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Happy Christmas with LOVE from… 

Moments after my first child was born, I held him in my arms, took 
him to the window and, caught up in the wonder of new birth, proudly 
spoke out the words “Hey World! Say hello to my son!” I invited the 
wriggling bundle in my arms to return the greeting to the watching World and paused a 
while, waiting, expectantly…he burped! Nothing unusual about this baby! 

Yet outside, the silence of the night was broken by the sound of hundreds of local residents 
singing “Isn't he lovely”; meanwhile, having received messages of this incredible birth, people 
began to leave their places of work to see what the fuss was about, coming from all around the 
area to converge on the hospital; inside, porters, midwives and cleaning staff all crowded into 
our small, dark, damp room and gazed open mouthed in wonder at the child in my arms; a 
bright light shone down from the Sky News Channel helicopter as it swooped in for pictures; 
there was great excitement! An uncontrolled time of celebration exploded across the little town 
of Wordsley, and soon spread throughout the West Midlands!   From that very moment, there 
was hope, that peace, joy and love would reach all humanity, because my son had been born!   
“Incredible! Unbelievable! Shut up!” you say, “It can’t be true! You would be right. It isn’t 
true. You would have to be quite a special baby to have that kind of attention for sure! 

Although I did, quite literally, introduce all three 
of my children to the world at the window, other 
than the midwife, no-one else noticed the events 
of those nights. No-one other than family or 
friends came to visit any of our three new born 
babies. Those who did come, expected to see 
nothing more than a wrinkled little soul gazing up 
out of their blanket. They were not disappointed! 
There was no ‘long awaited arrival’, foretold 
hundreds of years before it happened. No 
unusual circumstances. No local farmers or 
sheep. No foreign dignitaries and definitely no 
choir, of any description, let alone angels! 

So how come when Jesus was born so many people DID notice!  How come so many 
amazing events surrounded his birth?  Was there really a moment in history which brought 
in the hope of peace, joy and love for the World? Just because a child had been born?! 

Woven throughout verse after verse in the Old Testament, are prophecies that speak of the 
Christ who was to come. Bible scholars have concluded from much research that, hundreds of 
years before Jesus was even born, more than 300 prophecies were recorded to tell about His 
coming, His life and journey to the cross, and the power of His Resurrection. These prophecies 
point to the exact location, circumstances, and even timing of Christ’s birth. In the Gospels, we 
read of the unique circumstances surrounding Jesus’ conception; Mary and Jospeh travelling 
to Bethlehem; no room for them on arrival; being born in rough conditions; shepherds arriving 
on the scene, thousands of angels singing at them and a bunch of well educated travellers, 
following a bright star, dropping by with gold, frankincense and myrrh (bizarre gifts for a 
newborn kid!) And a maniacal king attempting to hunt him down and kill him! 

 Honour Others, Lower Yourself and Fully Rely On God.

L
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What was so special about that baby? People had been expecting the arrival (advent) of 
‘One sent from God’ for hundreds of years. The Bible speaks of Jesus’ arrival as being a 
turning point in the story of God and humanity because it showed God’s unconditional 
love for people: The very people He created and that had turned away from Him. Even 
though the relationship, trust and loyalty between us and God was broken, He kept on loving.  
There was more than an ‘awkward feeling’ between God and humans, it was a sense of ‘lost 
purpose’ and separation. Yet, He kept on loving. As the stubbornness of people grew deeper, 
and they chose to ignore Him, not wanting to be near him or even acknowledge his existence, 
He kept on loving.  

In that moment of Jesus being born, God fulfilled a 
promise he’d made to Abraham way back in history, 
that he would do something to restore the relationship 
between Him and Humanity so that they would be able 
to know His love. He went out of His way to show us 
love. He gave us Jesus. “For God so loved the World, 
that he gave his only son, so that anyone who 
believed in him would not perish but be restored and 
have everlasting life. (John 3:16)  

SO What? - As Christians We celebrate that moment in history, the birth of Jesus, because 
it was the arrival of God himself on earth. No wonder Angels burst out of Heaven and 
Shepherds flocked to see him (sorry!) Jesus’ birth continues to draw our attention every year. 
This Christmas time, I invite you to consider the arrival of that baby. Wonder over the 
circumstances of it all. Ponder over the words of the man that baby became. Marvel at the 
statements he made about himself and his relationship with God. Reflect on his selfless 
sacrifice and resurrection. Respond to this incredible and unbelievable opportunity to know 
God’s love for yourself.  Nothing we can do will make God love us any less. Nothing we can do 
will make God love us anymore.  He offers us a relationship with him made possible through 

the GIFT of Jesus… with LOVE from God.  Happy Christmas Everyone! 
CHAPLAIN’S CHALLENGE 
1. What is the best Christmas gift you have ever had? The Worst? 
2. Which Christmas song/carol is your favourite and why?  
3. Find out WHY Jesus was given the gifts of gold, frankincense and Myrrh 
4. Read John 1:1-14 How does John explain the impact Jesus made on the World? 
5. Is it easier to explain ,or to demonstrate LOVE to someone?  
6. “A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great 

moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic or else he would be the Devil himself. You must 
make your choice.” (C.S.Lewis- Mere Christianity) Discuss.  

Read and reflect: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, what an incredible gift you have offered to us in 
Jesus.  Thank you for showing us how much you love us through his 
example, “who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 
God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness. He humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death 
on a cross!” *What amazing love! May we know more of you, not only at 
Christmas time but in our lifetime too. Amen  *(Phil 2:6-11) 

            Happy to chat about the blog, Christian faith, prayer requests and everything else 

                     May You and your Families have a restful and peaceful Christmas.


                                                Joe the Chaplain - jmaggs@speters.org.uk  

Not actual footage of REAL events!
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