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CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION 

It’s a great pleasure to be writing to you for the 
first time as co-chair of the Friends with Susanne 
and also to take the opportunity to thank her for 
her inspiring leadership over the past six years. 

The theme of continuity runs through this 
newsletter, from the way in which the Friends’ 
chairmanship is being handed on to stories of 
hopefulness, respect for others and Christian 
faith in action over the years. From the past David Charles-Edwards, writes about 
growing up in Trafalgar Square, as the son of the vicar between 1947 and 1954. 

From the present, Revd. Richard Carter describes the Sunday International 
Group’s summer outing to Brighton. The SIG for refugees and asylum seekers, 
which the Friends support financially, is one of the ways in which St Martin’s is 
reaching out to those in dire need now, in ways that nourish the spirit as well as 
the body. 

And looking to the future Revd. Dr Sam Wells describes the really imaginative 
broadening of St Martin’s charitable activities. 

The Friends exist to connect people around the world with the church community 
in Trafalgar Square and with each other. Personal experiences and past 
connections are among the reasons people wish to stay linked to St Martin’s. 

An outstanding example of our International links was illustrated at our Festival in 
June. This coincided with the visit of Dean Fr Xolani Dwati and a delegation of 
senior church leaders from St Mary’s Cathedral, Johannesburg. They joined us for 
lunch and their warmth and willingness to share experiences of ministry, in testing 
conditions was greatly valued. You can read about this partnership later in the 
newsletter. 

At the AGM a much valued and long-serving colleague, Lavinia Anson, retired 
from the committee. You can read about her on page 9. We thank her for her 
service and welcome Kristine Wellington to our ranks. 
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Throughout this autumn we have been able to enjoy a series of lectures base on 
the Reformation and its impact on the reform of institutions and practices. A 
summary of the series can be found on page 23. 

We continue to seek to ways to which we can change things for the better. After 
consolidating out governance structure over recent years, our aims are now to 
promote with greater clarity the purpose of the Friends and to enhance the lives 
of others through fellowship and through more practical assistance for those in 
need. By clarifying our purpose we aim to grow our membership and increase 
our ability to raise funds which can be used to help others. The committee is 
currently to increase our profile, define our principles for giving donations and 
fundraising to ensure that we are able to support specific projects associated 
with fellowship and the wellbeing of our neighbours over the longer term such 
as the Sunday International Group and the partnership with St Mary’s Cathedral. 
We are also seeking to develop a closer relationship with the PCC in order that 
our objectives are aligned with the many initiatives being undertaken by the 
church. 

As a committee, we are keen to include representation from other groups in the 
church and to develop a presence so that the whole St Martin’s community feels 
it can readily recommend membership. We are grateful to recent committee 
members for bringing new grfits and adding to the balance of talent at our 
disposal. We recognise that our role as custodians brings with it great 
responsibility and we place great emphasis on making a difference with the 
resources at our disposal. St Martin’s continues to be a source of vitality, new 
ideas, new relationships, tensions and 
paradoxes. We are all very excited by the 
opportunities open to the Friends and we look 
forward to sharing our experiences with you. 

With best wishes. 
Bob Demming 
Co-Chairman 

 
Bob Demming with Fr. Xolani 
Dlwati at the Friends’Festival 
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FRIENDS NEWS 
OUTINGS 
In June we had a lovely visit to Wilton’s Music 
Hall in the East End. Wilton’s is one of the 
‘hidden’ gems of London. Hidden because it 
isn’t well known but also because it is tucked 
away in pretty Grace’s Alley, just off Cable 
Street. It is said to be the world’s oldest 
surviving music hall. Saved from demolition in 
the 1960’s it is now a partially restored venue 
staging a range of performances from comedy 
to Shakespeare to pantomime. A visit is 
strongly recommended. 
www.wiltons.org.uk 

 
 

Most of the events organised by the Friends involve visiting places of interest    
around London but there are many fascinating aspects to St Martin’s about 
which members might like to learn more. The first ‘in house’ event took place 
on October with a tour of the art works in the church, led by Revd. Jonathan 

Evens. While Friends enjoyed a glass of wine 
 Jonathan provided us with a wonderful  
 description of the ways in which attitudes to 
 church art had evolved during the 20th century,  
 illustrated by the most fantastic photographs of  
 churches in this country and the continent. This  
 was followed by a walk around St Martin’s to 
 view the works which so enhance our worship  
 here. Finishing in the Dick Shephard chapel. 

Friends were reluctant to leave and Jonathan received many thanks. 

