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Introduction from the Vicar

I think of the congregational life of St Martin-in-the-Fields as being like three concentric
circles. The inner circle is what you might call normal church. It’s the things almost all
churches do – worship, pastoral care, formation, education, outreach to the local
community. A good number of people who come to St Martin’s are simply looking for these
things. I think of those who attend the midweek midday eucharists in the Dick Sheppard
Chapel, for example. They want to be brought into the presence of God, and they come to
church for that.
The second circle is what we might call what’s special about St Martin’s. The special things
are of two kinds. There are those things that the congregation are deeply involved in, such as
the disability work and the Sunday International Group and the Nazareth Community. And
there are those things that at a slight remove from the congregation, are professionally led,
like The Connection and the cafés and shop. Many people are part of St Martin’s because
they are thrilled to be part of a community that has so many dynamic and innovative
initiatives emerging from it.
The third circle has always been there but has become more intentional in the last two years.
It’s the national influence and leadership of St Martin’s. The foundations of this are laid by
our broadcasting and the Vicar’s Relief Fund. But HeartEdge, begun in February 2017, is that
part of St Martin’s that seeks to share and extend the fruits of the second circle and be in
dialogue with others who are trying to do similar things.
This 2018 review describes all three of these circles, and gives a flavour of how they enhance
each other. I am so proud to be a part of a community that is part of the word becoming flesh
in such a joyful and sustained way. Thank you for the inspiration you have given me this last
year of our life together.
Revd Dr Sam Wells, Vicar
4
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Introduction from the Churchwardens
It's a pleasure and a privilege to
introduce this Annual Review of
Activities on behalf of the
Churchwardens. I write not without
trepidation, mindful of the giftedness
of those who've inhabited this role
before me. This annual review gives
us a chance to reflect on the rich
diversity of activities which make up
St Martin's. It covers both the wellestablished work and the new
initiatives; both serving to broaden
and deepen our life together, as
individuals and as a community.
Even after a lifetime at St Martin's I am still astounded by the sheer breadth and depth of
work that goes on in this one site, and by the incredible number of people who give of
themselves and their resources. Without each member of our community contributing their
time and talents, our achievements together would not be possible. Each activity or ministry
is different, yet all are working towards one goal: the glory of God. Each of us are the hands
or feet, eyes or ears of Christ in this place, where no member is more valuable than another.
Like the parts of the body, we are healthiest when we all work together, respecting our
various gifts and talents, and our innate diversity.
This year has seen many examples of deepening our common life, and this review details
some of the ways we encounter God in this place. Whether in the deepening relationship
with God through silent prayer as practiced by the Nazareth community, or the physical
beauty created by those arranging flowers to adorn the church building; or the community
built up by and with refugees and asylum seekers through the Sunday International Group,
where all serve each other whether guest or host. Each has a place and a purpose as a part of
the whole.
The development of our outreach and collaborative work is perhaps most clearly seen
through the HeartEdge Network, where we are developing relationships and learning from
other church communities around the country; exploring together what it means to be
church in today's world, and sharing best practice with one another.
We have mourned beloved, long-standing members of St Martin's this year: Manuela Sykes,
Sibyl Allen and Dorothy Cone have been cornerstones of this community for my whole
life. We give thanks for all they gave of themselves, which has sustained this church for
many years and brought us to where we are now.
This annual review gives us the chance to appreciate the diversity of our community,
enabling us to learn from and support one another in our calling to be the body of Christ in
this place at this time.
Catherine Jackson and Christopher Braganza, Churchwardens
5
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St Martin-in-the-Fields Limited

St Martin-in-the-Fields Limited (SMITFL) is at the heart of St Martin's and also enjoys a
strong external reputation. We generate employment for around 130 staff, and we try to
explore what a Christian business might mean in a world city and with a staff team drawn
from many faiths and nations. We provide ongoing support for the site and the visible and
invisible infrastructure of St Martin’s. We provide a level of financial surplus to support the
ongoing activities of the PCC. Profits from the commercial enterprise reduced in 2017 to
£221,000 compared to £326,000 in 2016. This reduction was due to the significant fall in
visitor numbers to the area following four consecutive terror attacks, continuous weekend
disruption to mainline train stations as major rail infrastructure works were carried out and
the costs of the final step to paying the London Living Wage. The reduction in footfall had
most financial impact on our catering operations (which generate the largest profit).
In 2018 we responded to this reduction in both income and profit by focusing our efforts on
increasing footfall to the Crypt, reviewing our food offering and adjusting prices. Specifically
we have:
•
•
•

undertaken market research to identify what existing customers think about our offer
and what would entice people in who currently do not use the Café;
worked with a design company to create a campaign to make the Crypt more visible
and attract people into the crypt using the feedback from the market research – the
result is London’s Hidden Café;
worked with pricing consultants to selectively increase our prices.

We are seeing some positive signs that the steps we have taken are increasing profits and
remain cautiously optimistic that we will achieve budget for 2018.
In planning for catering in the short to medium term we have:
6
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•

•

responded to the feedback from the market research by re-ordering the tables and
chairs, fitting rubber feet to the chairs to reduce noise levels and reviewed the menu
offer
undertaken a review of the use of spaces in the Foyer, Crypt and Gallery to determine
how we can make best use of the space available

and will, in the longer term, review of the style of catering offer and the infrastructure
needed to deliver this change.
We will continue to develop these ideas as part of the Building Futures campaign and are
confident that we can achieve a useful increase in the levels of profit SMITFL generates into
the 2020s.
SMITFL celebrated its 30th anniversary in November 2017 on Patronal Festival day. During
the evening celebrations that brought all parts of St Martin’s together, a plaque was unveiled
to commemorate our former Vicar, Geoffrey Brown, whose vision created the Enterprise (as
SMITFL was first called) in 1987.
Other operational highlights of the year include:
•

•

•
•

•

•

•

Communications: the new website was launched in October and a major campaign to
attract new visitors to the Crypt was launched in April with introduction of new
temporary signage around the site focussing on the Hidden aspect for the Café in the
Crypt;
Premises team: Coordinated the detailed planning and security arrangements for
several high-profile services including the Stephen Lawrence 25th and the VCGC
Service of Commemoration;
Shop: in June the team worked with the Charity to take over the counter credit card
donations and with The Connection to support their first pop up shop in the foyer;
Music: a new ticketing system Spektrix went live in May. This system provides a
much-improved booking process for the customer and will allow us to run targeted
marketing campaigns and move to print at home / paperless tickets in the near
future;
Events: St Martin’s hosted its first graduation ceremony in July as we welcomed the
2018 graduates from the Courtauld Institute. The ceremony took place in church
followed by receptions in the Crypt and Courtyard;
Exhibitions: two foyer shows brought together different strands of our history and
work. Central St Martin’s showcased recent graduate designs (the art school was
founded by the vicar of St Martin’s in 1854). Churches Together in Westminster
working with the Koestler Trust featured artworks by prisoners;
Partnerships:
o We are delighted to be working with The Connection on a number of projects:
 The Gardening group installed and maintain the planters in both the
Courtyard and the Lightwell;
 Ed Gray and Sam Ivin artists exhibiting in the Foyer held sessions with
the Connection art group to talk about their work;
o We continue to provide Estate Management support to St James’s Piccadilly;
o Working with the Northbank Business Improvement District team we hosted
a number of wellbeing events in the Foyer and Courtyard for local office
workers.

