
 
 
Readings: Exodus 12. 1-4, 11-14; 1 Corinthians 11. 23-26; John 13. 1-17, 31b-35 
 
 
As Jesus gathers with his disciples, those he has come to call his friends, the darkness draws 
around.  The long days and nights of companionship, of teaching, of ministry have led them here 
and they are gathered for what will be their last meal together.  Like the people of God who are to 
stand and eat hurriedly, with sandals on their feet and ready for action, for God to act and deliver 
them, this too is a night with a sense of expectation and tension to it, as Jesus shows his disciples 
how they are to receive and pass on all he has taught them.  Jesus knows that it is ‘His Hour’, and 
here with those who have been closest to him, through his words and actions, Jesus shows them 
how they are to live and to love one another.   In the face of the brutality and confusion and 
darkness of all that is to come, with life about to rapidly become fractured and fragmented by his 
impending death, Jesus entrusts his life into the disciples hands, by asking them to entrust their 
lives into his hands.  In simple words and actions, in the face of the power and politics going on 
around him, he shows them a new way to love.    
 
This is a night of urgency, but in the midst of this it is also a night of loving action, as Jesus 
demonstrates his new way of doing things. Love is breaking in.  It is an invitation to us to be those 
who love as he loves.  Simply, generously, and also powerfully, and in a way that will change the 
world.  
 
How do we know when it’s the right time to act, to speak, to make changes and turn a current reality 
into something new? To find ways for Love to break in?  Speaking this week about the deteriorating 
situation in Syria and the need for large-scale humanitarian help and aid for the millions of ordinary 
people suffering in that country, Desmond Tutu asks; 
 
”What on earth will it take for this (action) to finally happen? For two years, our so-called 
international community has allowed complex power plays to take priority over the terrible 
suffering of Syrians. It is so uncaring and cynical. If your loved ones were trapped there, would you 
not be moved to act? Would you care for politics rather than safety in the face of such carnage?’1 
 
It is a call to simple, loving action that speaks through politics and posturing, to meet people in the 
place of need.   
 
Here in this country, another documentary ‘Breadline Britain’2 goes alongside ordinary people who 
are living in poverty and deprivation, as we are on the cusp of another wave of benefit cuts that will 
come into force next week.  Yesterday I spoke with someone who had received a letter in the post 
advising that their benefits had been cut, they are looking at the immediate prospect of no heating 
and little food.   They are in shock and they don’t know what they are going to do. They are seeing if 
they can get help from the nearby food bank. These are situations of need in our world today that 
show us that brutality and violence, and simple need, are very present, and the hour is still ‘now’.   
 

                                                        
1 www.guardian.co.uk/.../25/syria-failure-of-international-community 
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 https://www.itv.com/itvplayer/.../episode-10-breadline-britain-tonight 
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We have journeyed in this church through Lent with Sam’s book ‘Power and Passion’3. And through 
the lives of some of the individuals involved in Jesus’ Passion, their complex relationships, their 
positions of authority, their struggles for power, or passionate desire for control, or need to remain 
respected or better than others, the ground of Jesus’ journey to the cross has been broken up for us.  
We have seen that this journey is shot through with a desire to be complicit with the political 
structures and alliances of the day.  It has helped us as we have looked at the structures and politics 
we experience and see around us, and encouraged us to become more aware of our own motives and 
actions, our own power and powerlessness.  So often in our discussions we came back to the desire 
to be more loving, more open to doing things differently, to the politics and passion of Jesus, when 
we are pulled in the direction of worldly influence and position.  Each week we were challenged to 
see how we could live that out daily.  It has given us an awareness of the ambiguity and mixed 
motives of even those closest to Jesus, and of course our own, and the cost and challenge of 
discipleship, as we have been invited to see where Love is breaking in – in the need to be open to 
transformation and to an understanding of the friendship and forgiveness that Jesus offered to his 
disciples and offers to us.    
 
Our group ended our time together reflecting on the person who had most influenced us for good, 
because of the love that they had shared with us unconditionally.  As each person spoke, we held in 
the room a tangible awareness the goodness of unconditional generous love; that is attentive to 
need, that goes beyond the conventional, that attaches no strings; a ‘love in action’ that bears no 
relation to what would be given back in return.  I remembered Sr. Denzil of the community of St 
Andrew, who died two years ago on Easter Day; the way she noticed the seemingly insignificant 
person in a crowd, her attentiveness to the detail of our lives, her love for Jesus that simply 
overflowed from her in a way that she couldn’t help.  She said that she came to a decision to enter 
religious life one moment when she was walking along a beach in Australia carrying her surfboard.  
She was she said simply overwhelmed by the presence and love of Jesus.  And she simply received 
that love and responded with her whole life. She was very much a washer of feet.   Given freely, 
sustained through thick and thin, often costing a great deal, we each recognised that same love, 
expressed in as many ways as there were people gathered in the room, but it was the same love; A 
love that breaks through and re-orders all our relationships, our plans for our lives, and our way of 
seeing the world.   
 
As Jesus washes his disciples feet at this hour of darkness, unconditional love is breaking in.  But 
why is this something new?  Why is this new commandment to do as Jesus does, to love as he has 
loved them so very different from the command to love that has marked God’s people up until now?  
It is new, in this hour, because it is a new relationship, experienced in the person of Jesus, who 
stands before them inviting them into the relationship that is at the heart of God. The mark of that 
intimate loving relationship of Father and Son, is expressed in the loving humble gesture as Jesus 
takes off his robe, ties a towel around his waist and kneels to wash their feet.   
 
Jesus offers a new kind of friendship, that Peter shows they find hard to receive.  It breaks through 
boundaries of what is considered socially acceptable, as he kneels at their feet taking the servant 
role. It sustains.  It is love to the end.  It is love wide enough to welcome Judas who Jesus knows is 
about to betray him; a love that breaks open our understanding of God and does away with our own 
posturing and positioning and teaches us to kneel at one another’s feet; a love that we are invited to 
abide in. Ben Quash describes that kind of love in the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent book for this 
year4.  We are to abide in a love that encourages us to be willing to learn and be changed, to be ready 
to be someone else’s guest and dependent, a love that calls us to be ready to respond generously.   
 
As Jesus’ friends gathered here tonight we too are invited to place ourselves fully into his hands.  
We are invited to let go of the assumptions of who he is and how we come to God and simply to give 
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 http://www.amazon.com/Power-Passion-Characters-Search-Resurrection/dp/0310270170 

4 ‘Abiding: The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book 2013’, Ben Quash, Bloomsbury Continuum, 2013 



ourselves to him.  This is the love that changes the world, that empowers us and makes us his 
community.  
 
On this night Jesus took bread and broke it and took a cup of wine and then he gave it to his friends.  
He gave away his life to them.  And each in their own way took it and received it.  
 
On this night we receive his love and his life.  And even though we are not ready, we are tipped into 
a place of scattering, of denial and betrayal… 
We go to stand at the cross. We are deeply aware of our own shortcomings as his friends and our 
complicity in what is wrong with our world. 
 
Where will the love be then? 
 
It will be breaking in on the cross - an overwhelming unconditional love – a love that overcomes the 
powers and passions of the world and sustains to the end. 
 
And will we be kneeling in sorrow to receive it? 
 
 