DONATIONS 
This year the Friends have financially supported the following: 
Church flowers (Rosanne Townsend) £1000 
Sunday International Group (Revd. Richard Carter) £2000 
Andrew Goodhart, Treasurer 

http://www.wiltons.org.uk/
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WIDENING THE ST MARTIN’S WELCOME – SATURDAY 
VOLUNTEER HOSTS 
Every September St Martin’s takes part in London Open House when 
volunteers from the congregation greet visitors and explain how the building is 
used for worship and other aspects of church life. In this very busy place it is 
one of the few occasions when there is time to really engage in a relaxed 
conversation. The positive response of visitors to this form of welcome led to a 
discussion about whether it could be extended to other days throughout the 
year. As the church is in almost constant use during the week and the period 
between 11am and 2pm on Saturdays is the time when the largest numbers of 
casual visitors come into the building, it was decided to test the feasibility and 
effectiveness of having volunteer hosts to welcome people on three separate 
Saturdays. 

 
On each occasion, between two and four experienced volunteers were pesent 
in the church and purposely worked to create a relaxed environment. St 
Martin’s red badges were worn and hosts avoided the area immediately inside 
the doors, so those wishing to light a candle or pray quietly could be identified 
and not disturbed. Visitors appeared delighted to meet members of the 
congregation and it was very easy to start conversations. Often visitors 
unknown to each other joined in and there was a genuine sense of warmth in 
the sharing of stories. Many of these stories originated from other countries 
and the international background of our visitors became clear when figures 
were analysed showing an average of fifteen countries represented in the 
three hours on each of the Saturdays. 

All the hosts felt this was a deeply enriching ministry, achieved by the 
seemingly simple method of welcome, spending time being interested in the 
visitor and factually describing the life of the church. Visitors frequently 
commented on how wonderful it was to hear refugees and asylum seekers 
being respectfully spoken of as valuable people. Hosts commented on how 
many visitors left the church smiling and clearly encouraged by what they had 
found. All the hosts felt this programme should become an established, regular 
part of St Martin’s ministry of welcome. 
Susanne Wood 



8  

SUNDAY INTERNATIONAL GROUP DAY TRIP TO BRIGHTON 
Thanks to the Friends of St Martin’s, on Saturday 26th August the Sunday 
International Group had the most brilliant day out in Brighton what was more, 
it was about the hottest and sunniest day of the year. The International Group 
is a St Martin’s initiative to provide hospitality and support for refugees and 
asylum seekers facing destitution in the capital. Many of our guests never get 
the chance to get out of London. This day out was such a joyful one. 

 
We brought shorts and a huge pile of towels and many of the group went 
swimming for the first time in the English Channel. Afterwards there were 
delicious fish and chips for everyone from the best fish and chip shop in 
town. Some of the group went off to play table tennis at the successful club 
run by Tim Holtam, son of St Martin’s former vicar, Nick Holtam. The rest of 
us enjoyed the time in the sun, ice creams, relaxation and conversation. 

 

For many it was such a joy to escape the pressures of living homeless on the 
London streets. We were transported there and back by coach made possible 
by the Friends of the Connection. It is a day we will not forget. A huge thank 
you to the Friend’s of St Martin’s for making this possible. 
Revd. Richard Carter 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enjoying fish and chips on Brighton beach
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MEET LAVINIA ANSON 
Lavinia, who recently celebrated her 91st 

Birthday, retired from the Friends committee 
at this year’s AGM. She is an active and well 
known member of the congregation, who 
brings a sense of fun and the joy of life to the 
St Martin’s community. In addition to her 
involvement with the Friends, to which she 
contributed so much calm wisdom, she 
serves the church as a steward and member 
of the Pastoral Care Group. In the past she 
led Evening Prayer and for twenty years was 
responsible for arranging the church flowers every week. 

Many members of the St Martin’s congregation have fascinating life stories 
and this very much applies to Lavinia. It includes a three year period as 
Personal Assistant to Elizabeth Arden in New York which gave her access to the 
glamorous world of early 1960’s café society in the city. On her return to the 
UK Lavinia became secretary to William Rees-Mogg, when he was editor of The 
Sunday Times and then The Times newspapers. She describes this as the 
happiest time of her working life. 

Lavinia comes from a naval family. After a very happy childhood in Portsmouth, 
Malta and Northamptonshire her teenage years were clouded by the deaths of 
her father and brother - both serving naval officers - during the war. Marriage 
at St Martin’s in 1968, to Alastair, a Commander in the Royal Navy, continued 
the naval connection. She also continued her travels including 3 years in Rome 
and Naples where Alastair was seconded to NATO. 

