
Readings: Exodus 20.1-7; 1 Corinthians 1.18-25; John 2.13-22 
 
The Path of Humility is our theme for Lent this year.  We are encouraged to walk that path, seeing 
how we might more closely align ourselves with the humility of Christ, letting go of those things that 
encumber us and cloud our vision and clutter our lives, to find what is most important.  Living 
simply, walking softly, making space so that we are open to all that Christ can teach us. 
 
So what, you might be thinking, are we to do when we are confronted with this image in our Gospel 
this morning – of Jesus angry, turning over tables, scattering money, driving people and animals 
out of the temple courts, full of energy and righteous rage?  How are we to reconcile these things?  
Who are we following on this humble path, Jesus angry for the things of God, or Jesus humble, 
servant, giving all for the life of the world?  
 
Stephen Cherry, whose book Barefoot Disciple1 we are using for Lent, helps us here.  He qualifies 
humility with passion.  So he speaks of ‘passionate humility’ and Jesus walking that path of 
passionate humility, totally immersed in God’s transforming purpose.  Bravely self-confident 
because totally self-forgetting.  Perhaps what we are witnessing here, full blown, is Jesus’ passion 
about the injustice he sees and his humility because he is totally engaged in the life of God. 
 
Here we see Jesus passionate for the people to let go of a religion of Temple and sacrifice and 
transaction and calculation that has put a barrier between them and their God.  A system of religion 
that is exclusive, about privilege and hierarchy and commerce.  That in its practices distances 
individuals from God and from one another rather than being the means by which they are brought 
closer to his presence and life.  A passion for people to have a relationship that is life-giving and 
faithful and truly loving and humble, and we see Jesus here acting to prevent anything getting in the 
way of that. 
 
Coming as it does at the beginning of his public ministry, the cleansing of the temple sets Jesus up 
against the religious authorities, not afraid to challenge the structures of the day, as in word and 
action he shows them what God is really like and where God really resides.  Not confined to a place 
and a building, God is to be found in him, in forgiveness and healing and teaching and community.  
That is where we meet God.  That is where we meet God in this time of Lent as we seek to draw 
closer.  Take time to recognise God in the places and people you don’t expect or imagine. 
 
Jesus comes as the power of God and the wisdom of God, passionately taking the path of humility, 
that is creative and life-giving and about setting others free.  A freedom and an abundance that we 
see just before this passage in John’s Gospel, at the wedding at Cana, where the grace and glory of 
Jesus are revealed, as he turns the water of the everyday into the new wine of God’s kingdom.  His 
actions in the temple are an indication of how this new transforming life has come to change 
everything.  
 
We’ve seen another kind of passion this week, the passion of what’s described as ‘furious religion’ as 
the so called Islamic State have destroyed centuries old artefacts in the ancient Assyrian city of 
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Nimrud and now in Hatra.  A ruthless passion that is about death and oppression rather than life 
and freedom, hatred rather than love, destruction rather than peace.  A cleansing of history and 
culture and humanity.  
 
Jesus in today’s Gospel - so concerned that nothing should get in the way of God’s transforming love 
- can help us as we see this wanton destruction.  He shows us that no anger or rage or destruction 
can overcome his passion for goodness and the ways of God’s peace and justice.   
 
We might like, as one of our reflections in Lent, to think of the things that make us passionate, the 
times when we have spoken up and acted and sought to bring change, bravely self-confident 
because totally self-forgetting,  to remember what it was that made us want to put love at the centre 
and how we did it.  It probably involved us in going beyond where we feel comfortable and safe.  
 
God’s plan for us is life and peace.  But we have to play out part in that too by the way that we live.  
Passionately, humbly. 
 
The commandments given in Exodus to Moses for the people are a framework for that life.  They are 
intended to be life-giving not a burden, meant for the creation of a flourishing, ordered society.  
They encourage the building of a society where the poor and vulnerable have a preferential place, 
where the normal relationships of power and influence have no bearing, where God encourages his 
people to let go of all their security and rely only on him; to make a place for him at the centre of 
their lives, not on the periphery, in competition with all the other calls on their life and allegiance.  
In Deuteronomy (5:33) we hear that God gives the law ‘so that you may live, and that it may go well 
with you, and that you may live long in the land that you are to possess.’   
 
The law is a scaffolding for the flourishing of life with God but again God is not to be found in the 
laws themselves but in the relationship that underlies them, a relationship that is all about 
liberation, and companionship, and being called to be all that God longs for us as he recreates us in 
his love and freedom.    
 
There are many ways in which these commandments can help as we shape our lives today to lead us 
on the path of passionate humility.  One of the calls to us this Lent may be to live with a sense of 
Sabbath in our life at least for some time each day.  To let go of the things that constantly pull us 
away from God and find ways to keep God at our centre.  To live, speak and act truthfully rather 
than falsely, shallowly, inconsistently, boastfully, even when that is costly for us.  To ‘choose life’ 
rather than ‘denying life’ or ‘murdering life’ each day in the things we do and say, the decisions we 
make.  To be content with the things we have rather than feeling hard done by or diminished 
because others seem to have more or better than us.  To make time and space and attention for our 
life with God and to cherish it.  It takes strength, attention, passion to shape our lives like this. 
 
Paul’s message to the Corinthians is that the putting of God at the centre is not about strength and 
power and privilege and wisdom and clever words, it is about putting Christ crucified at the centre 
of our lives.  The defenceless Christ, vulnerable, weak, and foolish – not to be found in a temple but 
outside the city and the places of power and influence.  He says that it is in the scandal of the cross 
of Christ that the power and wisdom of God are revealed.  The cross a humiliating death for 
criminals, social outcasts, those outside the boundaries of human society.  A place for the powerless 
and the rejected.  It is here that the temple of Jesus’ body will be destroyed.  
 
If you are feeling uncomfortable this Lent, if life is contrary to where you expect it to be, if you feel 
disconnected, a long way from being humble and passionate, if your anger is against others and 
against yourself and God, rather than for justice and for the world, then that is the place where 
Christ wants to meet you.  
 



Allow him to show you what needs to be dismantled, and rebuilt in your own life.  Allow him to take 
down some of the stones of the defences you have built up around you, to protect yourself.  The 
temple of your life and wishes.  Allow him to meet the foolish you, the one who is vulnerable and 
weak and stumbles.  Allow him to show you how to walk the way of the cross.  This isn’t a time for 
self-improvement but openness to his life and ways.  
 
It is a time for our church, this temple, to be open to that too – for our stones to be dismantled, for 
us to be led on the way of the cross - the humble passionate way.  The way of life and peace. 
 
Amen. 
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