As part of the London Lumiere Festival we were delighted to facilitate the installation of
Echelle by Ron Haselden (a 10m high pink neon ladder) on the spire of St Martin’s.
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SMITFL continued its support for the wider work of St Martin’s through its administrative
support from our premises, finance, HR and marketing teams, from our Catering team the
provision of Sunday post service tea and coffee, lunches for the Sunday International Group
and other subsidised catering and from our Retail team through the supply of books and
material for our educational programme of events.
Chris Burford, Chairman

St Martin-in-the-Fields Charity

The St Martin-in-the-Fields Charity continues to develop its work to support homeless and
vulnerably housed people across the UK. In 2016 we established a new major initiative called
the St Martin’s Frontline Network. St Martin’s Frontline Network is a network of partner
organisations delivering services across the UK, and individual frontline workers, working
with homeless and vulnerably housed people. We work with partner organisations to
provide local events for frontline workers, focusing on building links between frontline
workers and services, as well as sharing best practice and experience around common issues.
We believe that building good relationships is crucial to frontline work – relationships
between clients and frontline workers, and between the different agencies working to tackle
homelessness and the issues related to it.
As well as working at a local level, we provide opportunities for frontline workers to come
together at a national level. In July, we had our second Frontline Network conference where
frontline workers from across the UK came together around the theme of Wellbeing on the
Frontline.
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We continue to build the scope and reach of the Vicar’s Relief Fund (VRF). The VRF is a
crisis fund used as a last resort. We fund activities that assist someone in securing a stable
tenancy. For example, where rent arrears have put someone at risk of becoming homeless, a
grant from the VRF can remove the threat of eviction. Where someone who is in temporary
accommodation and needs help to put together a deposit, a VRF grant can make that
happen.
We continue to support the work of The Connection at St Martin’s. In 2018 we were able to
make a second grant of £1.1m. The Connection helps more street homeless people than any
other service in the UK. This is because central London attracts thousands of people, who
wish to start their lives over or believe there are more opportunities available to them here.
If these do not materialise, people find themselves vulnerable to homelessness.
The Charity manages the BBC Radio 4 Christmas Appeal with St Martin-in-the-Fields. This
year we celebrated the 90th Appeal. Again, we had an extraordinary response, raising over
£3.1m.
Tim Bissett, Director

St Martin-in-the-Fields Trust
The St Martin-in-the-Fields Trust is the development arm of St Martin’s, working to secure
the medium- and long-term future of our buildings and the community that thrives within
and outside them. It has been another remarkably busy year. The team has grown from three
to five members of staff, Katy Shaw, Lisa Cullen and new members Sarah Boud, Samantha
Soares and Samantha Tilling. We said goodbye to Tom Poole who has taken up a role at
Southwark Cathedral. We also welcomed a new Chair of Trustees, Malcolm Butler.
Our preparations are now well under way for the Building Futures campaign, which will help
keep our beautiful building open, providing opportunity, sanctuary and support for
everyone, and will also enhance our social, cultural and theological programmes.
As a result of generous donations from individuals, grant-making trusts, local businesses and
legacy gifts, we have been able to fund projects across the community at St Martin’s. These
include developing the St Martin’s website, development of the HeartEdge network, the
recording of the Encounter Autumn Lecture Series, funding the first Sheppard Scholar post
and continuing to support St Martin’s music programme. In the next few years we will be
focussing on supporting some significant work for our historic buildings as well the
continued growth of the mission and ministry, music and work with homeless and
vulnerable people.
If you would like to make a gift, suggest someone who might be able to help or just hear more
about the plans, please contact us on email: development@smitf.org or telephone 020 7766
1132. We’d love to hear from you.
Katy Shaw, Director
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The Connection at St Martin’s

The Connection at St Martin-in-the-Fields is a central London homelessness charity. Every
year we work with approximately 4,000 people who are living on the edge and outside of
mainstream society. Located next to St Martin-in-the-Fields by Trafalgar Square, we work
around the clock to provide people with immediate relief from street homelessness, and
long-term support leading to housing, work and independence.
London sees 25% of all of England and Wales’ rough sleepers. Westminster, where we are
based, has a third of London’s rough sleepers, making our area one of Europe’s biggest
homelessness hot spots. Our location means that we are working at the sharp end of the
homelessness crisis.
It has been a busy year. We’ve helped 3,776 people to start engaging with our services and
find the path to recovery.
Alongside our business as usual service provision, our interim strategy for 2017/18 set out
our intention to prepare for change, building on the fantastic work of those who came before
us. Through consultation across the organisation, we have refreshed our vision, mission and
values to guide us. This exercise has also included the creation of a new service model and
theory of change, ready for implementation during 2018/19.
The new service model has a strong recovery focus with more co-production. This means
involving clients to design, run and evaluate our services. We already do this through our
Step Up Volunteering programme, but will take this philosophy of involvement further so all
of our services are shaped and evaluated by clients. We can learn a huge amount from them,
and the process of people being involved fosters ownership and boosts confidence.
We are also changing how we work with clients to recognise their strengths and assets,
rather than what has gone wrong in their lives. This approach is empowering and will give
people a reason to be optimistic about their future.
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We continue to receive fantastic support from a wide range of partners. Whilst we work
strategically with Westminster Council, we value the independence that our fundraising
team brings. We have also been preparing for fundraising growth next year, which includes
working more collaboratively with St Martin’s Charity.
I have met many clients, staff, volunteers, partners and supporters during the year and have
been inspired by the amazing contributions made by everyone. Together, they make The
Connection a vibrant, dynamic place. We have a lot to do to tackle homelessness in difficult
times. I am looking forward to implementing our plans together in the coming year.
Pam Orchard, Chief Executive

Archers
Archers is a group comprised mostly, but not exclusively, of more senior members of the
congregation. The group meets monthly, usually on the fourth Thursday of the month. Each
meeting starts with a Eucharistic celebration followed by a meal and a discussion, usually on
a spiritual or seasonal topic. Annually the group celebrates American Thanksgiving in
November and has a Christmas dinner at the Union Jack Club. The monthly gathering is
usually attended by 15-25 people. The group conveners are Ruth Hutchinson and Michael
Moran. Revd Richard Carter is the group chaplain. New members are always welcome.
Michael Moran

Archives
On a recent Congregational visit to the Archives, we looked at an 1863 print showing the
Royal Procession for the arrival of Princess Alexandra of Denmark, who married the prince
who became King Edward Vll. We then ventured to the Vestry Hall, where the SMITF Trust
office is located. Lisa Cullen showed us the printing on the wooden panelling. It indicates
the churchwardens had charged the public for seats in the stands they had erected in the
courtyard to view the 1863 procession, for the benefit of local charities – an early St Martin's
business initiative!
Archival team member, Desmond Hillary, is studying monuments and memorials in our
Royal Parish. Another of the archival team, Peter Wood, is researching St Martin’s and the
development of its Social Care over the past 100 years – background to what is now The
Connection at St Martin’s, with its concern for the homeless and those needing help to
restore their lives and livelihoods. It is fascinating to witness the changes in attitudes and
practices over this time.
Other volunteers keep the archives ticking over week by week: Ursula Sullivan ensures that
the collections of Parish Newsletters, Pipelines, and regular Services are stored for future
reference. Sally Scott looks up articles on particular subjects in the St Martin’s Reviews.
Dudley Green takes on somewhat longer term projects. He produced a detailed index of
John McMaster’s 1916 “Short History of the Royal Parish of St Martin-in-the-Fields”; as well
as detailed lists of clergy photographs from our albums.
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Over the past year, the archives and the Trust have remembered through displays and
articles a number of past members of the congregation including: Brian Mears, Marjorie
Wilkinson, Celia Gilmour, Manuela Sykes, Dorothy Cone and Sibyl Allen. Displays have also
been prepared in support of other events, such as a Club Wednesday talk on "Woodbine
Willie".
As ever, the archives are immensely grateful to many from the St Martin's community whom
have donated documents, publications, photographs and recordings. Our thanks are also
extended, as ever, for the invaluable support of clergy, vergers and office staff throughout the
year.
Michael J Hellyer, Church Archives