Horse riding has been love from childhood but Lavinia’s greatest joy is hill 
walking, mostly in the Lake District, Scotland and on the Marlborough Downs. 
There she and Alastair have a caravan in which they spend two nights most 
weeks in the summer. Although stretching the definition of hill walking Lavinia 
and Alastair have also completed four Himalayan treks reaching 17,000ft! 
Susanne Wood 
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NEW MEMBERS 
We welcome the following new members: Stanley Appelbaum, Peter Boeve, 
Phillip Clark, Alison Collins, Audrey Costley, Rosemary Evans, Dorcas Kingham, 
David MacKilligan, Sheila Newman, Roger Seabrook, Louise Sugden, Ann 
Windsor. 

MEMBERS WHO HAVE DIED 
We are sorry to report the deaths of: Cecilia Gilmour, Brian Mears, Manuela Sykes 
and Marjorie Wilkinson. 

 
CECILIA GILMOUR 
Cecilia was born in Cape Town, South Africa on Boxing Day 1920. Her mother died 
when Cecilia was only 13 and, as the eldest daughter, she had to care for the 
family which meant leaving school. 

 
At 47 Celie came to work in Devon before 
moving to London where she became a ward 
orderly ay St Thomas’ hospital. It was on the 
steps of St Martin’s that Celie met her husband, 
George Ivan Gilmour. He was from Northern 
Ireland and they married at St Martin’s. She 
became a London matriarch: people flowed 
through her Brixton home – relatives from South 
Africa, Ireland, Bournemouth; friends from 
Brixton, and members of St Martin’s. She was 
indefatigable in caring. 

 
At St Martin’s Celie was a member of the ‘Scrub Club, cleaning the church, a 
wonderful reader, chalice assistant, intercessor, visitor of the sick – and dancer. 
She was also very good at keeping the clergy up to the mark. Shortly before she 
died, with typical courage she decided to go back to South Africa, where she was 
lovingly looked after by her family. 

 
She passed away peacefully on 19th February, aged 97. 



11  

MANUELA SYKES 
Manuela Audrey Penelope Heather 
Sykes passed away peacefully at 
the Chelsea and Westminster 
Hospital on 15th September with 
her dear friend and companion, 
Roger Shaljean, at her bedside. She 
was 92 years old. Manuela was 
such an extraordinary part of St 
Martin-in-the-Fields for more than 
60 years. 

 
Manuela was a born fighter and advocate, never afraid to take anyone on for the 
causes she believed in. she stood several times for parliament, was a member of 
Westminster City Council, and for many years editor of Voice of the Unions. She 
cared most of all for the rights of women and campaigned tirelessly and very 
vocally for the full and equal inclusion of women into the life of the church and 
the state; she was never afraid to shout out in church or meetings if she felt an 
injustice was being done. She also cared passionately for the rights of homeless 
people, constantly demanding that more should be done to help and even 
opening up her own home in Pimlico to those she was concerned about as well as 
the bird that flew through her window. She loved all birds and animals and woe- 
betide anyone who sat next to Manuela at a meal who ate meat: ’’ have you ever 
been to an abattoir?’’ she would ask in a voice like thunder. 

 
In 2014 Manuela took Westminster City Council to court, Roger at her side, 
because she wanted the right to live in her own flat rather than the care home 
where she had been moved due to the onset of dementia. Manuela on the was 
path for justice was formidable and she won this landmark case which was 
reported in the Guardian, the Independent and the BBC. Sadly, after six months 
she was forced to give up the flat she loved so much but with Roger’s help, she 
still maintained her independence coming to St Martin’s for services and the 
Archers where she would complain loudly about anyone who ate turkey at 
Thanksgiving or Christmas dinners of language that was not inclusive. 

 
Manuela played a vital and prophetic role in the life of our church. She was a St 
Martin’s legend. 



 

MARJORIE WILKINSON AND BRIAN MEARS 
It is almost impossible to separate out the tributes to these two inseparable 
friends who passed away in 2017. Marjorie died unexpectedly in January; Brian, 
who had been ill for some time, followed her in April. Below, Revd. Richard Carter 
and Susanne Wood each say what these two remarkable people meant to them 
and to the St Martin’s community. 

 
We have all heard the story of Mary and Martha the friends of Jesus. Martha is the 
one who welcomes Jesus into their home. She is the busy one – distracted with so 
many tasks. She is the doer, the worker, the one who wants everything prepared. 
Mary does not seem to be helping at all – in fact all she seems to be doing is sitting 
at the feet of Jesus listening to what he is saying. Martha is not surprisingly a bit fed 
up about this because, for Martha, it’s actions that speak louder than words. You’ve 
got to do something to help. 

