
Y10 Philosophy & Ethics – Summer Homework 

Dear Philosophy and Ethics student, 

This year has been unprecedented in terms of the disruption you have faced to your Philosophy and Ethics 

lessons in school, and as much as you have worked hard to continue your learning online it is important 

that we continue to make up for lost time and consolidate our learning over the summer. When you return 

as a Y11 in September, it is extremely important that you have revised the things you learned in Y10 so that 

there are no gaps in your knowledge and we can hit the ground running. 

As a result, you are required to produce a large and detailed revision booklet of everything you have 

learned in Philosophy and Ethics this year. You can make a start as soon as you like, but the deadline for 

this assignment is Monday 7th September.  

Here’s what you need to do: 

 

 Produce revision notes on EVERY topic you have studied in Y10 (there is a topic list on the back of 

this sheet) 

 You need one page of notes for each sub-topic. 

Please note, ‘sub-topics’ are the individual topics within each course. For example, within the 

Christianity: Beliefs unit, you would need 1 page for The Nature of God, and one for Different 

Christian beliefs about creation etc. 

 

 

Where to get your information: 

 

 Your exercise book 

 GCSE Pod 

 CGP revision guides (these can be bought online for a maximum of £5.99 each – see below) 

 

Make sure you… Make sure you DO NOT… 

 
 Make your notes clear, detailed and concise 
 Write your notes in your own words  
 Cover every sub-topic (1 page each) 
 Keep your notes organised (have headings 

and sub-headings on each page) 
 Address any gaps in your knowledge 

 
 Copy and paste your notes from the 

internet. You WILL be made to do it again. 
 Avoid topics because they are challenging 
 Avoid lessons that you missed in school 
 Leave it all to the last minute! 

 

Good luck! 



Christianity 

Unit 1 – Christianity Beliefs  Done? 

The nature of God: • God as omnipotent, loving and just, and the problem of evil and suffering  
• the oneness of God and the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 

Different Christian beliefs about creation including the role of Word and Spirit (John 1:1-3 and Genesis 1:1-3).  

• Different Christian beliefs about the afterlife and their importance, including: resurrection and life after death; 
judgement, heaven and hell. 

 

• Beliefs and teachings about: • the incarnation and Jesus as the Son of God • the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension.  

• Beliefs and teachings about: sin, including original sin • the means of salvation, including law, grace and Spirit • the role 
of Christ in salvation including the idea of atonement 

 

Unit 2 – Christianity Practices  Done? 

• Different forms of worship and their significance: • liturgical, non-liturgical and informal, including the use of the Bible 
• private worship. • Prayer and its significance, including the Lord’s Prayer, set prayers and informal prayer. 

 

•The role and meaning of the sacraments: • the meaning of sacrament • the sacrament of baptism and its significance 
for Christians; infant and believers' baptism; different beliefs about infant baptism • the sacrament of Holy 
Communion/Eucharist and its significance for Christians, including different ways in which it is celebrated and different 
interpretations of its meaning. 

 

• The role and importance of pilgrimage and celebrations including: • two contrasting examples of Christian pilgrimage: 
Lourdes and Iona • the celebrations of Christmas and Easter, including their importance for Christians in Great Britain 
today. 

 

• The role of the Church in the local community, including food banks and street pastors. • The place of mission, 
evangelism and Church growth. 

 

• The importance of the worldwide Church including: • working for reconciliation • how Christian churches respond to 
persecution • the work of one of the following: Catholic Agency For Overseas Development (CAFOD), Christian Aid, 

 

Islam 

Unit 1 – Islam Beliefs  Done? 

• The six articles of faith in Sunni Islam and five roots of Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam, including key similarities and 
differences. • Tawhid (the Oneness of God), Qur’an Surah 112. 

 

• The nature of God: omnipotence, beneficence, mercy, fairness and justice/Adalat in Shi’a Islam, including different 
ideas about God’s relationship with the world: immanence and transcendence. 

 

• Angels, their nature and role, including Jibril and Mika’il. • Predestination and human freedom and its relationship to 
the Day of Judgement. • Akhirah (life after death), human responsibility and accountability, resurrection, heaven/hell 

 

• Risalah (Prophethood) including the role and importance of Adam, Ibrahim and Muhammad. • The holy books: • 
Qur’an: revelation and authority • the Torah, the Psalms, the Gospel, the Scrolls of Abraham and their authority. • The 
imamate in Shi'a Islam: its role and significance. 

 

Unit 2 – Islam Practices  Done? 

• Five Pillars of Sunni Islam and the Ten Obligatory Acts of Shi’a Islam (students should study the Five Pillars and jihad in 
both Sunni and Shi’a Islam and the additional duties of Shi’a Islam). • Shahadah: declaration of faith and its purpose. 

 

• Salah and its significance: how and why Muslims pray including times, directions, ablution (wudu), movements 
(rak’ahs) and recitations; salah in the home and mosque and elsewhere; Friday prayer: Jummah; key differences in the 
practice of salah in Sunni and Shi’a Islam, and different Muslim views about the importance of prayer. 

 

• Sawm: the role and significance of fasting during the month of Ramadan including origins, duties, benefits of fasting, 
the exceptions and their reasons, and the Night of Power, Qur’an 96:1-5. 

 

• Zakah: the role and significance of giving alms including origins, how and why it is given, benefits of receipt, Khums in 
Shi’a Islam. • Hajj: the role and significance of the pilgrimage to Makkah including origins, how hajj is performed, the 
actions pilgrims perform at sites including the Ka’aba at Makkah, Mina, Arafat, Muzdalifah and their significance. 

 

• Jihad: different understandings of jihad: the meaning and significance of greater and lesser jihad; origins, influence and 
conditions for the declaration of lesser jihad. • Festivals and commemorations and their importance for Muslims in Great 
Britain today, including the origins and meanings of Id-ul-Adha, Id-ul-Fitr, Ashura. 

 

Themes 

Theme A: Relationships and Families  Done? 

• Human sexuality including: heterosexual and homosexual relationships. • Sexual relationships before and outside of 
marriage. • Contraception and family planning. The nature and purpose of marriage, Same-sex marriage /cohabitation. 

 

• Divorce, including reasons for divorce, and remarrying. • Ethical arguments related to divorce, including those based on 
the sanctity of marriage vows and compassion. 

 

• The nature of families, including: • the role of parents and children • extended families and the nuclear family. • The 
purpose of families, including: • procreation • stability and the protection of children • educating children in a faith. 

 

• Contemporary family issues including: • same-sex parents • polygamy. • The roles of men and women. • Gender 
equality. • Gender prejudice and discrimination, including examples. 

 

Theme D: Religion, Peace and Conflict  Done? 

• The meaning and significance of: • peace • justice • forgiveness • reconciliation.  

• Violence, including violent protest. • Terrorism. • Reasons for war, including greed, self-defence and retaliation. • The 
just war theory, including the criteria for a just war. • Holy war. • Pacifism. 

 

• Religion and belief as a cause of war and violence in the contemporary world. • Nuclear weapons, including nuclear 
deterrence. • The use of weapons of mass destruction. 

 

• Religion and peace-making in the contemporary world including the work of individuals influenced by religious 
teaching. • Religious responses to the victims of war including the work of one present day religious organisation. 

 



 

 


