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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 

 

I. 

Hearing can be a tricky matter. We cannot simply deactivate our ears, just as we close our eyes. 
Therefore, we hear a lot of things all day long and we will not be asked at all if we want to hear 
them: street noise and church bells; mobile phone calls, scraps of conversation and discussions. If I 
turn my favourite music on too loud in the living room, I will make my neighbour listen as well, 
whether he likes it or not. Some people do not care and confidently say: “My neighbours listen to 
good music, my good music – whether they like it or not.”   

 

In fact, hearing can be a tricky matter. Unlike our eyes, our ears are already fully developed in the 
womb. Since that stage, our ears have been used 24 hours a day, even at night when we are not 
consciously aware of them. 

 

The ear can distinguish ten octaves and up to 400.000 tones as well as the direction from where 
they come. By hearing, the world enters our inner self and becomes a feeling: Listening to a song 
can move us to tears - while constant snoring makes us livid with rage.   

 

In our media age, we receive news through innumerable channels from the whole world. At the end 
of the day, a certain feeling often arises: I have heard many things, but nothing properly. That is 
why people soon learn to virtually shut their ears: they “go deaf”, as you say in Britain. When my 
daughter was young, I always told her: “Don't forget to put on your scarf, it's cold outside”; and 
whenever I looked at her through the window how she was leaving for school ... - I think you will 
guess: She did not wear a scarf. She went deaf! 

 

II. 

Well, hearing can be a tricky matter. Nevertheless: All things start with hearing, already in the 
womb. And also faith starts with hearing. Paul's Epistle to the Romans reads: 

 

“So the faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” 

 

Thus, do we need to wonder why we experience faith like the process of hearing all other things? 
Some things like a piece of music touch us deep inside and some things annoy and repel us, such as 
constant snoring. Now and then, we do not listen to what God tells us, because there are so many 
voices and noises – or because we have gone deaf. Therefore, faith requests us to listen. To listen, 
because faith does not come from inside us. Faith is not about talking to ourselves. The message of 
the Gospel is told to us in a friendly way in order that we can hear it, that we can listen to it. Then 
we will be able to answer – and to confess, with our hearts and our mouths.  

 

Faith will develop if we let it happen that the history of God with mankind is told to us, if we learn 
about Jesus who got close to other people and promised them God's kingdom. His disciples passed 
this on – and it has been passed on from generation to generation to the present day. Hence, we are 



able to listen to it now: the experiences people have gone through by listening to God; the hopes the 
word of God has raised. When listening, we become witnesses of the Gospel ourselves. Faith is a 
movement of listening and answering. The living encounter between people gives rise to faith and a 
growing hope. First, we listen, then we answer. That is the order. It is the opposite of the 140-
character tweet being used by people to broadcast answers to the world without having listened 
before. Those who forget to listen to others start building walls around them and finally will lock 
themselves in. That is why listening comes first - and answering second. Martin Luther says: “All 
crawls” out of listening: faith, love and prayer. Blessed are those who can hear!  

 

III. 

With the advent of National Socialism in Germany in the 1930s, the Confessing Church began 
struggling against Nazi views spreading within the church and confessing Christians began to 
rediscover how to listen. The first thesis of The Theological Declaration of Barmen 1934 was put by 
the Confessing Church in the following way:  

 

Jesus Christ, as he is witnessed to us in the Holy Scriptures, is the one Word of God that we have to 
listen to, that we have to rely on in life and in death and that we have to obey.  

That means: Among all the words reaching our ears it is this one word which makes a difference, 
the crucial difference: Jesus Christ. I am con¬vinced that the church of Jesus Christ needs to learn 
again to listen to the Word in order to find a direction in a time determined by half-truths and 
serious lies, by fake news and populist slogans.  

 

Listen first! That was what Martin Luther and the whole protestant movement of faith discovered, 
too – letting the living Word of God – Jesus Christ – be heard again. There were many people in 
Europe 500 years ago, making this one basic note of faith clearly audible again: Jesus Christ. And 
we can collect now the stories telling about how people have been changed by listening to the Word 
of Jesus Christ in a new manner. Entire societies have found hope by newly listening to the living 
Word.  

 

Indeed, this is also our hope for today: We will be able to change and we will eventually change 
ourselves if we listen to the message of the Gospel in a new way. Nothing has to inevitably remain as 
it is. In the scope of our European partnerships, we can listen to each other and together we can 
listen to the Word of Recon¬ciliation. For Jesus Christ is our common bond, making us a 
community of listeners. The diversity remains, but it is reconciled by listening together to Jesus 
Christ.  

 

Now, we need this word of reconciled diversity more urgently than we could have imagined a short 
time ago. Where others separate, we want to remain a listening community; that is our mission. 
Where others distribute fake news, we adhere to the clarity and the purity of the Word. 

  

IV. 

  “So the faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  

 

When Martin Luther had to preach about these sentences of the Apostle Paul, he completed the 
sermon with a deep sigh of relief, saying:  

 

“The Gospel tells nothing else than: faith; and thus, all other things will flow and follow by 
themselves.”  

 

All starts with listening. Faith as well; and then all other things will flow and follow by themselves. 

 

“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.” 

 

Amen. 


