
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
It has been a fabulous start to the term here at S. Peter’s Collegiate School. 
 
Since starting on the 1st September, I have thoroughly enjoyed every minute I have spent in school. It has 
been a pleasure to meet so many of our wonderfully talented and extremely polite students. On my daily 
visits into lessons, I have been impressed by students’ engagement with their learning; positive attitudes 
emanate from every classroom. 
 
I am, of course, not the only new starter this academic year.  Two very experienced Educational 
Consultants, Jeanette Vincent and Kim Popratjnak MBE, have joined me and, in doing so, have bolstered 
the leadership of the school.  In addition, Mrs Catherine Crust has joined the English department, Mr Curtis 
Smith has joined the PE department and Miss Katie Venables has joined the Science department.  All new 
starters have commented on the very warm welcome they have received.   
 
We have been delighted to welcome students back into school following the Covid-19 enforced lockdown.  
In the first instance, our priority was to ensure the school was open and safe. Despite the many restrictions 
that we have had to adhere to, we are pleased that all of our students have had the opportunity, once 
more, to engage with and benefit from classroom learning within their year group bubbles.  As with most 
schools around the country, delivering the practical lessons of the curriculum (specifically Science, 
Technology, ICT and Music) has been challenging.  Restrictions have also severely compromised our ability 
to provide study spaces for our Sixth Form students whilst offering ‘normal service’ in our canteen provides 
us with yet another challenge. 
 
Looking forward, we are pleased to announce that we will be able to deliver practical lessons in Technology 
for all students and an increased amount of practical Science lessons for some year groups.  Alongside this, 
we are working hard to ensure two rooms, equipped with ICT facilities, are allocated for Sixth Form 
students to use in their ‘study time’. We will also be able to offer the option of hot food for students 
entitled to free school meals. Details of this will follow. 
 
Having managed a relatively smooth return to school life, we will be re-introducing form time from the first 
day of the new half term.  This will run from 08:45 – 09:00.  I am a big believer in the value of form time. 
Regular contact with their form tutor is an important part of a student’s day, enabling them to access 
support, benefit from guidance and develop their confidence. It is essential that students arrive in plenty of 
time, ready in their form rooms for a prompt 08:45 start. 
 
From Tuesday 10th November, we will also be re-introducing PSHE lessons.  These lessons are a vital 
element of the school curriculum.  They will be delivered on a rolling programme throughout the year. 
 
Earlier in the term, we launched the School’s Enrichment and Enhancement Programme.  It has been a real 
joy to be able to see so many students arriving early, enjoying extra-curricular activities at lunchtime and 
staying after school to access revision opportunities, learn new skills and build relationships. I have had the 



 
 

 
 

pleasure of dropping into sports’ training sessions, music practices and Christian Union meetings. It is 
fantastic to see students keen to make the most of what is on offer. 
 
As part of the Enrichment and Enhancement programme, we have introduced various ‘Session 8’ lessons, 
mainly for Sixth Form classes.  These virtual sessions have been conducted via Google Meet.  An increasing 
number of our teaching staff have taught online. We will continue to develop this area of practice so that, 
in the event of another nationwide lockdown, we will be confident and able to deliver an enhanced 
teaching experience to all of our students. 
 
I hope that students have also enjoyed using the outside table tennis tables during their recreation time. I 
have certainly been impressed by the talent on display and look forward to enjoying sharing a game.  We 
are very grateful to the Governing Body for purchasing these tables.  Equipment is readily available at 
lunchtimes. Students are also welcome to bring in their own equipment. 
 
For any parents and carers who are considering sending their Year 6 child to S. Peter’s next year, I urge you 
to view our promotional video and read the accompanying information on the website. It has been strange 
not being able to host an ‘Open Evening’ this year, however we thoroughly enjoyed making the video and 
have been delighted with the final edit.  The students featured are an absolute credit to our school. 
 
You will have seen that I advertised for volunteers to form a Parents’ Advisory Council.  It has been quite a 
surprise to receive so many responses. More information on how this will proceed will follow shortly. 
 
Ahead of the new half term, I would like to emphasise the importance of punctuality and uniform.  Whilst 
the priority in September was to ensure a safe return, we will now be focusing on ensuring students are 
wearing appropriate school uniform and are arriving to school and to lessons on time.  We are immensely 
proud of our school and have high expectations. I have no doubt you will support us; it is the high 
expectations we have of our students that allow them to achieve. 
 
The forthcoming half-term break is a useful time to share a number of safety concerns and reiterate some 
key messages. 
 
An understandable area of concern for many parents and teachers is E-safety.  I encourage you to be 
proactive, regularly checking your child’s mobile phone and tablet content. It is also important to be aware 
of the age limits for popular apps such as WhatsApp, Instagram, TikTok and Snapchat and support your 
child in accessing these responsibly. 
 
I would also like to draw your attention to another danger facing students both locally and nationally.  The 
railway network poses an increasing threat to young people if they are not careful and sensible. 
Trespassing on the railway can have tragic consequences. Railway electricity is 100 times more powerful 
than electricity in the home. 90 per cent of people die when they are struck and 10 per cent are left with 
life-changing injuries, including burns, amputations and emotional scars. Do remind your children to keep 
clear of the tracks and stay safe. 



 
 

 
 

 
I am pleased to see some of our students cycling into school.  Can I request, however, that all students who 
cycle to school consider wearing a cycle helmet? A helmet should conform to current regulations, should 
be the correct size and must be securely fastened when arriving on to and leaving the school site.  
 
As we continue to keep up to date with changes to the national and local picture regarding the Pandemic, I 
must remind all parents, carers and students that the wearing of face masks is compulsory in school 
corridors, unless medical exemptions apply.  
 
 
From the first week of the new half term, I hope to put together a weekly bulletin that will include key 
information and help to celebrate some of the many successes of our fantastic students.  
 
I wish everyone a restful and safe holiday and I look forward to the start of the new half term. 
 
Yours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

J Arnold. 
Principal. 
 
 