Artists and Craftspeople

Our group draws together around 20 St Martin’s people who all have an interest in art
and/or craft, and who share their skills with the wider community in a variety of ways. We
are gently led by Jonathan Evens, and meet every couple of months, co-ordinating a range of
activities:
Chinese Art - Together with the Chinese-speaking congregations and Genevieve Hamilton,
we’ve hosted two informative and entertaining lectures by experts, which have attracted
audiences of around 60 to St Martin’s Hall. The first, in January, was by Jacqueline Simcox
on Chinese Textiles and the second, in June was by Colin Sheaf on Chinese Art for Western
Interiors.
Drawing Club - For everyone - from absolute beginners to those already accomplished with
a pencil. These monthly gatherings offer an opportunity to draw for a couple of hours, with
supportive tuition from Vicky Howard for those who want it.
Foyer Displays - Starting with a group exhibition back in 2016, we now have a regular
display in the foyer space just above St Martin’s Hall. Each month, a different artist displays
examples of their work, showing hidden talents and often leading to profound conversations.
So far, we’ve enjoyed pastels, textiles, watercolours, oils, graffiti, ceramics, etchings from
around 15 people. We look forward to seeing what we might have next year!
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Light the Well - We also enjoyed working with Anna Sikorska on workshops to prepare for
the SALT installation which was set in the Lightwell during November and December 2017.
It was the culmination of the Light the Well community art project in which individuals from
across St Martin’s – church congregation, Chinese community, clergy, staff and members of
the International Group – gathered together over time and tables of clay to carefully form
the porcelain lanterns which filled the Lightwell. Each porcelain lantern was filled with light
from a simple string of lamps, a photo of which is on the front cover.
Oasis - The group has taken the occasional Oasis activities under our wing. From time to
time, in seasons like Advent or Lent and at the Parish Away Day, we offer an ‘oasis’ from the
busyness of St Martin’s with a chance to spend some time in quiet reflection and an
opportunity to explore a theme through art, craft, poetry or psalm-writing. We are grateful to
all those from our group, led by Sarah Sikorski and Noriko Inagaki, who have organised and
led Oasis sessions in this period.
We always welcome new members. Please do get in touch with us via
Jonathan.Evens@smitf.org
Jonathan Evens

Bellringers
Since September last year the St Martin’s ringing room has hosted literally hundreds of
ringers from across London and the UK. With various bands, including our own, ringing for
practices as well as attempting more complex, longer pieces of ringing. On top of this we
have also rung for 4 weddings as well as 3 memorial services. We’re always proud to send off
happy couples to the traditional sounds of bell ringing, as well as having the chance to
honour the memory of notable individuals.
The most important (and busy!) time for us is Christmas, last year just a few of the services
we rang for were the Advent Carols service, Nine Lessons and Carols, Community Carols,
Christmas Eve and of course Christmas Day, this is in addition to the regular Sunday
services. We’re very pleased to contribute to the iconic sounds of London by ringing out
across the city during the Christmas period.
We also have a few notable events coming up in the year, these include opening up the tower
to the public for ‘Open House’ on 22nd September which is a great opportunity to showcase
the ringers and the bells, as well as for visitors to get a fabulous sneak peek over Trafalgar
Square from the ringing room. We will also be joining thousands of ringers across the
country by marking 100 years since the end of the 1st World War on the 11th November.
We’re always up here on a Sunday, and anyone is welcome to come and see the ringing 9:00
– 10:00.

Bishop Ho Ming Wah Association and Community
Centre
Bishop Ho Ming Wah Association & Community Centre (BHMWA) is an independent
charity. Founded in 1984 in memory of Bishop Ronald Owen Hall, its mission is to
13
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enhance and improve the quality of life of all residents, particularly the Chinese community,
in London through support, influence, information and enrichment.
We operate our services through membership of a community centre located at the lower
crypt of St Martins. At the end of 2017/18, the number of memberships reached 1,000.
About 82% were older Chinese people, with many having spent their working lives in allChinese environments. Over 250 travelled from across Greater London and nearby counties
to take part in a wide range of activities that we offered.
Our work focuses on helping the vulnerable and disadvantaged people and promoting social
integration and community spirit. To many, the Centre provides a safe environment for
socialising, keeping fit and healthy, learning new skills, and finding new ways to integrate
into society whilst retaining one's culture. In 2017/18, the Luncheon Club served over 3,300
freshly cooked Chinese meals. The Healthy Living programme ran regular classes in Tai Chi
(135 sessions) and Line Dance (99 sessions); held monthly Health Talks and Chats-afterLunch (22 sessions) and organised 8 community walks across the London region. The
Enrichment programme offered opportunities to learn English, Chinese, Chinese Painting
and Chinese Calligraphy (35 sessions each). For those who have difficulties with travelling,
the Befrienders brought comfort and community news to 33 people through regular home
visits and phone calls. The Homework Club for new immigrant children completed its fourth
year with great feedback from students and parents.
BHMWA would have not been able to fulfil its mission without those dedicated and
passionate people who gave their time, talent, and resources to volunteer for the delivery of
frontline services or serve on the board of trustees. In 2017/2018 we had over 40 volunteers
working in a wide range of roles.
2017/18 was a milestone for 30 years of community service. We would like to thank St
Martins and all of you who have contributed generously to making these celebrations a joyful
time for many of us.
Alice Chan, Chair
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Bread for the World

On Wednesday evenings Bread for the World brings together a mid-week community
around the Eucharist, with music from our Choral Scholars and reflections and liturgy, led
by members of the community. The evening continues with supper together and the
opportunity to explore faith in small groups. Bread for the World evenings have been led by
different groups at St Martin’s, including our International Committee, the Disability
Advisory Group, our Choir and Choral Scholars. We have focused on areas including Prisons
Week, Homelessness, Christian Aid, contemplative prayer and Godly Play. We have
welcomed our partners from St Mary’s Cathedral Johannesburg and the Melanesian
Brothers, Solomon Islands and individual members of the community have shared about
their life and faith. The BFTW community hosts the Lent Course each year where around
100 people gather each week and the reflections in the service and groups follow the Lent
book and theme.
Since September 2017, BFTW has been host to the Vocations Group, a weekly group for
those in the Two Cities Area of the London Diocese, led by Katherine Hedderly who are in
the earliest stages of exploring a calling to ordained ministry in the church, invited by their
parish priest to share in this group. The Vocations Group is an opportunity to reflect on
God’s calling in a supportive environment.
Wednesday nights have become a focus in the week to come together as a community and
build one another up in faith and hope and love. There are many ways to be involved in the
evening, in the service, the groups and in the hospitality and welcome so do let our Pastoral
Assistant francesco.aresco@smitf.org know if you’d like to take part.
Our Newcomers’ Suppers take place on one of the Bread for the World evenings each
term where there is the opportunity to find out about the life of St Martin’s and meet regular
and newer members of the community. You would be very welcome to come to one of these
evenings. Do contact Helena.Tarrant@smitf.org to find out when the next one is taking
place.
Revd Katherine Hedderly
15
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Breakfast Group
The St Martin-in-the-Fields Breakfast Group meets fortnightly on Wednesday mornings.
Dan Kaszeta and Phyllis Santamaria are the co-chairs of this small group. When we meet, we
do a brief bit of bible study, usually drawn from the lectionary for the day. We then have
breakfast together, discuss what’s on our minds and in our lives, and we pray together before
going on to work and the rest of our day. The original focus of the group was our work and
working lives. While we certainly talk about that, we take a broad approach and this is by no
means the “before work” group that it originally started out to be. All are welcome. Our
group is small, average 4 to 6 attendees over the last few years. We’d welcome a few more.
The Breakfast Group has always, historically, met in the Café in the Crypt. Unfortunately, the
reduced operating hours at the Café have meant that we have lost our home of more than 7
years. This has been a bit of a disruption to the group. For now, we are meeting at the same
time (Wednesdays fortnightly) at the Starbucks Coffee at 99 St Martin’s Lane. Anyone
wishing to be added to our emailing list should send a message to Dan Kaszeta at
dan@kaszeta.org
Dan Kaszeta and Phyllis SantaMaria

