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Christians believe God is all love and all power. That’s why the heart of God breaks when Jesus 
hangs on the cross: because the overwhelming love of God that adores humankind is in unbearable 
tension with the overwhelming power of God that longs to obliterate evil. God’s heart is all love and 
all power, and we see them both on Good Friday. On Good Friday God’s heart breaks when the love 
of God and the power of God are going in opposite directions. If you visualise the priest breaking the 
bread at the end of the Eucharistic Prayer, that’s what’s being represented: God’s love for creation is 
going one way, and God’s power over sin and death is going the other, and what we see is Christ on 
the cross, the broken heart of God. 

There’s two main reasons why people stop believing in God. They either stop believing that God is 
all love. Or they stop believing that God is all power. We could call the first reason, ceasing to 
believe God is all love, the moral reason. Its most famous exponent is Ivan Karamazov, in 
Dostoyevsky’s novel The Brothers Karamazov. Ivan tells the story of a vindictive farmer, who 
punishes a wayward child by tying him to a cart and having a horse drag the cart all round the farm, 
leading to the child’s grisly death. Ivan angrily shouts that if there is a God who has a heaven ready 
for us, then if that God allows suffering like the suffering of that child, that heaven isn’t worth going 
to. In Ivan’s words, ‘I respectfully return my ticket’. The moral rejection of God doesn’t question the 
existence or power of God; it just questions the goodness of God.  

The second reason for stopping believing in God, ceasing to believe God is all powerful, we could 
call the philosophical reason. It’s most explicit exponent is Woody Allen. You’ll remember his 
words, ‘If it turns out that there is a God, then basically he's an underachiever.’ This is a rejection of 
the belief that God is all power.  

Let me read to you some words from today’s gospel. ‘Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 
life in his name.’ I want to suggest to you that John’s concern in summing up his gospel is precisely 
to address the two questions I’ve just mentioned. Is God all love? And, Is God all power? 

Let’s start with the first question, the moral question. Is God good? The way John answers this 
question is to assert that Jesus is the Messiah. Why is it so important to John that we believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah? Well, principally because John wants us to know that we can trust God. John 
tells us that Jesus is the Messiah in order to assure us that God is good. God keeps promises.  

The Old Testament is a litany of God’s promises to the chosen people. John’s gospel is the story of 
how all these promises find their yes in Christ. Jesus is the new Moses, who gives people bread in 
the wilderness. Jesus is the new Elijah, who raises a beloved man from death. Jesus is the new 
Isaiah, who speaks for God’s people in exile and becomes the suffering servant who takes away the 
people’s sins. Jesus is the new Jeremiah, who meets God’s people in a time of desperation and 
scarcity and gives them joy and abundance, bringing home all the outcasts and the excluded to his 
wondrous kingdom. Jesus is the new Ezekiel, offering in his own body the new Temple that 
reconciles the people to God. And God does to Jesus one thing that never happened to any of the 
prophets: God raises Jesus to new life.  Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus is the one promised by God, and 
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God keeps those promises, and Jesus fulfils God’s promises and makes new promises, and in the 
resurrection Jesus keeps those promises too. God is good. You can trust God. 

So let’s turn to the second question, the philosophical question. Is God powerful? The way John 
answers this question is to say Jesus is the Son of God. Why does this title matter so much? Why, 
when it comes to summarizing his gospel in a single sentence, does John choose the title Son of God 
alongside Messiah to identify Jesus? Well, because there was one man in the ancient world who 
habitually assigned to himself this title, a man who ruled the known universe and had the power of 
life and death over pretty much every living thing that moved or breathed on the face of the earth. 
And that man was the Roman Emperor. The Roman Emperor called himself the Son of God. So 
when we read in Mark and Matthew’s gospels that when Jesus breathed his last on the cross and the 
centurion said ‘Truly this man was the Son of God’, we’re not talking about a centurion who 
carefully did the sums in his head – ‘darkness, drama, agonizing suffering, true goodness … it all 
adds up to – well whaddya know – it’s the one and only Son of God’. No, it’s far more significant 
than that. The centurion, the man who put Jesus to death, stands at the foot of the cross, sees a 
dying man and proclaims ‘This dying man is my true Emperor, and I shall be loyal to him even if it 
costs me my loyalty to the so-called Emperor in Rome. This man, not the Emperor, is the real Son of 
God.’ It’s a sensational statement for a Roman commander to make.  

And we get a similar statement from Thomas in today’s gospel. After Jesus has fulfilled all the 
promises of God in appearing to the disciples on the first day of the week, proving himself to be the 
Messiah, he comes back a week later and appears again, this time with Thomas present, and what 
does Thomas say? What does Thomas say? ‘My Lord and my God’ – in Latin ‘Dominus deusque’ – 
another title given to the Roman Emperor. So just look at what’s happening in this account of the 
resurrection. The disciples on Easter Day greet Jesus as the Messiah; and a week later Thomas 
greets Jesus as the Son of God. First the Jews, then the gentiles. The disciples recognise that Jesus is 
the God of the Jews and Thomas recognizes that Jesus is the God of the whole world too. For what 
Thomas sees is something the Roman Emperor could never aspire to, something beyond the 
imagination of even the most powerful force on earth: what Thomas sees is power over death. Jesus 
stands before him, having died on the cross just ten days earlier. This is power – awesome, 
astonishing, glorious power – and power in the hands of one who continues to be gracious, loving 
and forgiving even after his disciples’ betrayal, denial, and desertion. 

So we begin to see why John feels like this is the moment to sum up his gospel. He’s shown us that 
the God of Israel is faithful, keeps promises, and fulfils scripture. God is good. And he’s shown us 
that the God of the whole world puts Roman might to shame, and overcomes even the horror of 
death. God is powerful. John demonstrates how God meets our doubts and scepticism at every turn. 
God is good and God is powerful. John’s story has given us the whole gospel in his account of Jesus’ 
resurrection. There’s only one thing more to hope for – the one part of John’s sentence we haven’t 
yet talked about. ‘But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.’ 

There is actually a third reason why people don’t believe in God. It’s not a moral or philosophical 
one. It’s simply that they don’t get round to it. God is all-loving and all-powerful – but they’ve got 
other things on their minds. A while ago I saw a story in a newspaper. The story began by saying 
that there was a wealthy landowner in Ireland. The old landowner died leaving a huge fortune. 
When his solicitors found his last will and testament they discovered he had only one heir. That heir 
was nowhere to be found. They issued invitations on the radio and in newspapers, but there was no 
response. Twenty years later, after a man died in a night shelter in London, he was discovered to 
have been the missing heir. He never knew about the enormous fortune, let alone claimed it, 
because he had never got round to being in touch with his Irish cousins.  

How many of us are like that man? Wandering alone in misery and despair, because there’s news of 
breathtaking joy, but we have never got round to believing it. The pathos in the story of the man in 
the night shelter we should feel for ourselves. But the difference is, we can do something about it. 
John’s gospel is a great gift to us. It shows us on the one hand that God is all-loving. God forgives 



even after the cross, is faithful, and can be trusted. It shows us on the other hand that God is all-
powerful, that there’s no human power that can compare to God and that God can overcome even 
the power of death. God is all love and God is all power. The gift of John’s gospel is that through 
meeting Jesus in it we may find resurrection life, a life suffused with forgiveness and love, a life free 
from the fear of oppression and death.  

But to find that life we must believe the gospel of Jesus. We must claim the inheritance, embody the 
love, receive the power. And through believing, we will have life in God’s name. 
 

 