 
Marjorie, who passed away on 17 January, was a Martha - a doer. For us here at St 
Martin’s, Marjorie was a complete Godsend. Two years ago she saw me carrying 
sandwiches and cakes back from Tesco to our Wednesday lunchtime group and said 
‘’Brian and I can do that; you don’t have to buy sandwiches it’s a waste of money, I 
can make them!’’ And she did- and sausage rolls and cakes and everything else – 
and she would bring the milk and the tea and even her own plates, cups – and 
napkins which she hid away for the occasion. She’d probably have wanted to milk 
the cow if you’d given her the chance. And of course Marjorie never wanted any 
money for ingredients: she’d want to pay for everything herself. 

 
Then, at St Martin’s, she’d have it all under control. I would see her sitting at the 
table with Brian giving the instructions – how to butter the bread, match the slices, 
fill the sandwiches with wonderful fillings she’d prepared at home, arrange the 
table so that when you arrived everything was ready and Marjorie would even have 
your own plate waiting for you loaded with sandwiches and cakes. It was difficult to 
stand in Marjorie’s way when she had decided to do something. 

 
It wasn’t just Club Wednesday; it was also our Sunday International Group which 
provides a hot meal for up to 45 refugees a week. We’re still following Marjorie’s 
instructions because Marjorie would be there first, apron on and at the ready. She 
Knew how to cook the rice better than anyone else, adding a cup of boiling water at 
the end so the rice would not be too dry or wet. She’s a hard act to follow. And 
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both she and Brian were generous to a fault. Marjorie gave her winter heating 
allowance to help those refugees. ‘’They need it more than me: they must be a lot 
colder on the street.’’ Brian heard and followed suit. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The photo shows Marjorie and Brian during our International group day trip to 
Brighton. She’s looking away from the camera – rather regal under her umbrella. 
With an expression that seems to read ‘’What a waste of time sitting in a deck 
chair!’’ we had just ordered fish and chips for everyone and I know Marjorie would 
have preferred to be cooking them. On the way home she and Brian had prepared 
supper in brown bags for everyone as they were worried that our homeless guests 
wouldn’t have anything to eat in the evening. Both of them were incredible – their 
kindness and generosity especially for those less fortunate was limitless. 

 
‘’What did Marjorie teach you?’’ I aske Brian after she had died. ‘’She taught me 
patience’’ said Brian with a little laugh, ‘’and to butter to the corners of the bread.’’ 
And I suddenly realised that it is actually not just about the doing, but the being 
together, the company, the friendship that we all seek. And it made me realise why 
Brian and Marjorie were such a great combination and such true Friends – because 
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together they had the qualities of both Martha and Mary – the acting, generous, 
organising Marjorie and the peaceful thoughtful reconciling Brian. What a gift they 
have been to St Martin’s – both of them caring so much for those in need. 

 
I was fortunate enough to be able to visit Brian one week before he died. I can 
remember every detail of this meeting – his composure; his peacefulness, his 
matter of fact understated manner; his great goodness. We celebrated the 
Eucharist together – a tiny piece of bread shared, and wine – no more than a 
thimbleful in a tiny chalice. Then I placed a cross on his forehead in oil. It was as 
though both of us were sitting in the presence of Christ: I was. I pushed him in his 
wheel chair; we found a door leading to the back garden overlooking the sea. At the 
bottom of the garden was a gate. ‘’Shall we escape?’’ I asked. Brian chuckled. ‘’Yes’’ 
he said, ‘’I had the same idea, lets escape’’. I pushed his wheel chair along the hill, 
both of us looking out to the vast sea, both of us aware of the vast unknown that 
Brian was so close to meeting with such courage and grace. Back in his bedroom 
Brian said ‘’When you go back to St Martin’s, I don’t want people making a fuss. I 
mean I’m 86 years old. What more could I ask? And dying is part of life.’’ 
Revd. Richard Carter 

 
Brian was a lovely man; intelligent, thoughtful, kind and very, very funny. He and 
his dear friend Marjorie Wilkinson served the St Martin’s community in many 
ways, including stewarding, acting as 
hosts to the Sunday International Group 
and making delicious food for Club 
Wednesday. All done with love and total 
reliability. In his working life Brian was a 
Chief Engineer in the Merchant Navy and 
his experience of storms at sea illumined 
many discussions in his bible study group. 
He had an extensive knowledge of the 
Bible and thought deeply about its 
meaning and how he should live. Brian 
was a gifted artist and exhibited and sold 
his paintings. He faced his final illness 
with a calm acceptance but continued to make the most of every day. Brian died 
on April 6th at the Penarth Hospice, close to the home of one of his five children. 
Susanne Wood 
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A ROOM WITH A VIEW-A TEENAGERS MEMORIES 
As Nicholas Holtam did before me, I am pinching the title of E M Forster’s 
novel for a brief account of my 
experience of St Martin’s and how it has 
never stopped being a massive source of 
influence and inspiration even though I 
have not been a member for nearly 60 
years. My father, Mervyn Charles- 
Edwards, was vicar from 1948, when I 
was 10, until 1954, in my last year at 
school. We moved from Newark in 
Nottinghamshire to the middle of 
London: wow! At first, we lived in 33 
South Eaton Place in Pimlico, as the 
Vicarage was being sorted out after its 
requisitioning during WW2 for 
servicemen (and probably women too) so Dad commuted for the only time in 
his life: by bicycle. It wasn’t all beer and skittles because of the smog we 
experienced from time to time, at its worst in 1952, when blowing your nose 
resulted in a virtually black handkerchief! 