Chaplains in Church
We are very grateful to our team of lay chaplains who are in church on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday mornings each week to greet and welcome visitors, answer
questions, hear stories and offer prayer. Each member of the group is trained in either
spiritual direction or counselling and includes members of the congregation and some
from other church communities who give of their time generously in this way. The
chaplains’ popular Prayer Walk booklet is available in English, German, Spanish,
Cantonese and Mandarin. The vergers hold the ‘chaplain’s log’, a day to day record kept by
the group of their mornings in church, full of interesting and moving encounters and
observations. Over time is has become a wonderful record for the archives of the many
people who pass through, their stories and connections to St Martin’s.
Revd Katherine Hedderly

C-Club
After the 10am service, and a suitable number of biscuits, the children gather together in the
Dick Sheppard Chapel for their time to unpack and explore faith, with friendship, fellowship
and fun, led by the Pastoral Assistant. Children from the age of 5 up are very welcome to
attend, as are adults when accompanied by a child.
Our sessions seek to respond creatively to one of the Bible readings from the 10am serviceasking some of the questions that the passage encourages, thinking what is meaningful to me
in the passage, and embedding these things in a craft or a drama.
The children stay in for the 10am service, with several taking part in carrying the Gospel
candles, and reading. Each week there are reading guides, with colouring and word searches
included to make the texts more accessible.
16
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Over the past year, the children have continued to have key roles in Advent services, and
their own Good Friday service in the morning.
A crèche for under 4s runs throughout the year, staffed by two trained childcare workers
during the 10am Sunday service.
Georgie Illingworth (until September 2018)

Chinese Congregation
When we look back on the past year, we can see how many blessings our Almighty Father
showered upon us. We have so much to be grateful for in facing both testing and joyful
times. God inspired and encouraged many enthusiastic and well equipped loyal brothers and
sisters who became elected as members of the Chinese Church Council (CCC). They worked
hard together to face whatever problems were presented to us and helped us to move
forward into a brighter dawn.
We thank our Archdeacon Father Luke who granted us the honour of attending a CCC
meeting and gave us guidance and support in moving forward. We are working on creating a
Mission Action Plan concerning our development and expansion of our community. We
thank all those who contributed to making this plan coherent.
Concerning the services and activities last year, we celebrated Chinese New Year by setting
up a table outside the church greeting everyone who walked by and offering them the
traditional red envelope signifying a blessing for the coming year. We also had a joint
celebration with the English-speaking congregation at St Martin’s where we shared the
special Chinese New Year foods and took the opportunity to deepen our friendship.
During Holy Week, on Maundy Thursday evening we had a Passover meal, Eucharist and
washing of feet in the Ho Ming Wah Centre. On Good Friday, we held a service to worship
the Stations of the Cross in the Ho Ming Wah Centre.
Among our activities, a dancing group was formed to invite Mandarin Chinese Speaking
people to come to the Ho Ming Wah Centre on Sunday mornings. As God wills, we pray He
will direct us to develop this into a ministry.
Now I would like to offer my whole hearted gratitude to all the brothers and sisters from
both the Cantonese and Mandarin Chinese congregations without whose support and
encouragement, our church would not have flourished as it has done in the past year.
Revd Paul Lau

Cloak Groups
St Martin’s has a long history of shared fellowship and hospitality, inspired by St
Martin, who shared his cloak with a beggar. Cloak groups offer members of the
congregation the opportunity to join a small group to grow in fellowship, prayer and
bible study and to support each other in turning our faith into action in the world. They
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complement the Bread for the World, Breakfast group and fellowship groups. The aim
of these small groups at St Martin’s is to provide a context for knowing and being
known, growing as explorers in faith through bible study, prayer, and fellowship, and
supporting each other in faith-based action in the world. Groups have met in different
parts of London, close to people’s homes, as well as at St Martin’s. If you are interested
in joining or forming a Cloak group please get in touch via helena.tarrant@smitf.org
Revd Katherine Hedderly

Common Life
Two years ago the PCC set up a joint PCC-SMITFL Common Life Committee, to support and
enhance the vibrant, diverse life of the St Martin’s community, to deepen and enhance the
quality of congregational life, to enhance and develop all our relationships across St Martin’s
and encourage the whole St Martin’s community to know and enjoy each other, to facilitate
‘One St Martin’s’, drawing on the knowledge and practice of current working groups as well
as staff knowledge and expertise. There are two parts to the committee, one for the
development and enhancement of congregational life and one for the wider life and
flourishing of St Martin’s staff and community, including the congregation. We have had
some very good reflections on the areas of our common life that we have explored over this
last year and we have encouraged input and views from across the congregation and staff.
Revd Katherine Hedderly

Congregational Life
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The Congregational Life Committee has met four times this past year reflecting on and
exploring the following central themes and areas of our congregational life together:
Nazareth Community (Sept), Hospitality (Feb), Disability Access (April), Worship (June).
For each theme we have drawn in and canvassed support and responses from those who
have a particular involvement or interest in each area from across the life of the
congregation, including our longstanding groups and committees.
Together these two parts of the Common Life committee help us to reach further and deeper
into the life of our St Martin’s community and congregation. If you have a theme you would
like the committee to explore please contact katherine.hedderly@smitf.org
Revd Katherine Hedderly

Whole Site Flourishing

With staff representatives, and core members of the Common Life Committee, along with
those who lead on safeguarding and disability, this group meets twice a year. The group sits
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alongside the regular staff meetings and groups, Senior Management Group, Heads of
Department and Staff Reps group. There have been fruitful discussions about how to
enhance our life together, with more opportunities for the different parts of the St Martin’s
community to come together, share wisdom and experience and enjoy our common life. Over
the year the group has worked with the ‘One St Martin’s’ theme and has contributed to the
staff party, patronal festival and whole site staff meeting, as well as exploring our cross site
work on safeguarding and disability access. Our ‘Getting to know you’ summer party in July,
for PCC, Staff of SMITFL, the Connection, St Martin’s Trust and Charity was a great
opportunity for those across the different parts of St Martin’s to enjoy being together and
getting to know one another.
Revd Katherine Hedderly

Club Wednesday
Club Wednesday meets on the first Wednesday of every month. It begins with Choral
Eucharist at 1.00pm held in the church. After this, regular members or visitors and all who
are interested are invited over to 6 St Martin’s Place to join us for a light lunch in the George
Richards Room. This is followed by a talk in the Austen Williams on a subject of interest
often given by a member of the St Martin’s community or someone connected with the
church.
In the last year we have had some very interesting talks. We started the year with John
Plummer speaking passionately about his work with the Prisons Ministry, which several of
the congregation here are involved in.
This year, we had several talks about trips and visits abroad: Laurence Impey shared on the
title ‘Ethiopia: Land of Poverty, Piety and Pride’. Revd Richard Carter spoke about his trip to
Lampedusa, where he sourced the new crosses for the Nazareth Community. Kristine
Wellington informed us of her recent trip to the Holy Land, and how this had influenced her.
Our other talks had closer links with the church: Dr Linda Parker, author of the biography of
Studdert Kennedy, A Seeker After Truths, shared with us how this important priest was
linked with St Martin’s. The Trust team at St Martin’s were able to share how they are raising
funds to ensure the future of the church and its work. Finally, we welcomed Francesco
Aresco, who spoke about how he has come to be Pastoral Assistant here.
Richard and now Francesco run the group, and are always ready to receive suggestions for
new topics or volunteers. The group is especially aimed at the senior members of our
congregation and other visitors, but in true St Martin’s tradition, it is open and welcoming of
all who would like to come.
Georgie Illingworth

