbeth fi nd out about Macbeth’s meeting with the witches 
and what they promised?

A servant comes to tell her � She receives a letter from him �

Macbeth tells her himself �

b) What further ‘tidings’ are given to Lady Macbeth?

She is told the King is coming to stay � 

Macbeth wants her to ask for a diamond from the King �

Banquo has been killed �

c) What does Lady Macbeth call on ‘spirits’ to do to her?

Help her sleep � ‘Unsex’ her (make her masculine) � Bring her poison �

d) How does Lady Macbeth say Macbeth should hide his evil plans?  He should…

‘look like the innocent fl ower’ � dress in ‘borrowed robes’ � be like an open ‘book’ �

2 Write one or two sentences in response to each of these questions. Remember to 
include what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects:

a) What evidence is there that Lady Macbeth and Macbeth are very close at this stage of the play?

b) How are supernatural forces reintroduced in this scene?

c) In what way does Lady Macbeth seem to be in charge of plans for Duncan at this stage?

Act I Scene 5: Lady Macbeth’s letter

QUICK TEST

THINKING MORE DEEPLY
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Macbeth 13

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Reread from ‘LADY MACBETH: Glamis thou art’ (Act I Scene 5 line 13) to 
‘But be the serpent under’t.’ (line 64)

Question: What do Lady Macbeth’s thoughts reveal about Macbeth and her 
attitude to him?

Think about:

 ● Macbeth’s willingness to do what is needed

 ● His ability to hide his thoughts

3 Complete this table:

Point/detail Evidence Effect or explanation

1: Lady Macbeth is concerned 
about the more gentle side of 
Macbeth’s nature.

‘too full o’the milk of human-
kindness’ (line 15)

This suggests Macbeth has a 
womanly, nurturing side – like 
the one Lady Macbeth tries to 
get rid of in herself.

2: She recognises his ambition, 
but fears he is too passive and 
won’t act.

3: She worries that he shows his 
feelings too openly and needs 
to hide them.

4 Write up point 1 in a paragraph below, in your own words. Remember to include 
what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects:

5 Now, choose one of your other points and write it out as another paragraph here:

EXAM PREPARATION: WRITING ABOUT CHARACTERISATION

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work �      Getting there �      Under control �
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14 Macbeth

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

1 Number the events of these two scenes so they are in the correct sequence. Use 
1 for the fi rst event and 7 for the fi nal event:

a) Lady Macbeth is angry with Macbeth for leaving the meal. �

b) Lady Macbeth taunts Macbeth, telling him he is weak. �

c) Macbeth resolves to kill the king, once Lady Macbeth has 
told him her plans. �

d) Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth he has decided not to kill the king. �

e) Lady Macbeth appears and welcomes her guests. �

f) Duncan, his sons, Banquo and other lords arrive at Macbeth’s castle. �

g) Macbeth considers the rights and wrongs of killing Duncan. �

2 Write one or two sentences in response to each of these questions:

a) In what way are Banquo’s words at the start of Scene 6 about Macbeth’s 
castle ironic?

b) What particularly horrible image does Lady Macbeth use to persuade Macbeth 
he should stick to his promises?

c) How does the fi nal couplet of Scene 7 echo earlier lines?

Act I Scenes 6 and 7: Duncan arrives, Macbeth decides

QUICK TEST

THINKING MORE DEEPLY
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Macbeth 15

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Read Macbeth’s speech in Scene 7 again from ‘If it were done when ’tis done’ 
(Act I Scene 7 line 1) to ‘That tears shall drown the wind.’ (line 25)

In what ways is this a signifi cant extract in terms of developing ideas about kingship? 

Think about:

 ● How Duncan compares to Macbeth

 ● Ideas in Shakespeare’s day

3 Complete this table:

Point/detail Evidence Effect or explanation

1: Duncan is a decent, honest 
man.

‘borne his faculties so meek, 
hath been / So clear in his great 
offi ce’ (lines 17–18)

Duncan represents a gentle, 
moral king, but is he weak?

2: Killing Duncan will highlight 
and exaggerate his strong 
points.

3: Kings were often associated 
with religious imagery.

4 Write up point 1 in a paragraph below, in your own words. Remember to include 
what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects:

5 Now, choose one of your other points and write it out as another paragraph here:

EXAM PREPARATION: WRITING ABOUT SIGNIFICANT MOMENTS

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work �      Getting there �      Under control �
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16 Macbeth

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

1 Complete this gap-fi ll paragraph about events before and after Duncan’s murder:

Scene I begins with Banquo giving Macbeth a ........................... to pass to Lady 

Macbeth from Duncan. Macbeth is left alone and then sees an imaginary 

........................... which seems to be showing him the way to Duncan’s 

........................... . Despite his doubts, he presses ahead as he hears the sound of a 

.................... . Once he has committed the murder, we fi nd out he has foolishly 

brought the ...........................-smeared weapons he used back with him. Lady 

Macbeth is furious with him, and she takes them back so she can smear the 

........................... so they look as if they killed the king. She returns with blood on 

her own .................... .