It later gave me a strange feeling much later to see Enoch Powell’s 
photograph in front of a familiar door with 33 clearly visible. Thinking he 
might be ex-directory, I checked the telephone directory and there he was – 
bold as brass. After St Martin’s, Dad became Bishop of Worcester and Powell 
was one of the relatively local Wolverhampton MPs inspiring my father to 
speak out in the House of Lords against the 1968 so-called “rivers of blood” 
speech. I suspect Dad had been further politicised, as was I, by the issues 
about apartheid, being so close to the ongoing protests outside neighbouring 
South Africa House and the wonderful diversity of the congregation. It felt 
like a real rainbow coalition. 

The proximity to theatre land was also a huge excitement to a country boy 
especially as we were sometimes given free tickets. I remember the short 
walk to The Coliseum and Annie Get Your Gun. But this paled into 
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insignificance compared to the Cy Laurie Jazz Club in Greater Windmill Street. I 
persuaded my father’s young assistant secretary, Gill Holmes, as she later 
became, to teach me how to jive there. Jazz became a life-long love for me, much 
to my mother’s horror. She was a passionate classical music fan and loved the 
concert tradition being kick started then by our fine organist, John Churchill, with 
the Tuesday lunch time concerts.  
 
It was through St Martin’s that I realise early on how religion and politics are 
interwoven in so many ways. Josephine Douglas’s production of Alan Paton’s 
verse drama, Cry the Beloved Country was eye-opening and powerful. I was proud 
that it was put on for the first time in “my” church, challenging the next door 
neighbours in South Africa House. 

Another major early influence on me was Canon Charles Raven, who had accepted 
an honorary position of Lecturer. Dad discovered that Raven felt out on a limb 
after Dr Fisher, the Archbishop of Canterbury, made it clear that he was unlikely 
to be offered a role in the C of E because of his pacifism. He lived in Cambridge, 
where he had been university vice chancellor, master of Christ’s College, Professor 
of Divinity. The scheme involved a camp bed in Dad’s office for him to live with 
our family for one week of most months. 
 
Sitting at his feet I grasped very clearly how the Genesis creation stories are not to 
be taken literally, setting me off on my radical theological journey. He was also a 
scientist and a naturalist and helped nurture my life-long love of nature and bird 
watching, in addition to my own growing sense of vocation to the ministry. I loved 
to get out, even if only to take our dog to the local parks. A particular excitement 
was spotting a Tawny Owl that roosted in the daytime in the same tree in Green 
Park for many months, while other people wandered past unaware. 
 
Canon Raven was not the only pacifist in the congregation: Vera Brittain, a 
feminist, writer and mother of Shirley Williams, had been recruited to join the 
Peace Pledge Union, founded in 1936 by the former vicar, Dick Sheppard. She 
wrote The Story of St Martin’s (1952), astutely subtitled an epic of London. I 
remember the thrill of being included with my parents in an invitation for tea in 
her Whitehall Court flat.
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The churchyard was where I was introduced to Queen Mary, the Queen’s 
formidable grandmother, shortly before her death in 1952. She alone of the 
royal family had lived through both 20th century world wars and was also the 
only member of the Royal family who came fairly frequently to their parish 
church, sitting in the Royal Box largely out of sight of the rest of the 
congregation. I was, however, a trifle miffed not to be invited to go to 
Buckingham Palace with Dad for the baptisms of Prince Charles and Princess 
Anne. 