Cricket
The St Martin-in-the-Fields Cricket team had an interesting season this year. Off the pitch,
Giles Andrews celebrated 20 years of running the St Martin-in-the-Fields cricket team, and
begun the process of transitioning the organisation role to Roland Merz. On the pitch, we
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had some of the most variable weather conditions, ranging from torrential rain to scorching
heat. We had some old players return to continue their excellent bowling and batting, as well
as some new players who will no doubt prove to be welcome additions in the seasons to
come.
The first two matches St Mary's and All Saints Fulham were losses, but some good luck
brought a win in our third match against Caribs XI by 43 runs! The final match was a derby
of sorts, with St Martin's CC squaring off against the St Martin's Choir team. St Martin’s CC
were the victors but most notably it was a very good humoured and enjoyable match, with us
even managing to get some of the choir players on board to play next year!
Thank you to everyone who helped make this season a possibility! However, a
particularly big thank you should be given to Giles Andrews, who has been superb in helping
with the transition this summer. His dedication to St Martin's CC and determination to put
on a game, come rain or shine, has produced some truly memorable days of cricket. It is a
privilege to be taking over from him, and the passion he has for the game is truly inspiring.
Here’s to another great season next year!
Roland Merz

Disability Advisory Group

The Disability Advisory Group brings together people with insight into physical, sensory,
cognitive or mental health issues, whether from our own lives or from a support, caring or
professional role (paid or unpaid). We use our experience to increase understanding, access
and participation at St Martin's. Our open meetings once a term each have a particular focus;
ideas are collated and communicated across St Martin's by a small team and via the new
Disability Cross Site Working Group.
In 2017/18
We developed our partnership work across St Martin's, sharing learning and membership
with the Stewarding and Healing ministries. We shared ideas in the annual Marketplace, at
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St Luke's day, and in a Bread for the World service. We encouraged wider community
involvement in the conference weekend, and launched a booklet to share conference ideas
with the wider church.
•

•
•

•

•

We reviewed the 2016-18 Disability SMAP project “to enable St Martin's to improve
its practice, be a best practice organisation in the area of disability and support a
broadening understanding of belonging and inclusion”. We set up a new working
group (the Disability Cross Site Working Group) which draws together
representatives from all parts of St Martin’s and co-ordinates many initiatives. We
are one member among many of this group.
We reviewed our 5-year work on Barriers to Belonging and took part in the access
self-audit, in preparation for an external access audit.
We held Just As I Am - a weekend of events around our sixth annual conference on
disability & church, a partnership with Inclusive Church, where 66 delegates
considered personal experience and the nature of God. At our St Luke's day service,
we used liturgy written by the DAG & Healing team. We enjoyed a special screening
of Summer in the Forest, a documentary about L'Arche, and an inspiring Q&A with
the film's director.
We also worked with IC to produce Calling from the Edge, sharing conference ideas
with the wider Church. The booklet was launched at our autumn conference and
distributed to General Synod in February 2018. Copies can be downloaded at
www.inclusive-church/disability
We were delighted to be mentioned by Bishop Sarah, during her maiden speech in
the House of Lords, and in the Church Times.

We are thankful for:
the generous support of the wider St Martin's community – particularly our clergy and
congregations; Stewards & Healing teams; Education, Hospitality & Common Life
committees; the Shop, Cafe, Events & Marketing teams;
•
•

•

the conference planning team, Inclusive Church trustees & Westhill Trust;
DAG members – Carol Ashby, Jeff Claxton, Jonathan Evens, Genevieve Hamilton,
Justin Hedley, Mims Hodson, Ruth Hutchinson, Sue Lawson, Shirley Lee, Ali Lyon,
Michael Moran, Jamie Poncia, Renate Rothwell, Roger Shaljean, Jon Sandford,
Delroy Taylor, Kristine Wellington and Susan Woolf.
Manuela Sykes RIP, who was a blessing to our group and who helped us think about
dementia.

Meetings are always open. There are lots of ways to join in. Questions, ideas and offers are
equally welcome. disability@smitf.org
Fiona MacMillan

Education
Over 100 people joined the Lent Course this year, which read together and reflected upon
Abiding. The author, Ben Quash, joined us to lead the second reflection. The evenings
consisted of a service in the church, a meal in the Lightwell, and eight smaller listening
groups. We were surprised and humbled by the depth and beauty of these sharing groups.
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In April, St Martin’s and the Council of Christians and Jews hosted the lecture Forgiveness in
Text and Life, which was chaired by Rabbi Helen Freeman, with Rabbi Baroness Julia
Neuberger DBE and Sam Wells speaking.
The Autumn Lectures of 2016
have been published by SPCK
in a book, Who Is My
Neighbour: The Global and
Personal Challenge, edited by
Richard Carter and Sam
Wells. It includes additional
chapters by the editors and
other theologians and
practitioners. The book was
launched at St Martin’s in
May, with Sam Wells leading
a panel discussion with
Richard Carter, Dr Megan
Warner, Rabbi Shulamit
Ambalu and Sam Ahmed, who
shared his journey from
Afghanistan.
For the first time, we held a Theology Away Day, at St Katharine’s Dock, in April. This was an
extension of the Theology Group, held on certain Sunday mornings following the 10am
service. The day, entitled The Heart of It All: Making the Bible Your Own, was led by Sam
Wells, and just under 60 attended. There will be another Theology Away Day next year.
Our Parish Away Day was held in July at St Mellitus College, looking at Jesus’ words, ‘I am
the vine, you are the branches’. There were 13 different sessions offered, all focused around a
Eucharist, at the heart of the day. There will be a Parish Away Weekend next year.
Thank you to all the committee for their work: Martin Haigh, Richard Carter, Hannah Reed,
Duncan McCall, Sarah Crompton and Amanda Tan.
Georgie Illingworth, Secretary

Flower Arrangers
We have had a wonderful year arranging flowers in Church celebrating all the major festivals
as well as weddings and funerals with grateful thanks to the congregation and the Friends of
St Martin’s whose generosity is so much appreciated. Thank you also to our loyal band of
flower arrangers. We welcome new recruits (no experience needed); it is a wonderful form of
ministry.

Rosanne Townsend

23

Annual Review of Activities 2017-2018

Friends of St Martin’s
The Friends started in 1953 as a fellowship group for church members. No other such groups
existed in St Martin’s at the time. It has become a worldwide community which shares the
vision and supports the mission of SMITF by linking people around the world with the
church community in Trafalgar Square and with each other.
Our principal purpose is to make friends and support friendship by developing a Friends
programme which provides opportunities to build social fellowship.
This year our theme is building relationships and highlighting how the donations we receive
help us build those relationships and contribute to the lives of those in less fortunate
circumstances.
Projects we support include the Sunday International Group and the renewal of the
partnership between St Martin’s and St Mary’s Cathedral, Johannesburg where our Vicar,
Sam Wells, members of the congregation and 20 members of our choir will be visiting later
this year. The choir will have a very busy programme of workshops, furthering our
international relationships in Soweto and Sophia Town and extending the mission of their
church and ours.
Committee members for 2018/19 are Bob Demming, Chairman; Celia Ellacott, Newsletter
Editor; Andrew Goodhart, Treasurer and Membership Secretary; Ruth Wooldridge, Kristine
Wellington and David Sapsford.
We are actively seeking new committee members who are excited about sharing the vision of
St Martin’s to a wider congregation.
Bob Demming, Chairman

Friends of The Connection at St Martin’s
The Friends of the Connection
exists to raise awareness of
homelessness, and raise funds to
support The Connection. In the
last year, we have seen
encouraging results from the
Friends’ Committee’s new
strategies for membership
development and fundraising,
developed in partnership with The
Connection’s Fundraising Team
and the CEO Pam Orchard. In
2017/18, the Friends made grants
totalling £275,000 to support the
work of The Connection,
including a 31% increase in the
funds raised from subscriptions, donations and fundraising events and activities.
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The following were some highlights of the year:
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

