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I know some of us were there for the bishop’s farewell at Candlemas. It was typical of Bishop 
Richard that at the very end of his Ministry amongst us who should do something entirely new. The 
Bishop came onto the stage in Paternoster Square and sent his first ever tweet. We sense the 
message that Christ Is the Life of the World to millions across social media. Then we lifted our 
mobile phones, shining as modern candles in an electronic world. 

 

We were attempting to be what Jesus describes the question in today’s gospel, “Lights of the 
World.” At the end of the baptism liturgy godparents, you are given care of a candle, which belongs 
actually to Rory, as a sign that he is charged to be a light of the world, and that you have the duty of 
helping him to grow into this vocation. Being a light of the world means to be an evangelist of Jesus 
who is The Light of the World. 

 

We do not need any telling that the world is a dark and dangerous place. Not only do the 
geopolitical struggles of Nations give us cause for concern, not only are dark streets literally filled 
with danger, but there is a darkness which lurks in the corner of our own lives. So often we are 
tempted into sin, to weave webs of deception, to behave badly towards others and so to contribute 
to the darkness of the world.  

 

Into this predicament Jesus comes with the assertion that we are to be nothing less than lights in 
the world, those who spread goodness, happiness, truth, love, light, joy and peace. 

 

Simply telling us to become lights in the world would be a burden. Jesus does not say “become a 
light in world.” That would be a terrible charge, difficult to bear, hard to sustain, a yoke placed on 
our shoulders. No, Jesus does not say “become a light in the world.” Rather he says “you are the 
light of the world.” 

 

We have become lights in the world because we have been united with Christ who is The Light of 
the World. We have been made one with him through our baptism, and therefore we receive the 
gifts of grace, the help that we need, despite our propensity towards evil, to bring goodness life and 
light. In baptism we are reunited with Christ, our original sin is washed away, and we become light. 
This does not mean that we do not fail, that sin does not obscure the light that shines out from us, 
or that we need not to be careful to turn away from the works of darkness and walk in the light of 
the Lord, but it does mean that God is here with his grace to help and support us.  

 

This grace is given to us through our growth in faith, and parents and godparents, it is your duty to 
help Rory to grow in this faith. To learn to read and understand the Scripture; to learn to pray just 
as he learns to speak, to count, to reason. Just as you will have help and support for him in walking 
talking, learning and playing, from teachers and family members, so you will have the help and 
support of the teachers and the body of Christ in the church in this extraordinary journey of helping 
your child to grow up not only physically and mentally but also spiritually. 

 

And one of the lessons which he will learn is that we cannot be light in the world unless we are also 
salty. This whole business of salt and flavour, is expounded in the second part of our reading which 
speaks about the immutability of the law. We are to be good; we are to keep the law; in all of its 
particulars; every stroke and every word and every part. Our righteousness is to exceed that of the 
scribes and Pharisees. We are, as the baptism service calls us to do on behalf of our children, to 



renounce evil, to disown the devil, and to reject all his empty promises. Nothing that veils the light 
of Christ can be allowed in our lives. 

 

But this is impossible. We all know that we fall short. Not only because we often find ourselves in 
situations in which there is no pathway which is entirely without sin, but also because we turn aside 
from what we know to be right for the sake of convenience, the approbation of others, to get richer 
or to fulfil some desire in which my will is done, and not thy will be done. As St Paul said, 
sometimes this is contrary to our own best intentions: the things I want to do the very things I do 
not do in the things I do not wish to do other things I do. Of our own strength and will we cannot be 
perfect. It is a hopeless task. But, now it is not hopeless. By baptism we have been given grace. IN 
the life of the church we are given strength and we have been made lights of the world. We are the 
light of the world because Jesus is at work in us, not because we are perfect, but because He is 
perfecting us. Where I fall short he helps me. 

 

And this is what stops my saltiness simply becoming another form of pride. And my brightness 
from being a kind of rebuke to others hectoring or correcting them. To be a light in the world is to 
point away from myself to Jesus not to look down on others and say “be more like me”, but to look 
up with others and say, come with mew so that we can be more like Him.  

 

After his baptism Rory will not shine with his own light of purity, but with Christ’s light, for it is 
Jesus who is the light of the world, and if He makes us lights then it is not ourselves but Him whom 
we show forth. When we look at others who are in the darkness we do not pity them as missing 
something we have, which is the beginning of pride, but we pity them as brothers and sisters who 
are missing a wonderful gift we have been given to share, which is the beginning of love.    

 

So Rory is called not to be the holiest Christian we have ever seen so that we can say how wonderful 
he is, and how wonderful godparents and parents you have been in bringing him up so well. He is 
called rather to be the holiest Christian we have ever seen that he might shine with the light of 
Christ in the world and we looking at him might rejoice to see in and through him Christ revealed. 
For you are the light of the world. 