The churchyard also featured some great cricket matches played with tennis 
balls, echoing those organised by Dick Sheppard. The occasional six into the 
Strand was easily retrieved, especially on Sunday afternoons when there was 
so little traffic then! We also had a table tennis table in the vicarage and 
Sunday evenings were a time to relax after evensong. My sister Jill and I were 
often joined by three members of the Vicarage commune: Patrick Anderson, a 
medical student at St Thomas’s Hospital, later a GP in Shrewsbury, and two 
single curates, Bill Pears and John Northcote. John had loved his time in the 
Guards and re-joined the army as a chaplain where he was later killed on 
active service. Bill, who subsequently married Jill, spent part of the War 
behind German lines working with Tito’s Partisans in Yugoslavia. This inspired 
their son Tim’s 8th novel, In the Light of Morning (2013). 

Our family lived on three floors with the two vergers’ families, the Griffiths 
and Julians, in sharing the house. My room was a room with the view on the 
2nd floor looking across Trafalgar Square with all its excitements! Next door 
there were some fine stables converted into garages: ours contained the Ford 
V8 shooting brake that seemed only to emerge for the summer holiday. 
Beyond was a terrace of houses, built contemporarily with the Vicarage, all 
since pulled down. A left-wing journalist, Hannen Swaffer, lived next door. I 
have a collection of his short stories, Stranger then Truth (1947), in which he 
wrote It is easier to find a bishop than a vicar of St Martin’s, from his absentee 
parishioner. I also learned in answering the door when our Social Services 
Unit, under Eileen Sprules, was closed, how to give out information 
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to those in need of a meal and somewhere to sleep. Her work carried on the 
spirit of Dick Sheppard’s anticipating the work of The Connection today. 

There was also a strong American link at the church and I especially 
remember the visits of , a larger than life character Austin Pardue, the 
episcopalian Bishop of Pittsburgh. After attending the Wimbledon 1951 all- 
American women’s tennis final, he invited or possibly commanded knowing 
him, the players Doris Hart and Shirley Fry to come and hear him preach at 
St Martin’s the next day. Meeting these two friendly mega stars after the 
service was quite a tale for me aged 13 to tell my mates at school the next 
day. When Dad left St Martin’s to become Bishop of Worcester in 1956, he 
asked Bishop Pardue to preach at his consecration service at St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. I still remember vividly, nearly 70 years later, how the sermon 
ended with him leaning over the pulpit,  eyeballing my father and saying 
”now you are a bishop, Mervyn, grow but don’t swell.” Dad took that to heart 
and so I hope have I. 

The Rev David Charles-Edwards lives in Rugby where he managed the British 
Association for Counselling (now BACP) and is a former Industrial Society 
Adviser and NHS Personnel Manager. He is the author of Handling Death and 
Bereavement in the Workplace (Routledge) and is currently working with 
Simon Burne on a book, provisionally titled Building (wobbly) Bridges: from 
hatred to hope. He is married to Alison with three adult children.                     

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Above:  in the crypt    
     
    Right: with Miss Gadd and Miss Grosnettles in the Clergy Office 1950                                
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  ST MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS WEBSITE RELAUNCH 
In 2016 we started on a project to develop a new website for St Martin-in-
the- Fields as the then website had outlived it useful purpose. Its main flaw 
was that it was not responsive which, in a nutshell, meant that it did not have 
the ability to be presented in different layouts based on whether someone 
was accessing it from a desktop or on a mobile. Viewing it on a mobile was a 
very unsatisfactory experience and, as more and more people were visiting 
the site from their phones, this was increasingly becoming a problem. 

 
To get the project started we set up a Website Working Group (WWG) which 
comprised staff and non-executives, including a member of the clergy, Charity, 
Trust, SMITF Board, a church warden and the marketing team. The WWG 
created a project brief which was sent out to seven website developers. From 
their proposals, we invited three developers to meet us and discuss their 
proposals, from which we decided to appoint an agency called Golin. 

 
The key aspirations from our original brief were: 

 
* Design with data, understanding (and prioritising) what visitors want. At 
the start of the project we used heatmapping software to see which pages 
were used most and which pages were under-utilised. This helped us to focus 
in on where improvements should be made. 

 
*    Focus on events, showcasing the breadth of things there are to do. From 
the heatmapping we could see that the most used area was the calendar 
which was not very user friendly. It would be essential to get this right on the 
new site. 

 
* Inspire people with vibrant design and exciting content. We are never at a 
loss for content! The key is to feature it in engaging and attractive ways. 

 
* Build an online community, by encouraging repeat visits and social 
activity.  Not all St Martin’s supporters can visit our physical location but they 
can   engage with us through our website, podcasts and social media.  
 