We organised the first Connection Coffee Morning to mark World
Homeless Day on 10 October 2017, with 11 Coffee Mornings organised by
Friends in their home neighbourhoods across southern England raising a
total of £2,342;
We collaborated with the Brandenburg Choral Festival to hold two evenings
involving talks in The Connection, a meal in the Café in the Crypt, and a
concert in St Martin-in-the-Fields. These evenings together raised over
£3,000, as well as opening up The Connection and issues of homelessness
to new audiences (NB the next one is on Friday 16 November);
Our Speakers Panel have now undertaken 13 engagements, including a
retirement party at a City pub, a talk to a school sixth form, and a session
with 20 young people with learning difficulties;
We launched our first Spring Appeal, with the target of raising £25,000 to
fund the Connection’s Laundry and Shower service for a year. Amazingly,
we reached the target!
2018 featured the 10th Anniversary Queen Eleanor Cycle Ride - 21 cyclists
raised over £23,000 (still rising when we went to press);
This year we launched the Friends’ new website
(https://www.friendsoftheconnection.org.uk/) and greatly increased our
social media presence;
In 2018, we highlighted the value of legacies by giving the Guy Mason
Award posthumously to Valerie Margaret Farbridge. Val Farbridge, who
died in 2014, was a stalwart supporter and volunteer for the Social Care
Unit in the 1970s and 1980s, and left the Friends an incredibly generous
legacy worth £373,000.

We depend for everything we do on the initiative and hard work of our many
volunteers, including in particular members of the Committee, and on the support
of our part-time Charity Administrator, Bert-Jan Zuiderduin. We are always
looking for new members and new volunteers - go to the website or contact BertJan at friends@cstm.org.uk or on 020 7766 5522.

God of Surprises
The God of Surprises group started meeting after the 2014 Lent Course and has been
meeting monthly ever since. During the past year the group completed its reading and
discussion of Gerard Hughes’ last book, Cry of Wonder. In November 2017 the group
started to read Revd Dr Sam Wells' book Incarnational Ministry: Being with the Church.
The group usually meets monthly on a Monday or Tuesday evening, in one of the church’s
small meeting rooms. New members are welcome. The group conveners are Duncan McCall
and Michael Moran.
Michael Moran
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HeartEdge

HeartEdge was launched in February 2017 and has grown to become an ecumenical and
international network of churches and other organisations with a mission model of
congregation, compassion, culture and commerce. HeartEdge currently has 46 members
ranging from Aberdeen to Amsterdam and Baltimore to Brighton, whilst encompassing
churches and cathedrals from Shoeburyness & Thorpe Bay Baptist Church to Coventry
Cathedral.
HeartEdge brings churches and church related organisations together to share ideas, make
connections, do theology and develop mission. HeartEdge members recognise that the Bible
was written in exile and the first disciples saw God most fully present on the cross – so
adversity is the principal time of depth and discovery for the church. As a result, we start
with one another’s assets, not our deficits. We also recognise that Jesus makes himself
present most reliably in those on whom the world turns its back and that, as a result, God is
giving the church everything it needs for the renewal of its life in the people who find
themselves to be on the edge.
We have held HeartEdge introductory events in Aberdeen, Birmingham, Bristol, Edinburgh
and London. Mission model workshops have explored Great Sacred Music, Inspired to
Follow, International Groups and Start:Stop. We have also held events exploring commerce
and culture and have contributed to the Greenbelt Festival. We have run consultancy days
for churches in Bristol, Hertford, Hitchin, Shoeburyness & Thorpe Bay, and Southwark, as
well as providing individual advice and information to a much larger number of HeartEdge
members. Churches from Ealing, Edinburgh, Hitchin and Nottingham have visited St
Martin’s to explore aspects of our work. Our first national HeartEdge conference is on 12 and
13 September 2018 at St Martin’s and Lambeth Palace with input from the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Bishop of Liverpool and General Secretary of Churches Together in England.
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We have also begun Sheppard Scholars, a new group of Pastoral Assistants based at
HeartEdge hub churches, by appointing Georgie Illingworth at the first Sheppard Scholar,
based at St Martin’s from September 2018. The Sheppard Scholars will engage in a year-long
programme of theological study and practical pastoral work and we will build up this new
initiative during 2018/19. The St Martin-in-the-Fields Trust have underpinned the
establishment and development of HeartEdge by obtaining funding from The Hobson
Charity, Hymns Ancient & Modern and Allchurches Trust Limited.
The HeartEdge SMAP Project Group includes: Tim Bissett, Andrew Earis, Allyson
Hargreaves, Katy Shaw, Andy Turner and Sam Wells. Our Steering Group includes: Andrew
Caspari, Ruth Gouldbourne (Grove Lane Baptist Church, Cheadle), James Hughesdon (St
Paul’s Old Ford, Bow), Ali Lyon, Duncan McCall, Hilary Oakley (St Mary’s Hitchin), Sarah
Rogers (Consultant), Andy Turner, Dan Tyndall (St Mary Redcliffe, Bristol) and Erica Wooff
(Stockwell Parish). My thanks to all these, and Peter Keegan (who stood down from the
Steering Group on his return to Australia), for their invaluable contributions.
Jonathan Evens

Hospitality

I start this year’s Report as I always do, with words of gratitude to all who have helped bring
Hospitality to St Martin’s.
This year we have lost two Grande Dames of St Martin’s Hospitality - Sybil Allen and
Dorothy Cone. Among her many roles, Sybil was Chair of the Fair and would organise and
bake up a storm of cakes, jams etc. each year. Dorothy was her (and later mine when I
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succeeded Sybil) Secretary of the Fair. Dorothy, with Alison Hardwick, always provided tea
for the Salvation Army Band and also the Pearly Kings and Queens on their visits. Both Sybil
and Dorothy were the perfect example of offering St Martin’s hospitality.
Great thanks goes to the small core group who serve refreshments every Sunday morning;
Alison Hardwick, Michelle Yap, Dawn James. Thank you also to the back-up team of
Annette Atkins, Michael Angus, Susannah Woodd and Sophie Tyler (and their cake cutting
skills).
Fellow Antipodean stalwarts, Rhonda and Peter Cradle, returned to Australia during the
year. They were absolutely fabulous and we miss them very much. We welcomed Dawn,
who has become a wonderful, dependable addition to the team.
Thanks to Andrew Aiken of the Sustainability Group and his Mug Rota and grateful thanks
to those who help (and who turn up!) with this task.
Hopefully I will be able to report this time next year of Richard’s brilliant plans to set up
weekly groups to do both the mugs and the coffee. Watch this space. It is a great way of
becoming involved in Parish life and meeting people so if you would like to join us in any of
these tasks, please let me or one of the clergy know.
This act each week is the corner stone of hospitality and welcome to visitors and
congregation alike.
Over the past 12 months we have celebrated Congregational and Choir Baptisms, leavings,
special birthdays, book launches, the Chinese Congregation Anniversary, cake stalls, assisted
in the Just as I Am Conference in October, plus Sam and Richard’s Silver Anniversaries, and
too many more to mention. A wonderful Easter Breakfast was cooked by Revd Richard
Carter and his team and served early on Easter Morn. We have celebrated Pentecost,
Confirmation, and in November we have the big one - The Patronal Festival with a party. It’s
been a busy year.
Thank you to everyone who has helped with any of these events and throughout the year. We
can’t do it without the good natured support of Ladka and the Café Staff, the Vergers,
Security Staff, the Chinese Congregation and their kitchen, and all from the English-speaking
Congregation who help when encouraged. Enormous thanks to Revd Richard Carter for
doing all the pre-planning, ordering, shopping, collecting, cooking and basically everything.
Bron Sanders

