
Our Response

We are asked to think carefully about all we receive from God, and about 
the place St Martin’s holds in our lives – and then, prayerfully, to review 
our giving.

Not every person is able to give the same, but we are all asked to think of what 
we are able to offer in support of all we want to achieve in our community 
this year. To realise all of our plans for our church life in 2017,  we need to 
raise an extra £20,000 as a congregation.

Please consider if you can help by:
•	 Increasing	the	amount	you	give	regularly	
•	 Joining	the	planned	giving	scheme	by	making	a	commitment	to	give	

regularly. A regular gift enables St Martin’s to plan and means the cost 
of our ministry is supported, whether you can be in church on Sunday 
or not. This can be done through:

        •	  Weekly giving envelopes
        •	  Standing orders
        •	  Direct debit via the Parish Giving Scheme
•	 Signing	a	Gift	Aid	form	if	you	pay	tax.	Donations	under	Gift	Aid	are	

worth 25p more for every £1 given 
•	 Leaving	a	gift	in	your	will	to	support	the	future	of	St	Martin’s

Thank you. 
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Belonging

In	a	full	English	breakfast	the	chicken	is	involved	by	giving	the	egg	but	the	
pig is committed by giving the bacon. 

I	find	it	a	helpful	analogy	for	belonging	to	a	congregation.	We	can	be	
involved in any number of ways – participating, serving, helping, enjoying, 
even leading. But the simplest way to know we’re committed is by giving 
money. That’s when we move from saying ‘That lot at St Martin’s ought 
to…’	to	saying	‘We	at	St	Martin’s	are	together	trying	to…’	It’s	a	shift	
from ‘they’ to ‘we’. Many people give very generously to St Martin’s. No 
doubt some could give more. A lot of people don’t have much. But almost 
everyone can give something. 

When we give we don’t really look from side to side to see what everyone 
else is giving – we almost never know other people’s circumstances, the 
what	and	how	and	why	of	their	gifts.	Instead	we	just	look	at	God,	and	say,	
for	better	or	worse,	this	is	the	bunch	of	people	I’m	striving	to	live	with	and	
participate in as a community of faith, and this pledge is my statement that 
I’m	in	this	for	real,	and	we’re	in	this	together.	

It’s	not	about	getting	value	for	money.	It’s	about	the	joy	of	being	one	body.	
It’s	about	turning	believing	into	belonging:	and	seeing	God	turn	each	of	
our humble contributions into something very beautiful.

Sam Wells
Vicar, St Martin-in-the-Fields

Our Finances in 2017

It	costs	over	£1	million	to	run	St	Martin’s	each	year.	This	is	what	it	takes	to	
sustain our ministry and advance our mission. At the heart of our work is 
our congregation and its shared life.

In	2017	we	will	for	example	spend:

•	 £600 each week on our Sunday morning worship – over £30,000 a year

•	 £145,000	on	our	contribution	to	the	Common	Fund	–	this	is	the	central	
fund of the Diocese which funds our clergy and ministry. Some of this 
contribution	also	goes	towards	helping	other	churches	in	London

•	 £8,000 on our autumn education series to examine and discuss 
important issues facing society today

•	 £16,000 on our Bread for the World services which offer a pause in the 
busy week to think and to pray

•	 £3,000	on	our	Lent	courses

•	 £19,000	 on	 our	 Sunday	 International	 Group,	 when	 members	 of	 the	
congregation sit alongside those in our community on whom society has 
turned its back


