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This week we remembered a dear member of our congregation at our Wednesday lunchtime service 
- Brian Mears. He was a beautiful example of a living stone. He found his place here in this 
community, contributed to our life in so many ways, was faithful and kind, gentle, generous, and 
humorous. He probably wouldn’t have described himself as a living stone but he was. He was part 
of the spiritual life of this church, humbly allowing himself to be built into its fabric. As his family 
and friends here at St Martin’s gathered on Wednesday, including his 7-week-old great 
granddaughter, we shared in the preciousness of his life and we thanked God for him.  

 

Brian came here early one Saturday morning a few months ago to tell me that his dear friend 
Marjorie had died. We sat up in the sanctuary next to the altar and prayed together.  It is very hard 
for all of us to think that he and Marjorie are no longer with us; two living stones, chosen and 
precious. They are a reminder to us of our own place and purpose in this community, how precious 
we are to one another, that we each have things that we bring, in who we are and what we do, that 
are much needed and alive with the possibilities of God.  

 

Jesus is our ‘living stone’ that we come to and are built around. He is the source of our life.  That 
came home to me at the Maundy Thursday service at Easter, as I washed the feet of members of our 
community and had my own feet washed and then went to the altar to preside. It was deeply 
humbling. It was a reminder of the uniqueness of our lives and the preciousness of this community.  

 

Coming to the altar for that Last Supper, was like a touchstone, coming home to God’s heart, who in 
Christ, our living cornerstone, considers us all uniquely valuable and of great worth and who offers 
us life. In that act of washing of his disciples feet Jesus is saying you are chosen and precious. Treat 
one another like that. Recognise one another as holy. Do what I have done and you will be living 
stones, built together around me, doing what I do, loving with my love.  Standing at the altar that 
day felt different, I can only describe the feeling as of having my heart softened. Perhaps that’s  what 
it feels like to be a living stone - when the example of Christ softens our hearts to go and do 
likewise. Only when our hearts are softened and humbled can we come to Christ, our cornerstone, 
be built by him into God’s spiritual house, and truly find our place.  

 

We often forget that sense in which we are each precious. We think of who might fit well on the 
stewards rota, or who could sit on a committee, or volunteer at the Sunday International Group. But 
if we forget that what we are dealing with are lives that are precious to God, that he is loving us into 
taking our place in his spiritual home here on earth, then we’ve missed the point. 

 

Similarly, if we think we’re just here to pour the coffee, or sing well, or give out a service booklet, 
then we can’t see what’s really being built. We’re here because we’ve been chosen by God, to be part 
of this community, to be built up in his name and for his purpose, both here and in the places where 
we live and spend our time. We do these things for a purpose. It is so that together we can show that 
compassion of Jesus - his soft heart - to the world - to those who don’t belong, to those who have 
been rejected by the world. To those who will never be chosen, or who do not know what it means to 
be treated as precious and loved. Once we live with that sense of worth in our own hearts, it means 
that what we do, we do with soft hearts, with a sense of love, grace and generosity to those around 
us.  

 



I wonder how Christ softens your heart? how you are humbled and brought close to him? That will 
be the way in which you are being encouraged to be built and placed. Let your heart lead you to the 
place and purpose God has for you. Let yourself be built, around Christ, our cornerstone, with a soft 
heart. 

 

Peter, in this letter, is speaking to a diverse group of people from different races and faiths, people 
who didn’t feel chosen, who because of their Christian faith, were facing hardship, and persecution; 
who had no place where they felt at home.  The language might sound exclusive but he is saying that 
in Christ God creates a new place, for those who have no place.  He takes words of affirmation and 
belonging addressed to Israel, who also had felt rejected, and uses them to describe the young 
Christian church – a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people.  He offers 
them a vision of who they are, a vision of their value and status that will sustain them through what 
is to come.   

 

They belong to one another, they belong to God. They are no longer outcasts but chosen and 
precious in God’s sight. They have a place with God. If they are able to own that identity then they 
will be able to reflect that love to the world and hold firm in testing times.  

 

Are we able to own that identity too? If we feel precious and loved then we will be able to reflect that 
love to the world.  It is about remembering that it is Christ who is at our centre, and all that we do is 
built on his compassion and grace. What we do is an outworking of that precious gift.  

 

Jesus knew rejection, knew what it meant to be an outcast, treated as having no place in this world. 
He was the stone that the builders rejected. But in his death and resurrection he shows us the way 
back to God for all who are forsaken, for all who are rejected, for us when we have stumbled and 
fallen, and our hearts have been made of stone. He shows us the way to life, he is the way, the truth 
and the life of God.  He claims that forsaken place for us and places his soft heart there. In doing so 
he becomes the cornerstone, the centre of our life, showing us how we are to live in the world, 
drawing us all into God’s temple to faithfully serve and joyfully praise, to share in God’s wonderful 
life open to all.  

 

In a moment our choir will sing an anthem, Ubi Caritas, one of the traditional antiphons, or short 
sung prayers from Maundy Thursday – ‘Where charity and love are, God is there. The love of Christ 
has brought us together as one.” This is what being living stones is like. It is being where Christ’s 
love is. And that’s where God is, in the midst of us.  

 

We express that today as we begin Christian Aid Week. ‘When Christian Aid Week was launched 60 
years ago, it was a way for the living stones of the church to help the many people still caught up in 
the refugee crisis that followed the Second World War.  It was a way of saying you are precious and 
chosen. They responded in their thousands, giving money, organising events, lobbying their 
politicians and inspiring others to do the same. It took time, but by the end of 1960 the refugee 
camps in Europe were closed.’ Our contribution to this Christian Aid Week, with its focus on the 
current refugee crisis, is a way for us to show those who have been rejected and overlooked, that 
they are precious and have a place. 

 

To this, and to the many other ways we are called to be where charity and love are, we respond with 
soft hearts. 