Inspired to Follow
2018 saw a reprise of some sessions from the course Inspired to Follow: Art and the Bible
Story. Our curate, Alastair McKay, led six sessions from the course between January and
June, with Jonathan Evens contributing two new theological reflections. The course is a way
to help participants reflect on God and what it means to follow Christ in today’s world. It
was first run in 2015/2016, and is now publicly available as a resource on St Martin’s
website, for use by other churches. Over 500 people have signed up and there have been
2,000 downloads of the various resources.
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Each session of Inspired to Follow uses a painting from the glorious National Gallery
collection as a way to start the reflection. This is combined with a biblical story and a short
theological reflection. The heart of each session is a chance for people to discuss what they
have observed and heard with others, in a small group, using a simple process. This year,
each session had between a dozen and two dozen participants, forming groups of three or
four for the conversations.
Here’s what some of the participants said about Inspired to Follow:
“I loved having something visual to engage with, which has colours, emotion and texture.”
“I found the sessions an excellent combination of religion, art and socializing.”
“I appreciated the inter-play of the paintings, the theological content, one’s own experience
and that of others, and what’s going on in our society today.”
“It was wonderful: I thoroughly enjoyed it.”
The plan is to develop a short new Advent course to complement the original course, and for
this to be offered at St Martin’s later this year.
Revd Dr Alastair McKay

International
The international committee works on behalf of the PCC to keep St Martin’s looking
outwards to the wider world and holding international concerns at our heart. We allocate the
PCC’s annual budget for international work (currently £10,500) by making small grants to
grassroots organisations and groups. We also offer a particular welcome at services and
events which have an international focus, such as the annual Archbishop Romero Trust
service.
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We make three-year commitments to some projects to allow them to plan and develop. These
medium-term commitments also help us to develop relationships with the organisations
which often continue for much longer than three years. We also make one-off donations to
projects and sometimes consider extending this to a longer-term commitment, depending on
the needs of the organisation and the feedback we receive. We usually have a connection to
the projects through members of the St Martin’s community.
So far in 2018 grants have been made to the following projects:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

£1000 – SENEthiopia working with children with special education needs in Tigray
region of Ethiopia
£1000 – Patashala school, based in the slums of Hyderabad, India
£1000 – Tariro, supporting orphans and vulnerable children through education in
Zimbabwe
£500 – Community Support Nepal, supporting street children at a home in
Kathmandu
£1000 – Fikelela, HIV/AIDS charity in Cape Town for HIV prevention work with
children and youth.
£500 – Tree of Life, drug rehabilitation work in a slum near Cape Town (one-off
donation)
£1000 – Standing Voice working with people living with Albinism in Tanzania (oneoff donation)
£1000 – Helen Bamber Foundation, supporting refugees and asylum seekers in the
UK who have experienced extreme cruelty such as torture
£1000 – USPG Anglican mission society improving opportunities for families of
impoverished tea planters in Sri Lanka
£1000 – Towards the upcoming choir tour to St Mary’s Cathedral, Johannesburg
(plus an additional £2500 from a donation for our work with international
neighbours)
£600 – Christian Aid for the flood victims in Kerala, India

We remain with £900, a portion of which will be used for the international prayer leaflet,
and the remainder for the Sisters of Melanesia.
The committee is closely involved in the growing partnership with St Mary’s Cathedral,
Johannesburg. We were pleased to welcome Dean Xolani back to St Martin’s, together with
his daughter, and to hear first-hand about developments and ongoing struggles at the
Cathedral. We are glad that with the support of the Friends of St Martin’s, the Cathedral is
now a member of the HeartEdge network. We also look forward to the imminent choir tour
to St Mary’s.
With thanks to all the committee, especially John Subbiah who has stepped down after many
years of service, Peter Keegan who brought a fresh perspective during his short time with us
and to Richard Carter for his great love and commitment to all our international neighbours.
We are pleased to welcome Jane Portal, Bella Ikpasaga and Jonathan Evens, who join the
ongoing members: Angela Dawson (secretary), Phyllis SantaMaria, Edward Bacon, Ruth
Wooldridge, Ike Anya, Ramesh Puvaneswaran.
Susannah Woodd (Chair)
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Liturgical Ministry and Prayer

There are many opportunities for all ages to take part in our worship and liturgy at
St Martin’s as a reader, server, intercessor or chalice assistant, or acolyte at our Sunday
morning Eucharist, as we come together in all our diversity and with all our gifts as the body
of Christ, week by week. Taking up one of these roles is a way of growing in faith, deepening
our life of prayer, and serving one another, and welcoming newcomers, as we grow as a
community together. Please let a member of the clergy know if you would like to be involved
in one of these ways.
Members of the community also lead Evening Prayer on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays in the Dick Sheppard Chapel, as we mark the ending of the day with prayer, and we
welcome regulars and those passing through and offer the day and all its activities to God,
praying for St Martin’s and the life of the world, with the liturgy, reading, psalms and
prayers of the church. We are always looking for those who would like to learn how to lead
this service so please contact katherine.hedderly@smitf.org if you would like to find out
more.
Revd Katherine Hedderly

Meditation Group
The Meditation Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month for an hour of
contemplative meditation based on meditation papers supplied by a national Christian
meditation group, The Fellowship of Meditation.
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The aim of the meditation sessions is to enhance our being with God through meditation on
a key sentence that contains some divine truth e.g. ‘Be Still and Know that I am God’.
Sessions include three 15 minute periods of silent meditation inviting a chance for members
to put aside daily worries and focus on being present with God, and enabling His spirit to
empower and uplift us.
The group at St Martin’s attends a yearly silent afternoon held at a church in Walthamstow
which is organised by The Fellowship of Meditation. Group members at St Martin’s can join
the fellowship as a member which entitles them to attend other silent afternoons and
weekends across the UK. However those attending the group at St Martin’s do not need to
become members of The Fellowship of Meditation. The group also maintains regular contact
with Anne Duffin who was the leader of the St Martin’s group until a few years ago and is
honorary President of the Fellowship.
A small and friendly group, members are committed to prayerfulness through silent
meditation using the sentence to maintain focus. The group is has seen some new members
join this year but sessions are open to all at St Martin’s who feel they would benefit from a
period of silence with God. Sessions are usually held in the Dick Sheppard Chapel after
evening prayer unless activities in St Martin’s Hall force a change of room.
To those interested in meditation it would always be hoped by the author that the sessions at
St Martin’s are a starting point for a practicing stillness and meditation and that the full
benefits of meditative practice will come through regular periods of meditation outside of the
bi-weekly sessions.
Any queries can be directed to me by email on roberts_dg@hotmail.com.
Duncan Roberts

Music
It has been another busy year in the musical life of St Martin-in-the-Fields. Regular patterns
of Sunday and midweek choral worship with our Choral and Choral Scholars have continued.
Our flagship Thursday lunchtime Great Sacred Music Series has continued to flourish,
frequently attracting over three hundred attendees. We have continued to extend this series
through a number of Monday evening Great Sacred Choral Classics events in the spring and
summer terms.
In April we were delighted to announce our second St Martin’s Voices Fellowship
Programme, an exciting training scheme for eight emerging professional singers. Alongside
this, we were thrilled to appoint Emily Dickens as our first Choral Conducting Fellow.
Concerts in our Sound of St Martin’s Choral series have included Bach Mass in B minor and
St John Passion with Academy of St Martin in the Fields, as well as the regular pattern of
Christmas activity. In March we gave the premiere of Will Todd’s Passion Music, which has
subsequently been recorded by St Martin’s Voices for release on the Signum label next year.
A number of high profile broadcasts have taken place over the year, including A Celebration
for Ascension Day on BBC Radio 4, Pentecost Sunday live on BBC 1, and a BBC Radio 4
Sunday Worship programme marking the 100th anniversary of the 1918 Representation of
the People Act, as well as continuing our regular series of BBC Radio 4 Daily Services. We
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continued our weekly Great Sacred Music podcast series, consisting of a short reflection by
Sam Wells followed by music sung by St Martin’s Voices.
We have been excited to grow our music partnership with St Stephen Walbrook. In January
we launched a new series, Choral Classics, with our Choral Scholars, and we continue to
provide music for their Thursday lunchtime Eucharists. Other activity outside St Martin’s
has included visits to Edinburgh and Aberdeen with our Choral Scholars in partnership with
the HeartEdge network, as well as the Choir’s annual visit to Canterbury. In August we were
delighted to present a number of Great Sacred Music events at Greenbelt Festival.
Andrew Earis, Director of Music