*   Adopt a cycle of continual improvement. We should never stop 
learning, and never stop improving the site 
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The new site was launched in October but there is still a great deal of work to 
do. A lot of the interesting content from the old site needs to be transferred 
over to the new one. And we are continuing to carry out heatmapping which 
shows which pages are working well and which ones need some further 
effort! We are always happy to hear from the Friends so, if you have any 
comments or ideas for improvement, do drop us an email at: 
marketing@smitf.org . 
Julie Emig 
 
 

 

                                      A page from the new website 

mailto:marketing@smitf.org
mailto:marketing@smitf.org
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ST MARTIN’S CHARITY LOOKS TO THE FUTURE 
Besides its stirring architecture, the three things that have made St Martin’s 
so well known around the country have been its reputation for classical 
music, its extensive worship broadcasts on BBC Radio, and its work with 
homeless people, focused on the Christmas Appeal. Over the last ten years 
the Christmas Appeal has grown enormously. It passed £1m for the first time 
in 2010, and only six years later it had reached £2.85m. By far the biggest 
reason for that leap has been a change in policy at BBC Radio 4. In the past 
the appeal was something Radio 4 hosted for St Martin’s. Now it is a genuine 
joint venture that means as much to them as to us – hence the change of 
name to the BBC Radio 4 Christmas Appeal with St Martin-in-the-Fields, and, 
more tangibly, the increased airtime given to Appeal-related material during 
December. 

With more money comes more responsibility for spending it well. Since it’s 
not considered good practice for a charity to receive more than a quarter of 
its income from any single source, we limit our donation to The Connection 
to around £1.1m. That means we have a higher proportion of funds to 
distribute to vulnerably housed people around the United Kingdom through 
the Vicar’s Relief Fund. Four years ago we changed the name of the 
organisation to St Martin’s Charity. That was partly for technical reasons (we 
became what’s known as a Charitably Incorporated Organisation) but also as 
a move to broaden our income sources from simply the annual appeal. 
Accordingly in 2016 we received a substantial grant from a foundation that 
was looking to help us build a movement of support workers around the 
country. 

For several years the Charity trustees have been looking to do two things: 1) 
Build up centres around the UK so they become hubs of excellence like The 
Connection is in London; 2) Recognise that the heart of the journey out of 
homelessness lies in making relationships of trust with those who can walk 
with you till you can stand on your own two feet. Thus in 2016 we set up the 
St Martin’s Frontline Network, a forum for hundreds, even thousands, of 
frontline workers around the country to share ideas, promote good practice, 
and gather around key initiatives in the field. We already knew a great many 
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of these people because they apply for VRF funds on behalf of their clients. 
Now we are channelling their wisdom and experience to enhance a national 
conversation about the best ways to address homelessness. 

I’ve always said I’m delighted that the Charity raises so much money, but my 
biggest concern is that we spend it well. We’re getting bigger as an 
organisation, and that means we can start doing things like research into how 
effective our grants have been – things that help us ensure we’re using 
people’s generous donations as wisely as possible. We’re also facing 
significant changes in government regulation and, while some of it seems 
cumbersome, we’re determined to make a virtue of necessity and strive to 
deserve the high regard our donors have of us. 

There are many ways to grow: bigger is one; better, more imaginative, more 
nimble, more effective are others. St Martin’s Charity is a wonderful 
partnership between broadcasters, listeners, charity workers, and volunteers. 
St Martin-in the-Fields finds itself in the middle of this longstanding and 
immensely fruitful partnership. Long may it continue. 

 

1971 Volunteers opening Christmas Appeal donation envelopes 
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AUTUMN LECTURE SERIES - REFORMATION 
This year’s Autumn Lecture Series proved a great success, with audiences of 250- 
350 attending. Speakers addressed ways in which the Reformation continues to 
influence hopes and controversies in modern life. The series attracted a wider and 
new demographic, including Muslims and diverse ethnicities. 

 
On 31 October 1517, Martin Luther pinned 95 Theses to the door of the Castle 
Church in Wittenberg, protesting against the practice of indulgences and 
touching on questions of grace, repentance and forgiveness. The Reformation 
was a culmination of events and circumstances that led to a seismic shift in the 
religious framework of Britain. It established the image of an island nation, 
separate and supreme, still resonant today. It triggered a religious and political 
redistribution of power. It led to renewal and reform, but also to deep division, 
persecution and violence. And out of this turmoil were born concepts of state 
and church as we know them today. 

 
The 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation provides the 
opportunity to explore and reflect upon issues of church, state, and religious 
and cultural diversity that are still at the centre of our national life: the 
conflicts that divide, and the convictions diverse parts of the Christian church 
hold sacred – the pillars on which their faith stands or falls. How are we called 
to be reformed by the Gospel? How do we build the unity Christ called for with 
those whose convictions are very different from our own? 

