
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
You will be aware of the offer for all staff and students to be involved in the rapid testing 
programme for COVID-19 in the New Year. We wish to offer clarity and honesty in times of confusion 
and information overload. 
 
Mass testing of students and staff is a good thing and we should all support it without reservation, 
but we must also recognise that it is voluntary. The holiday period will inevitably lead to an even 
more rapid growth in infections and mass rapid testing will identify asymptomatic people in school 
who could infect many others. If we are able to test the majority of staff and students in school, we 
will significantly reduce the spread of the virus, protect you and your family and save lives.  
 
We must be honest here and say that it looks like we have been set an almost impossible logistical 
challenge to have everything setup in two weeks, but we have become used to striving to achieve 
the impossible. We are also being given conflicting advice and promises of support without telling us 
what it will look like. These issues will be resolved over the coming days, but it will mean that we are 
constantly revising our plans and the information we provide to you may need to change. Please be 
patient with us and our staff who were expecting a well-deserved rest during this time. 
 
You will be receiving some information soon that has been provided by the Department for 
Education. This will require the completion of a registration form and a consent form for each of 
your children. At this stage we do not know whether you will be able to complete these online or if 
these will be brought into school on the first day your child is in school (or the day your child is 
invited in for their test, whichever is the sooner). If your child is 16 or older then they can complete 
these forms themselves, but we would encourage them to discuss this with you first. Currently this 
information states that the swab tests will be carried out by testing staff, but it is our understanding 
from the DfE and directly from the Secretary of State for Education that most students will be 
performing the swab tests on themselves. Clearly where a pupil needs support this will be given. 
 
Call for Volunteers 
We know that to achieve the mass testing programme in school we will need a large number of 
people to administer and process the tests. All our staff have their normal jobs to do and it is not 
clear that we will be provided with enough additional staff to get it done. Indeed, it is very unlikely 
that we will have enough people to deliver what is expected of us. We are therefore asking for as 
many volunteers as possible from our community to register with us directly. Volunteers could be 
available for as many or few days as that are able to give and they will be trained and provided with 
all the necessary PPE. At this stage we are simply asking for people to express their willingness to 
support for a day or more in January by emailing shaigh@whickhamschool.org with a contact phone 
number. Please spread this request as widely as possible as it is not restricted to parents or those 
connected to the school directly. 
 
As you would expect we are working very closely with Gateshead Council, Public Health and other 
secondary schools to ensure that we have the maximum impact possible and protect the most 
vulnerable in our community. 
 
Finally, please have the best Christmas holiday you can under the circumstances and be assured that 
we will work tirelessly to keep you and your children safe. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Steve Haigh 
CEO 
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