2 Write one or two sentences in response to each of these questions:

a) How does Banquo respond to Macbeth’s request to support him when the 
time comes?

b) How realistic is the dagger from Macbeth’s point of view?

c) What emotional state is Lady Macbeth in at the beginning of Scene 2?

Act II Scenes 1 and 2: Daggers and Duncan’s murder

QUICK TEST

THINKING MORE DEEPLY
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Macbeth 17

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Read from ‘MACBETH: Who’s there? What, ho!’ (Act II Scene 2 line 8) to 
‘LADY MACBETH: After these ways; so, it will make us mad.’ (line 34)

Question: How does Shakespeare convey the tension of the situation?

Think about:

 ● The style of sentences and lines

 ● What each character says

3 Complete this table:

Point/detail Evidence Effect or explanation

1: Shakespeare’s use of 
questions shows uncertainty.

‘Who’s there?’ (line 8)

‘Did not you speak?’ (line 16)

The questions suggest their 
fear of being discovered, of 
being heard.

2: Short, sometimes one-word, 
lines one after another show 
the Macbeths depending on 
each other.

3: Macbeth is obsessed with the 
sleeping grooms, and what 
they say.

4 Write up point 1 in a paragraph below, in your own words. Remember to include 
what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects:

5 Now, choose one of your other points and write it out as another paragraph here:

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work �      Getting there �      Under control �

EXAM PREPARATION: WRITING ABOUT WRITERS’ EFFECTS
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18 Macbeth

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

1 Choose the correct answer and put a tick in the box:

a) Who is at the door when the Porter answers it?

Ross � Macduff and Lennox � Fleance �

b) What sort of night has it been, according to the visitors?

‘Unruly’ � ‘Unreal’ � ‘Unjust’ �

c) Who is the fi rst person to fi nd Duncan dead after the murder?

Lennox � Macbeth � Macduff �

d) How do Malcolm and Donalbain react?

They accuse Macbeth of murder. � They faint with the shock. �

They decide to leave immediately. �

e) Where does Macduff say Macbeth has gone to be crowned king?

Colmkill � Scone � Fife �

2 Write one or two sentences in response to each of these questions:

a) What does the short section with the Porter add to the play?

b) In what way was the night disturbed, according to Lennox?

c) How do Macduff’s words after the murder continue the theme of Duncan as 
being saintly?

Act II Scenes 3 and 4: The murder is discovered and discussed

QUICK TEST

THINKING MORE DEEPLY
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Macbeth 19

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Reread Act II Scene 4.

Question: What is the signifi cance of this scene in the context of the play as a whole?

Think about:

 ● What we fi nd out or are told

 ● The reference to certain key motifs

3 Complete this table:

Point/detail Evidence Effect or explanation

1: The scene recaps what 
happened to the grooms; tells 
us that the king’s sons have 
fl ed; and sows the seeds of 
future confl ict.

The ones who did the deed, 
were ‘Those that Macbeth hath 
slain’ (line 23)

The sons are ‘stolen away’ (line 
26)

It tells us that, for now, 
Macbeth has ‘got away with it’, 
but the rightful heir is still 
alive.

2: Macduff is not going to 
Macbeth's coronation.

3: The way nature has behaved 
refl ects how the divine order 
has been disrupted.

4 Write up point 1 in a paragraph below, in your own words. Remember to include 
what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects:

5 Now, choose one of your other points and write it out as another paragraph here:

EXAM PREPARATION: WRITING ABOUT A SIGNIFICANT SCENE

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work �      Getting there �      Under control �
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20 Macbeth

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

1 Number the events of this scene so that they are in the correct sequence. Use 
1 for the fi rst event and 7 for the fi nal event:

a) Macbeth requests Banquo’s presence at his fi rst banquet as king. �

b) Banquo suspects Macbeth’s part in Duncan’s murder. �

c) Macbeth asks the servant to bring in the men ‘without the palace gate’ 
(line 46). �

d) Macbeth asks the murderers if they have thought about his previous 
conversations with them. �

e) Banquo reveals that he and his son will go riding. �

f) Macbeth refl ects on Banquo’s character and how his heirs will be kings. �

g) Macbeth questions the murderers’ manhood, and persuades them to kill 
Banquo and Fleance. �

2 Write one or two sentences in response to each of these questions:

a) What evidence, if any, is there that Banquo is also ambitious?

b) Why does Macbeth want to rid himself of Banquo?

c) Why does Macbeth tell the murderers he can’t get rid of Banquo openly?