 
In addition to lectures by Lucy Winkett and Sam Wells on Reforming Church; 
Nicholas Holtam, David Monteith and Sally Hitchiner – Reforming Marriage; 
David Olusoga and Liz Adekunle – Reforming Attitudes to Race and Ben Quash 
– Reforming Scripture, there was a very and exciting discussion between Mona 
Siddiqui, Joshua Ralson and Sam Wells on Reforming Attitudes to Islam. All 
lectures are online at: 
www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/?s=Reformation+lectures, 
The Church Times is also printing articles from the series by Sam Wells, 
Nicholas Holtam and David Olusoga. 
Revd. Richard Carter and Revd. Dr Sam Wells 

http://www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/?s=Reformation%2Blectures
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PARTNERSHIP WITH ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL, JOHANNESBURG 
As many of you will have heard, during the last year there has been an exciting 
renewal in our partnership with St Mary’s Cathedral Johannesburg. This followed 
Dean Xolani’s visit to St Martin’s in November 2015, which was sponsored by the 
Friends of St Martin’s. 

 
In October 2016 Richard Carter and Mike Wooldridge visited St Mary’s to share 
the life and ministry of the Cathedral. They discovered a church with a rich 
history of prayer and resistance during the apartheid era, but one now facing 
new challenges—worshiping in the centre of Johannesburg, with difficult access, 
an intimidating atmosphere and crime. Since Dean Xolani arrived, the 
congregation, which comes from near and far, has grown in size and 
commitment. There is a desire to draw more people into the Cathedral—locals, 
visitors and tourists—to share its story of hope through information boards and 
artwork. There are plans to develop the tower block and form their own 
business—not just lease out rooms—thus creating a more sustainable source of 
income. They wish to strengthen links with churches in the Diocese such as Holy 
Cross, Soweto, and to provide increased support for the church schools through 
bursaries. 

 
An exciting, action-packed small choir visit in May built strong relationships, 
sharing in the life and struggles of South African Christian communities. Music 
provides a common language to cut across cultural division and celebrate the 
riches of our faith and traditions. Recordings were made for three BBC radio 
broadcasts and as well as visiting the Cathedral, relationships were built with 
Holy Cross, Soweto, Trevor Huddleston Centre, Sophia Town and St John’s 
College, Johannesburg. The Dean and four members of St Mary’s came on a 
return visit in June. They were welcomed by the Friends of St Martin’s and joined 
us on our Friends Day for the Eucharist and lunch. They were introduced to the 
whole St Mary’s community, learning from our business, our work with 
homeless, the Heart Edge partnerships and experiencing culture in and beyond 
St Martin’s. They participated in many services, most memorably speaking of 
God’s power and forgiveness during the Pentecost service, following the attacks 
at London Bridge. 
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Father of all, we thank you for our brothers and sisters at St Mary’s Cathedral, 
for their joy and faithfulness, for their wisdom and perseverance. Bless them as 
they seek to serve you in new and imaginative ways in the heart of 
Johannesburg. And bless their country of South Africa that it may become a 
place of truth and justice. Build-up our partnership with St Mary’s that through 
a richer understanding of each other we may grow in knowledge and love of 
you. 
 
 
The priorities and areas of learning for our partnership with St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Johannesburg, are: 
 
* Business, income generation, and communication. Learning from one another 
about creating wealth and using it for good. 
 
* Ministry to homeless people, including migrants. Sharing ideas about how we 
might respond to both refugees and homeless people in a sustainable and 
structured way. 
 
* Sharing experiences and methods of outreach and social witness. Seeking to 
minister not just to our congregation but to the wider public 
 
* Youth. The active involvement of the youth was a real strength at the 
Cathedral and an area from which St Martin’s can learn. Equally obvious were 
the challenges that many young people face. 
 
* Building reciprocal relationships and understanding. Exchange visits to grow in 
understanding from both the differences and the common struggles we face, to 
renew our sense of the wider church and our common faith. Music and music 
exchange was seen as an essential part of this. 
 
* Ministry in prayer. A sustained prayer relationship between the cathedral and 
St Martin’s, reflecting the reality of each city, each country and the wider  world. 
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                South African visitors meet members of St Martin’s Voices’ 

 
We are planning for our choir to visit St Mary’s Johannesburg in September 
2018 with our Vicar Sam Wells. They will work with choirs from the Cathedral, St 
John’s College and Holy Cross Cathedral to rehearse and perform a concert at St 
Mary’s Cathedral to begin a bursary programme for education for poor stude 
from the townships. Once again the Friends of St Martin’s have agreed to 
support this initiative. 
Revd. Richard Carter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             
                                                      And Nelson Mandela 
                



27  

 
 
 
 

 



28  

 
 
ST MARTIN’S THEN ……… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…….AND NOW 
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