
Readings: Genesis 1.1-5; Acts 19.1-7; Mark 1.4-11 
 
It is very good to hear our reading from the very beginning of Genesis today.  Of light overcoming 
darkness.  It has been a dark week and we have been seeking light.  
 
On Wednesday we were plunged into a formless void, of senseless violence and brutality, as the 
events in Paris unfolded with the dreadful attack on the Charlie Hebdo offices and the ensuing co-
ordinated attacks and police response.  Ordinary people going about their lives were suddenly caught 
up in these awful events.  Our hearts go out to all affected, who have lost their lives or those who have 
lost loved ones, or been injured, or who in the normal course of their work have been put in harm’s 
way.  
 
Column inches and hours of response have been recorded as we try to make some sense of it.  But it 
continues to be a formless void.  (A void that is mirrored in North Eastern Nigeria and the town of 
Baga this week).  There were impromptu gathering in cities across France and around Europe in 
support.  Messages of solidarity from political leaders, cartoonists and journalists responding 
creatively.  Solidarity about freedom of speech and religious expression, of the power of the pen to 
shape and describe the world peaceably and call our actions to account.  A million people are 
expected to gather in Paris today. 
 
It is very close to home and could easily have been this city.  We have known acts of terrorism here 
in London and remember the weeks after the London Bombings - the armed police on the streets, in 
our train stations and public places, the fear of the person with a rucksack, standing next to us on 
the tube, on our way to work.  We are very aware, as the people of Paris have been this week, of how 
quickly we can move from a sense of freedom and peace in our city to one of fear.   
 
But we believe that God is with us in the darkness and chaos of this week helping us to find order 
and bring light.  In these very first words of the Bible we are encouraged to take heart because we 
find God from the very beginning deeply and creatively involved in his creation.  Engaging with 
chaos and darkness, not fearful of it, but acting and speaking into it, bringing out life and order.  
Making sense of creation and creating a relationship with it.  God is light.  God brings us life.  God is 
order and beauty and goodness.  God creates community by saying ‘I am with you’ - in all of this. 
 
There are many ways, through the acts of bravery of those involved, in the words spoken, the 
coming together of communities in shock and solidarity and in prayer, that that light and goodness 
have shone through these last few days: in the dignified peaceful words of the brother of the Muslim 
policeman who was killed who called for calm and a true understanding of Islam, in the actions of 
Lassana Bathily, a Muslim who worked at the kosher supermarket who helped to save lives.  
 
At the gatherings here in Trafalgar Square, and at our neighbouring church of Notre Dame de 
France in Leicester Square at a vigil of prayer on Friday, that goodness and light was gently present.  
Amongst it all is the insistent call to work for all the things that hold us together and all that is good 
– peace, community, friendship across faiths and cultures.   
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In those words from Genesis we hear of the ‘wind of God’ or Spirit or breath of God (in some 
translations), sweeping over creation.  It is the same word that in Deuteronomy is used for an eagle 
hovering protectively over its young.  God’s loving presence encompasses the darkness and the light 
and speaks lovingly into it.  God speaks lovingly and protectively into the darkness of this week.  
Take heart.  I am with you.  ‘Let there be light’. 
 
At our evening service ‘Bread For the World’ on Wednesday evening someone prayed so beautifully 
asking God to ‘rescue us’ from the evil of these acts.  It seemed so appropriate that our cry is to be 
rescued from darkness.  We cannot do it alone. 
 
Jesus comes to rescue us.  To be that light in the darkness.  At his baptism, as at creation, the Spirit 
of God is present - a sign of the presence and possibility of God.  A new relationship with God is 
imaginable through the one whom he loves.  There is the possibility of community with him – our 
creator.  This is God once again bringing light and a new order, a new creation, God come to share 
his life with us in the person of Jesus.  As God spoke words of hope into the chaos and disorder of 
creation, so he speaks words of life and love and affirmation through the life of his beloved Son.   
 
It is our way to life with God.  Being baptised into life with Jesus through the Holy Spirit, means 
that we too are welcomed into that loving relationship that is full of possibility - that relationship of 
Father and Son.  It is the way for us to be part of the goodness and light that God longs for our world 
to receive. 
 
Those early disciples that Paul encounters in Ephesus, were keen to enter more deeply into that life 
of faith.  They had made a commitment through the baptism of forgiveness that John had offered, 
but Paul invites them to go deeper, and enter into Jesus’ baptism, through the Spirit, that will equip 
them and connect them to the life of God.  Paul invites them to become part of the light and 
goodness of God.  There is no hesitation.  
 
In this act of humility and solidarity Jesus commits himself to our real life.  He enters into the chaos 
of our world, the dark formless void of this week, the waters that overwhelm us, into the pain and 
humiliation, confusion, to the place where we are all floundering.  And he brings a way to love, a 
new beginning, a way to be part of the goodness of God.   
 
Being this ‘Son of God’ will mean embracing all that it means to be human, entering into the darkest 
reaches of our world and lives, into sinfulness and death - into the pain of the bereaved family and 
community, into the confusion and darkness in the mind and heart of the terrorist, into our fear and 
shock, into xenophobia, and racism – and calling for light.  In his baptism, Jesus goes into the deep 
end with us and in this act of humility, the gateway to his public ministry, commits to the journey to 
the cross.  The place where the light and goodness of God are fully revealed. 
 
Jesus doesn’t need the forgiveness that baptism offers but he comes to be fully with us so that we 
can be fully with him.  We too can go that journey through death, through waters and floods and 
find resurrection and forgiveness, new life and hope.   
 
Alongside us Jesus’ life is the word God speaks to us.  The word of light and goodness in a troubled 
world.  Not distant and above us, but with us, affirming us and helping us to know that we are his 
beloved children.  That he longs for us to be bearers of his light. 
 
These last few days have been all about solidarity.  In his baptism Jesus is in solidarity with us and 
all creation.  The one who has all the power, lays it aside in humbleness, and love and service, and 
offers us the hand of friendship.  And says to us  
 
‘Together, let us be light’. 
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