Nazareth Community

St Martin-in-the-Fields launched the Nazareth Community in March 2018, with 48 people
joining. A further admission in early September welcomed eight more. Each member is given
a Lampedusa Cross as a sign of their membership.
The Nazareth Community has brought together members of St Martin’s, and other churches,
in all their diversity, to learn to live the Christian life more intentionally, in the midst of
London. The community is an experiment in being with – with God, with one another, with
ourselves and with creation. It provides a pattern for contemplative prayer, social action,
theological reflection, liturgical ministry and sharing together.
We are a dispersed community, living in our own homes and contexts but with a
commitment to five shared disciplines. Members join for one year, which will be renewable
annually. All draw up their own simple ways of life, which incorporate the following five
elements:
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Silence - Silence is the threshold of our prayer. As we enter into this silence, we place
ourselves inside the love of God. St Martin’s offers three early morning prayer times a week,
in addition to Morning and Evening Prayer.
Sacrament - The sacrament of communion is central to our community: how God in Christ is
with us, and we through the Holy Spirit are with one another. Members are encouraged to
attend a Eucharist regularly. Each week there is an informal participatory evening Eucharist,
Bread for the World which members are encouraged to attend.
Service - In simple acts of giving, and face to face encounter with those in need, we discover
the joy and reciprocity of service. We discover Christ in those we serve. The community
serves in different ways, dependant on their own gifts and passions. But many of the
Nazareth Community are involved in the International Group which provides welcome and
support for migrants facing destitution in London.
Study - We humbly make our experience and knowledge subject to the wisdom and
understanding of theological reflection and scripturally formed imagination. Through a daily
Lectio Divina, we reflect on who God is and who God calls us to be.
Sharing - We spend most of the week away from the church and community. We meet one
Saturday morning a month, to discover new insight through sharing and listening to others.
Meeting with a spiritual companion gives us guidance along the way.
The Nazareth Community has been an exciting experience of faith and hope. We have been
enriched by one another and our common way of life which aims at being life giving rather
than a restrictive rule.
Revd Richard Carter

Open Circle
Open Circle, the social group for those in their twenties and thirties from the congregation,
has had a quieter year. The committee initially continued the model of organising oncemonthly, fun and inexpensive events around London: trips to the Globe to see Much Ado
About Nothing, a Late Night at the Natural History museum, and a Christmas Dinner at
Busaba.
These were all enjoyable, but a little quiet.
The committee has decided to try a more simple approach, to enable the social life to
continue, but not in such an organised or rigid way. This has resulted in Sunday lunches
after church, or a drink in the Crypt.
Do look out for us, during coffee after the service on a Sunday morning. We would love to get
to know you.
Georgie Illingworth (until September 2018)
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Safeguarding
My name is Huw Mathias and I am the Church Safeguarding Officer for SMITF who took
over the role from Anna Gregorowski in May of this year.
Safeguarding is about the protection of any vulnerable child or adult within our church
community here at St Martin’s. Safeguarding is the responsibility of us all, but I am the
appointed person you can speak to if you have any concerns about any vulnerable child or
adult who attends any of our church groups/activities or other member of the congregation.
Please do not hesitate to speak to me, however big or small the issue, and I will then
endeavour to take the matter forward and/or advise you as required. I intend in the coming
months to get round to all church groups/activities to introduce myself.
You can always contact me through the Church Office on 020 7766 1100 or any of the Clergy
Team, who will be able to get a message through to me if you have any concern and have not
been able to speak to me in person.
Our Children’s Champion is our Pastoral Assistant and their role is to ensure the voice, needs
and interests of children are recognised and promoted in our parish.

Huw Mathias, Church Safeguarding Officer

Stewards
More than 80 members of St Martin’s congregation volunteer as a stewards that support
church services and key events. Together stewards welcome our congregation, work with the
vergers to ensure services run smoothly, and help to build a sense of belonging amongst new
and existing members of the congregation.
Stewards support:
•
•
•
•
•

Six of the regular weekday services
The services during Advent and Christmas
The services during Holy Week and Easter
The Annual DAG Conferences and
Seminars and workshops led by the clergy

God’s House Open to ALL
There is a richness being at St Martin’s. We have a varied congregation in terms of class,
culture, capability, quietness, connections and different communities that attend our church
services and events. We have tried to:
•
•
•
•

To increase participation of adults and children so that our team really
reflects St Martin’s diverse congregation.
To address the lack of participation from members of the International group
and children who could take part in the welcome with their parents,
To improve on the smooth running of church services and events
To maintain a balance and sense of belonging amongst stewards
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Stewards adopt a reflective learning approach to stewarding which help to address some
questions such as:
•
•

How can we meet the known and unknown needs of members of St Martin’s?
Why is it that some members volunteer to steward and others do not?

Achievements for ALL
This year we have listened more so that we can meet more needs.
The Stewards Team is User Led. We continued to Listen, Learn & Adapt in order to respond
to the needs outlined by members from St Martin’s. We work closely with the Disability
Advisory Group and receive voluntary feedback from members of the congregation. This is
used to inform and improve our role, we refine our duties as stewards. For example, we now
have a dedicated steward on the North Side porch lift to assist with access to the toilets, and
assist adults and parents that want to use the ramp.
Kristine Wellington

Sunday International Group

The Sunday International Group was set up at St Martin-in-the-Fields in September 2013
aiming to provide a place of welcome, hospitality and sanctuary for foreign nationals who are
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facing destitution in London, focusing especially on those with no recourse to public funds. It
provides a hot meal, access to showers and laundry and it provides social interaction
activities and helps with essential needs. Since its inception, The Sunday International
Group has grown and developed, working with migrants, refugees and asylum seekers on the
street, who fall outside of the normal state infrastructure and are unable to access benefits
and helping other groups in different London churches and beyond to begin a similar
ministry.
The group provides a real sense of community with more of those who are or were asylum
seekers themselves actively involved in running the group with great energy and dedication.
We are also able to provide monthly legal advice from Lambeth Law Centre, a doctor who
visits and trained counselling. There are a total of 418 registered guests at present, including
current guests and those who come occasionally and have visited our group from more than
40 different countries of origin. Of these, about 35-50 are regular weekly attenders.
Particular highlights of the last year were the International Group’s participation in the Palm
Sunday Passion Drama, a day trip to Brighton, the pilgrimage to Canterbury and the
Christmas Dinner, attended by 75 people. Through the support of the Friends of St Martin’s
and donations from volunteers and members of the congregation are able to make this
programme possible and also provide some essential needs like shoes, when old ones are
leaking, new pants and socks and sleeping bags and simple rucksacks to replace plastic bags.
We are very grateful to the Café in the Crypt for helping to provide delicious food each week
and The Connection at St Martin’s for the use of their facilities and support.
The Sunday International Group has a spirit of cooperation and interaction. Volunteers have
all expressed how much they have gained from this experience and the group has genuinely
become one of the highlights of the week. A huge thank you to all our guests and volunteers.
Revd Richard Carter

Theology Group
Theology Group has celebrated its second anniversary and goes from strength to strength. It
has met 15 times since last September, from noon-1pm on Sundays with an attendance of 2540, and considered a host of subjects, from the earthy to the metaphysical, with a wonderful
range of diverse talents in the chair, representing the breadth of the St Martin’s
congregation. In addition it had a rewarding Theology Day at the Royal Foundation of St
Katharine in East London, with 60 attendees. There are always a mixture of regulars,
newcomers and visitors, and first-timers are always welcome.
Revd Dr Sam Wells
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