Act III Scene 1: Murderous Macbeth

QUICK TEST

THINKING MORE DEEPLY
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Macbeth 21

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Read from ‘MACBETH: Well then now’ (Act III Scene 1 lines 74–5) to 
‘Which in his death were perfect.’ (line 107)

Question: How does Shakespeare show that Macbeth is growing into 
his role as cunning villain?

Think about:

 ● The arguments Macbeth uses

 ● Macbeth’s persuasive language

3 Complete this table:

Point/detail Evidence Effect or explanation

1: Macbeth refers to past 
treatment of the men by 
Banquo.

‘held you / So under fortune, 
which you thought had been / 
Our innocent self.’ (lines 76–8)

The men were deceived into 
thinking it was Macbeth who 
hadn’t promoted or helped 
them in life.

2: He questions their manhood 
using persuasive devices.

3: There is no mention of Lady 
Macbeth’s involvement.

4 Write up point 1 in a paragraph below, in your own words. Remember to include 
what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects:

5 Now, choose one of your other points and write it out as another paragraph here:

EXAM PREPARATION: WRITING ABOUT CHARACTERISATION

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work �      Getting there �      Under control �
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22 Macbeth

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

1 Which of these are TRUE statements about these scenes, and which are FALSE? 
Write ‘T’ or ‘F’ in the boxes:

a) Macbeth envies Duncan for being at peace and being able to sleep well.  �

b) Macbeth says his mind is ‘full of beetles’.  �

c) Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth about hiring the murderers to kill Banquo.  �

d) The second murderer thinks the reason a third has been sent to join 
them is because Macbeth doesn’t trust them.  �

e) The fi rst murderer tries to help them kill Banquo by putting out the torch 
Banquo is carrying.  �

f) Fleance is killed, but Banquo escapes.  �

2 Write one or two sentences in response to each of these questions:

a) How does Macbeth’s language at the end of Scene 2 link him to the powers 
of darkness?

b) What is unusual about the way the fi rst murderer speaks near the start of 
Scene 3?

c) What is the signifi cance of who is killed and who escapes in Scene 3?

Act III Scenes 2 and 3: A harder Macbeth and Banquo’s death

QUICK TEST

THINKING MORE DEEPLY
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PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

Read from ‘MACBETH: Let your remembrance apply to Banquo’ (Act III Scene 2 
line 30) to ‘So, prithee, go with me.’ (line 56)

Question: How does this passage both compare and contrast with 
Macbeth’s earlier behaviour?

Think about:

 ● How Macbeth speaks

 ● What he tells Lady Macbeth

3 Complete this table:

Point/detail Evidence Effect or explanation

1: Macbeth seems to be the one 
giving instructions.

‘Let your remembrance apply 
to Banquo’ (line 30)

Macbeth advises Lady Macbeth 
on how to pretend all is well 
with Banquo. Earlier it was the 
other way around. 

2: Macbeth’s last speech is 
similar to Lady Macbeth’s in 
Act I Scene 5, showing his 
cold-blooded nature.

3: He doesn’t share his plans for 
Banquo with his wife.

4 Write up point 1 into a paragraph below in your own words. Remember to 
include what you infer from the evidence, or the writer’s effects:

5 Now, choose one of your other points and write it out as another paragraph here:

EXAM PREPARATION: WRITING ABOUT LINKS WITHIN THE TEXT

PROGRESS LOG [tick the correct box]       Needs more work �      Getting there �      Under control �
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24 Macbeth

PART TWO: PLOT AND ACTION

1 Tick the box with the correct answer to each of these questions:

a) Who says he cut Banquo’s throat?

Ross � First murderer � Second murderer �

b) Who is able to see Banquo’s ghost?

Macbeth � Macbeth and Lady Macbeth � Everyone at the banquet �

c) How does Lady Macbeth try to explain Macbeth’s behaviour to the guests?

She tells them he feels guilty. � She says it’s a childhood illness. �

She says he has poor eyesight. �

d) Who has refused to come to see Macbeth?

Macduff � Malcolm � Menteth �

e) How does Macbeth know what his enemies are thinking?

The witches have told him. � He has had dreams at night. �

He has a paid spy in each of their houses. �

2 Write one or two sentences in response to each of these questions:

a) In what way should this be the high point for the Macbeths?

b) How does Lady Macbeth taunt Macbeth over his behaviour?

c) Why does Macbeth decide to continue with his murderous plans despite the
effect it has had on him?

Act III Scene 4: Banquo’s ghost

QUICK TEST

THINKING MORE DEEPLY
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